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Tom Osborne 
Jason Peter 


Grant Wistrom 
1997 Lombardi Award Winner 


at Baylor 
Texas Tech 
al Kansas 
Oklahoma 
at Missouri 
lowa State 
at Colorado 
Texas A&M 


Fed Ex Orange Bow! 


Tennessee 


NATIONAL 
CHAMPION 


USA TODAY/ESPN 


COACHES’ POLI 


Akron | 
Central Florida | 
at Washington | 

Kansas State | 


69-7 
45-38 (01) 
77-14 
27-24 
54-15 


Aaron Taylor 
1997 Outland Trophy Winner 


| 42-17 


Huskers Brierty in 1997 


Huskers Briefly 
Record: 13-0 
Big 12 Record: &-0, Big 12 Champion 


Home: 2-0) 
Total Attendance: 
Average Attendance: 66,101 
Home Attendance: 453,610 


Average Home Attendance: 


6-0, Away: 5-0, Neutral: 
793,216 


75,602 


Offense: 

Yards Rushing/Game; 392,6 (NCAA Champ) 
Yards Rushing/Att.: 6.2 
Passing Yards/Game: [21.1 

Pass Efficiency Rating: 126.1 

Passing Yards/Att./Comp. | ,453/182/99 
Total Net Yards/Game: 513.7 (NCAA Champ) 
Total Net Yards/Att.: 5.6 

Points/Game: 47.) (NCAA Champ) 
Turnover Margin: +0.25 


Defense: 

Yards Rushing/Game: 
Passing Yards/Game:; 
Pass Efficiency Defense: 
Total Net Yards/Game: 

Points/Game: 16.4 


73.4 
183.9 
112.7 
257.3 


General Information 


Location: Lincoln, Neb., 68588-0123 
Population: 200,000 
Founded: 1869 


Enrollment: 25,000 

Football Stadium: Memorial (1923) 

(Tom Osborne Field to be dedicated on April 24) 
Capacity: 72,700 

Consecutive Sellouts: 220 (since 1962) 
Surface: Astroturf-8 (1992) 

Nickname: Huskers, Cornhuskers 

Colors: Scarlet & Cream 

Conference: Big 12 

Chancellor: Dr, James Moeser 

Institutional Rep.: Josephine Potuto, J.D. 
Director of Athletics: Bill Byrne 

Associate A.D.s: Al Papik (Football/Compli- 
ance, Gary Fouraker (Finance), Barbara Hibner 
(SWA), Joe Selig (External) 

Assistant A.D.s: Boyd Epley (Performance 
Team), Dennis Leblane (Student Services) Tom 
Osborne (Football), Chris Anderson (SID) 
Assistant SIDs: Keith Mann, Jennifer Little 
Graduate Assistants: Shamus McKnight, 
Jeff Griesch, Trevor Parks 


ADMINISTRATION 


Board of Regents 

Robert Allen, Hastings 

Donald S. Blank, D.D.S., McCook 
Nancy O'Brien, Ph.D., Waterloo 
Chuck Hassebrook, Walthill 
John W. Payne, Kearney 

Drew Miller, Ph.D,, Papillion 
Rosemary Skrupa, J.D,, Omaha 
Charles Wilson, M.D,, Lincoln 
Student Regents 

Curt Ruwe, UNL 

Julie Chase, UNMC 

Joseph Sanchez, UNO. 

Bryan Reichmuth, UNK 
President: Dr. L. Dennis Smith 


Sept. 5 Alabama-Birmingham, 12:30 or 6 p.m. 
Sept. 12 at California 
Sept. 26 Washington... 
Oct. 3 at Oklahoma State# at Arrowhead Stadium, 
Kansas City, MO. .........006 TBA 

Oct. 10 at Texas A&M# « | p.m. 

| Oct, 17 Kansas# HC... 12:30 p.m 
Oct. 24. Missouri#. 12:30 p.m 
Oct. 31) Texas# ue 12:30 p.m 
Nov. 7 at Towa State? oc eesseen } p.m. 
Noy. [4 at Kansas State# 1 p.m 
Nov. 27 Colorado? ...cccssssssseessserees TBA 


1998 NesraskaA SCHEDULE 


(Times are subject to change, all times Central) 


1997 NesrRASKA ScHEDULE AND Resutts (13-0, 8-0) 


National Champions, Big 12 Champions AP/Coaches Rank 
NU /- OPP: OPP. 

Date: Opponent: Television: Results: Att: Game Final: 

Aug. 30 Akron W 59-14 75,124 6/6 -NR 

Sept. 13 Central Florida W 38-24 75,327 6/5 -NR 

Sept, 20 at Washington ABC W 27-14 74,023 3/3 - 2/3 18/18 

Oct. 4 Kansas State # TX W 56-26 75,856 3/3 - 17/16 8/7 

Oct. 11 at Baylor # W 49-21 38,175 3/3 -NR 

Oct. 18 Texas Tech (HC)# W 29-0 75,764 2/2 -NR 

Oct. 25 at Kansas # Fox Sports W 35-0 42.000 1/1 -NR 

Noy. 1 Oklahoma # ABC W 69-7 75,926 1/1 -NR 

Nov. & at Missouri # ABC W 45-38(OT) 66,846  I/1 -NR 23/23 

Nov. 15 lowa State # Fox Sports W77-14 75,613 3/3 -NR 

Noy. 28 at Colorado # ABC W 27-24 52,738 2/2 -NR 

Dec. 6 ys. Texas A&M $ ABC W 54-15 64,824 2/2 -14/14 20/21 

Jan, 2 Tennessee + CBS W 42-17 72,385 2/1 - 3/3 7/8 


#Big 12 Conference game; HC--Homecoming; § Big 12 Championship at San Antonio; 
+Orange Bowl at Miami, Fla. 


NEBRASKA FooTBALL CoaAcHING STAFF 


Head Coach: Frank Solich (Nebraska, 1966): 
Assistant Coaches: 


Record: First year 
Charlie McBride (defensive coordinator/defensive line), Nelson Barnes (rush 


ends), Craig Bohl (linebackers), Ron Brown (receivers), George Darlington (secondary), Turner Gill 


(quarterbacks), 


Dave Gillespie (running backs/recruiting), Milt Tenopir (offensive line), Dan Young 


(offensive line and kickers), Boyd Epley (strength), Pat Logsdon (Director of Football Operations). 


Fina. 1997 Bic 12 Stanpines 


North Records 
Team 

*Nebraska 8-0 13-0 
K-State 7-1 «11-1 
Missouri 5-3 7-5 
Colorado 3-5 5-6 
Kansas 3-5 5-6 
lowa State 1-7 1-10 


*Big 12 Champion 


South 

| Team 
A&M 6-2 9-4 
Texas Tech+5-3 6-5 
Okla. St. 5-3 8-4 
Texas 2-6 4-7 
Oklahoma 2-6 4-8 
Baylor 1-7 2-9 


Conf. Overall Bowl Game 


Orange def. Tenn. 
Fiesta def. Syracuse 


Holiday lost to CSU 


Conf. Overall Bowl Game 


Cotton lost to UCLA 


Alamo lost to Purdue 


+ will not compete in postseason 


NU Non-Conference Opponents: 


Washington 8-4 


Team Overall Bowl 
Akron 2-9 
| Cent. Fla. 5-6 


Aloha def, Mich. St. 


Husker Recorp STRINGS 


49-2 record in past four years--NCAA 
record; 60-3 over five years--NCAA record 
42-game home winning streak--nation's 
longest 

39-game regular-season conference 
winning streak 

Five-straight 11-win seasons 

NCAA record 220 consecutive sellouts in 
Memorial Stadium 

36 consecutive winning seasons—-NCAA| 
record 

29 consecutivenine-win seasons--NCAA 
record 

29 consecutive bowl bids-NCAA record 
36 all-time bow] appearances--fifth bestin 
the NCAA 

17 consecutive "Major" bowls-- 

NCAA record 

275 consecutive weeks ranked in the 
Associated Press Poll-AP record 


oO 
Oo 
oO 
Oo 
Oo 
Oo 
Oo 
oO 
oOo 
o 
oO 
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HuskER EXPERIENCE RETURNING AND LosT 


EXPERIENCE RETURNING AND Lost BRIEFLY 
Offensive Starters Lost; (8)SE JeffLake, LT Fred Pollack, LG 
Aaron Taylor, RG Jon Zatechka, RT Eric Anderson, TE Tim 
Carpenter and Vershan Jackson, QB Scott Frost and 1B Ahman 
Green 

Offensive Starters Returning: (3) C Josh Heskew, FB Joel 
Makovicka, WB Lance Brown 

Defensive Starters Lost: (4) DT Jason Peter, RRE Grant Wistrom, 
WLB Octavious McFarlin, FS Eric Warfield 

Defensive Starters Returning: (7) LRE Mike Ruckerand Chad 
Kelsay, DT Jason Wiltz, SLB Tony Ortizand Brian Shaw, MLB 
Jay Foreman, LCB Erwin Swiney, Rover Mike Brownand RCB 


Ralph Brown 
Starting Kickers Returning: (1) PK Kris Brown 
Starting Kickers Lost: (1) Punter Jesse Kosch 


Total Lettermen Returning; 59 
Offensive Lettermen Returning: 30 
Defensive Lettermen Returning: 27 
Kicking Lettermen Returning: 2 


Total Lettermen Lost: 31 
Offensive Lettermen Lost: 16 
Defensive Lettermen Lost: 13 
Kicking Lettermen Lost: 2 


1997 Quick Stats (1998 Returnees in Bold) 


Rushing Gms. Att, Yards YPC YPG Long TDs 
Ahman Green, IB 12 278 1877 6.8 156.4 64 22 
Scott Frost, QB 12 176 1095 6,2 91.3 34 19 
Joel Makovicka, FB 12. 105 685 6.5 457.1 43 9 
Correll Buckhalter, IB 12 54 311 5.8 28.3 25 6 
Passing Gms.Att-Cmp-Int Pet. Yds YPG TDs Rating 
Scott Frost, QB 12 159-88-4 55,31,237 103.1 5 126.4 
Frankie London, QB10 22-10-06 45.5 201 20.1 © 122.2 


Receiving Gms. No. Yds YPR YPGLong TDs 
Matt Dayison, SE 12 11 °232.21.1'19.3 51 1 
Lance Brown, WB 12 12 226 18.8 18.8 35 0 
Kenny Cheatham, SE 9 14 YS] 13.6 21.2 SI 0 
Sheldon Jackson, TE 11 RU 289 17.2 12. 37 2 


Tackles ur TOT TLSacks PBU Int-Yds-TD 
Mike Brown, R 36 77 4-6 0-0 4 2-26-0 
Jay Foreman, LB 17 61 5-10 1.5-6 1 0-0-0 
Jason Peter, DT 22 60 15-61 7-40 4 0-0-0 
Scoring G/GS TD PATI PAT2 FG Saf. Te 
Ahman Green, IB 12/12 22 0 0 0 0 132 
Kris Brown, PK 12/12 0 62-62 0 18-21 0 116 
Scott Frost, QB 12/12 19 0 0 0 0 114 
Interceptions G/GS No. Yards Avg. Le TD 

Joe Walker, CB 12/1 2 71 3455 *¥71 1 
Ralph Brown, CB 12/32 2 28 14.0 23 0 
Mike Brown, ROV 12/12, 2 26 13.0 26 0 
Punt Returns G/GS No. Yards Avg. LP TD 
Wiggins, Shevin, WB 12/2 19 220 11.6 39 0 
Newcombe,Bobby,WB12/0 = 12 244 20.3 “57 I 
Kickoff Returns G/GS No. Yards’ Avg. LP TD 
Walker, Joe, CB 12/1 15 389 25.9 $1 0 
Wiggins, Shevin WB 12/2 9 2430 —-27.0 41 0 


LetteRMEN Lost 


| STARTERS LOST in Caps, six or more starts (No. of 1997 Starts) 


Offense 
SE: JEFF LAKE****(9) 
LT: FRED POLLACK**** (13) 
Mike Van Cleaye*** 
LG: AARON TAYLOR**** (13) 
| Cc: Matt Hoskinson*** (RG/LG) 


Kyle Henson* 
Doug Seaman* 


RG: JON ZATECHKA**** (13) 
RT: ERIC ANDERSON**** (13) 
TE: TIM CARPENTER**** (11) 
VERSHAN JACKSON*** (7) 
QB: SCOTT FROST** (13) 
FB: Josh Cobb** 
IB: AHMAN GREEN*** (13) 
Jay Sims*** 
WB: Sean Wieting** 
PK: Ted Retzlaff*** 
| Defense 
LR: Curt Lenners* 
NT: Brandon Drum** 
Ross Tessendorf* 
DT: JASON PETER**** (13) 
Derek Allen** 
Tom Milius* 
| RR: GRANT WISTROM**** (13) 
| SAM: 
| MIKE: 
WILL: OCTAVIOUS McFARLIN**** (12) 
LCB: Brandon Harrison* 
| FS: ERIC WARFIELD*** (12) 
Eric Walther*** 
ROVER: 
RCB: Jason Benes** 
Jay Gates* 
P: JESSE KOSCH*** (13) 
Specialists 
KO Returns: 
Punt Returns: 
| Holder; Ted Retzlaff** 
| Snapper: Kyle Henson* 
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1998 Pre-SPRING Two DEEP (as oF March 27, prior TO SPRING PRActice) 


OFFENSE 
SE: 6 Kenny Cheatham***, 6-4, 210, Sr., Phoenix, Ariz. 
(South Mountain) (4) 
3 Matt Davison*, 6-0, 180, So., Tecumseh, Neb. 
80 Billy Haafke**, 5-11, 190, Sr., South Sioux City, Neb. 
83 Craig Fischer*, 6-0, 180, Jr., Leigh, Neb. 


LT:69 Adam Julch**, 6-5, 315, Jr., Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 
75 Kyle Kollmorgen, 6-4, 290, Fr., Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
77 Jim Tansey, 6-2, 310, So., Cranford, N. J. 
74 Mike Green, 6-4, 290, Fr., Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 


LG; 63 James Sherman**, 6-2, 295, Jr., LaVerne, Calif. (Whittier) 
61 Brandt Wade***, 6-2, 300, Sr., Springfield, Neb. (Platteview) 
79 Chris Saalfeld, 6-2, 280, So., North Bend, Neb. 
73 Steve Altstadt, 6-4, 275, Fr., Fort Calhoun, Neb, 


C: 59 JOSH HESKEW***, 6-3, 290, Sr., Mustang, Okla. 
(13) (Injured--back) 
51 Matt Baldwin*, 6-1, 290, Jr. Arvada, Colo. (Bear Creek) 
58 Dominic Raiola, 6-2, 300, Fr., Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis School) 
78 Aaron Havlovic, 6-3, 280, Jr., Osceola, Neb. (David City Aquinas) 


RG: 72 Ben Gessford*, 6-2, 290, Sr., Lincoln, Neb. (East) 
55 Russ Hochstein*, 6-3, 280, So., Hartington, Neb.(Cedar Cath.) 
50 Jon Rutherford, 6-3, 290, Fr., Midwest City, Okla. 


RT: 65 Jason Schwab*, 6-1, 300, Jr. Eagan, Minn. (Cretin-Derham 
Hall) 
68 Jeff Clausen**, 6-6, 305, Jr., Dixon, Ill. 
76 Billy Diekmann, 6-4, 285, So., Cheney, Neb. (Norris) 
57 Dave Volk, 6-4, 280, Fr., Battle Creek, Neb. 


TE: 88 Sheldon Jackson***, 6-4, 245, Sr., Diamond Bar, Calif. 
(Damien) (1) 
85 T.J. DeBates**, 6-3, 250, Jr., Stewartville, Minn. 


Frankie London**, 6-0, 180, Jr., Lake Charles, La. 
(LaGrange) 
9 Monte Christo**, 6-0, 2195, Sr., Kearney, Neb. 
-OR-12 Bobby Newcombe*, 6-0, 195, So., Albuquerque, N.M, 
(Highland) 
16 Jay Runty, 6-0, 195, So., Elkhorn, Neb. 
7 Eric Crouch, 6-0, 190, Fr., Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 


FB: 45 JOELMAKOVICKA***,5-11,235, Sr., Brainard, Neb.(E. Butler) 
(11) 
40 Billy Legate***, 5-11, 230, Sr., Clearwater, Neb. 
15 Willie Miller*, 6-0, 230, So., Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue West) 
22 Ben Kingston*, 6-1, 240, Jr., Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 


IB: 4 DeAngelo Evans*, 5-9, 210, So., Wichita, Kan. (Collegiate) 
-OR-36 Correll Buckhalter*, 6-0, 225, So., Collins, Miss. 
38 Dan Alexander*, 6-0, 250, So., Wentzville, Mo. 


WB: 14 LANCE BROWN***, 5-11, 190, Sr., Papillion, Neb. 
(Papilion-LaVista) (7) 
5 Shevin Wiggins**, 5-11, 200, Sr., Palmetto, Fla. (Manatee) (2) 
82 Sean Applegate*, 5-9, 190, Jr., Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln High) 
8 John Gibson, 5-11, 180, So. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 
(Injured--knee) 


PK: 35 KRIS BROWN***, 5-10, 205, Sr., Southlake, Texas (Carroll) (13) 
7 Dan Hadenfeldt*, 5-11, 200, Jr., Des Moines, lowa (Valley) 
28 Chace Long, 6-0, 200, So0., Wahoo, Neb. 


DEFENSE 
LR: 57 CHAD KELSAY***, 6-3, 250, Sr., Auburn, Neb. (10) 
83 Kyle Vanden Bosch*, 6-4, 260, So., Larchwood, lowa 
(West Lyon Community) 
93 Brandon Mooberry*, 6-5, 245, So., Lexington, Neb. 
NT: 96 Steve Warren**, 6-1,305, Jr., Springfield, Mo. (Kickapoo)(2) 
89 Luis Almanzar, 6-3, 285, So., Jersey City, N.J. (Dickinson) 
DT: 99 JASON WILTZ**, 6-4, 310, Sr., New Orleans, La. 
(St. Augustine) (11) 
91 Loran Kaiser*, 6-5, 255, So., Farwell, Neb. (St. Paul) 


RR: 84 MIKE RUCKER***, 6-6, 250, Sr., St. Joseph, Mo. (Benton)(3) 
92 Travis Toline***, 6-3, 245, Sr., Wahoo, Neb. 
81 Aaron Wills**, 6-2, 240, Jr., Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 


SLB:37 TONY ORTIZ**, 6-0, 215, Jr., Waterbury, Conn. (Crosby) 
(4) 
46 BRIAN SHAW**, 6-1, 215, Jr., Deweese, Neb. (Sandy 
Creek)(8) 
49 Quint Hogrefe**, 5-11, 210, Sr., Auburn, Neb. 


MLB:44 JAY FOREMAN***, 6-1, 240, Sr., Eden Prairie, Minn. (13) 
13 Carlos Polk*, 6-3, 245, So., Rockford, Ill. (Guilford) 
39 Ben Buettenback**, 5-11, 210, Jr., Hastings, Neb. 


WLB:1_ Eric Johnson**, 6-1, 205, Sr., Phoenix, Ariz. (Alhambra) (1) 
50 Julius Jackson**, 6-0, 235, Jr., Gainesville, Texas 
47 Josh Kobl**, 6-1, 220, Jr., Hastings, Neb. 


LCB:16 ERWIN SWINEY*, 6-0, 185, So., Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 
(10) (Injured--pelvic) 
9 Khari Reynolds*, 5-10, 185, So., Mays Landing, N.J. 
(Egg Harbor Township) 


FS: 19 Clint Finley*, 5-11, 200, So., Cuero, Texas (1) 
14 Dion Booker, 6-1, 205, Fr., Oceanside, Calif. (El Camino) 


ROYV:21 MIKE BROWN**, 5-10, 205, Jr., Scottsdale, Ariz. 
(Saguaro)(13) 
25 Joe Walker*, 5-10, 200, So., Arlington, Texas (Arlington- 
Lamar) (1 as DB in dime) 
10 Brandon Quindt*, 6-0, 200, So., Scottsbluff, Neb. 
29 Gregg List**, 6-0, 220, Jr., Valentine, Neb. 


RCB;22 RALPH BROWN**, 5-9, 180, Jr., Hacienda Heights, Calif. 
(Bishop Amat) (13) 
11 Jerome Peterson**, 5-7, 185, Jr., Port Allen, La. (3 at LCB) 
28 Josh Anderson*, 5-8, 180, So., Wahoo, Neb. 


P: 23 Bill Lafleur***, 5-11, 200, Sr.. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 
7 Dan Hadenfeldt*, 5-11, 200, Jr., Des Moines, lowa (Valley) 
8 Bnan Morro, 5-9, 180, Sr., Middletown, N.J. (South) 


SPECIALISTS 
KO Returns 5 Shevin Wiggins**, 25 Joe Walker*, 

6 Kenny Cheatham*** 

14 L, Brown***, 5 Wiggins**, 12 Newcombe* 
1 Frankie London** 


58 Dominic Raiola, 55 Russ Hochstein* 


Punt Returns 
Holder 
Snapper 


Key: “Letters earned; Returning lettermen in boldface; Returning 
Starters in CAPS; class standing is updated for fall of 1998, 
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1998 NesraskaA SPRING FooTtBaALL Rosters 


list includes all players...class standing listed is for the fall, 1998 
wt 


ALPHABETICAL 
No.Let.Name Pos. 
38 * Alexander, Dan IB 
89 Almanzar, Luis NT 
73 Altstadt, Steve OG 
28 * Anderson, Josh RCB 
94 * Antholz, Travis TE 
82 * Applegate,Sean WB 
41 Baker, Rod WLB 


51 * Baldwin, Matt ty 
33 Becvarovski, Sasho TE 
20 Beveridge, Tom SE 
4 Boettner, Mic ROV 
14 Booker, Dion FS 
35*** Brown, Kris PK 
14*** Brown, Lance WB 
21** Brown, Mike ROY 
22** Brown Tl, Ralph RCB 
36 * Buckhalter, Correll IB 
39** Buettenback, Ben MLB 
56 Bunton, Grant WLB 
ay | Burrow, Jamie MLB 
6*** Cheatham, Kenny SE 
9 ** Christo, Monte QB 
31 Cielocha, Chris FB 
68** Clausen, Jeff OT 
Cornelson, Ben Rec. 
15 Coyne, Jon MLB 
7 Crouch, Eric QB 
3  * Davison, Matt SE 
85** DeBates, T.J. TE 
10 Denney, Luke WB 
30 Diedrick, Dahrran IB 
16 Diekmann, Billy OT 
33 Ebke, Mitch FS 
4 * Evans, DeAngelo IB 
2 * Finister, Demond WB 
19 * Finley, Clint FS 
83 * Fischer, Craig SE 
38 Fischer, Eric ROV 
44*** Foreman, Jay MLB 
29 Friesen, Pat SE 
43 Froehlich, Russell SLB 
84 Fujan, Paul WB 
97 Fulton, Lonnie OT 
72 * Gessford, Ben OG 
8 Gibson, John WB 
27 Giles, Marcus IB 
73. Gill, Bobby NT 


Ht. 
6-0 
6-3 
6-4 
5-8 


6-0 
6-1 


250 
285 
275 
180 
240 
190 
225 
290 
250 
190 
200 
205 


5-10 205 


5-11 


190 


5-10 205 


5.9 
6-0 
5-11 
6-0 
6-1 
6-4 
6-0 
5-11 
6-6 
5-11 
6-4 
6-0 
6-0 
6-3 
6-0 
6-0 


6-4 
6-1 
5-9 


180 
225 
210 
200 
230 
210 
195 
215 
305 
170 
220 
190 
180 
250 
210 
215 


285 
200 
210 


5-10 180 


5-11 
6-0 
5-11 
6-1 
6-0 
6-0 
5-1] 
6-5 
6-2 
5-1] 
5-9 
6-0 


200 
180 
190 
240 
185 
220 
180 
250 
290 
180 
190 
275 


Birthday Yr. Hometown (High School/College) 


3/17/78 So. 
12/15/76 So. 
11/29/78 Fr, 
8/15/77 So. 
11/4/76 Jr. 
6/13/77 dr. 
10/28/77 So. 
11/27/76 Jr. 
11/23/76 So. 
10/1/77 So. 
1/27/79 Fr. 
1/4/79 Fr. 
12/23/76 Sr. 
3/24/75 Sr. 
2/13/78 Jr. 
9/16/78 
10/6/78 
3/7/77 
6/6/79 Fr. 
11/4/78 Fr. 
8/11/76 
7/10/76 
5/6/79 Fr. 
1/9/77 
9/20/78 — Fr. 
WHT Fr, 
11/16/78 Fr. 
10/24/78 
5/3/77 
6/5/78 Fr, 
11/1/79 Fr. 


3/19/78 
7/2/78 
12/13/76 
10/27/75 
3/27/77 
10/2/76 
9/8/77 
2/18/76 
LWVI/78 Fr. 
6/23/76 Sr. 
9/TT3 Fr 
1/11/77 
8/12/76 
2/10/77 
12/20/78 Fr. 
6/14/78 — Ir. 


Jr. 


Wentzville, Mo. 

Jersey City, N.J. (Dickinson) 
Fort Calhoun, Neb. 

Wahoo, Neb. 

McDonald, Kan. (Cheylin) 
Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln High) 
Hastings, Neb, (Adams Central) 
Arvada, Colo. (Bear Creek) 
Crown Point, Ind, (Lake Central) 
Sutherland, Neb. 

Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 
Oceanside, Calif. (El Camino) 
Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 
Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 
Scottsdale, Ariz. (Saguaro) 


. Hacienda Heights, Calif. (Bishop Amat) 


Collins, Miss. 


. Hastings, Neb. 


Shawnee, Kan. (Shawnee Mission Northwest) 
Ames, lowa 
Phoenix, Ariz. (South Mountain) 


. Kearney, Neb. 


Columbus, Neb. (Columbus Scotus) 


. Dixon, Ill. 


Shawnee, Kan. (Shawnee Mission Northwest) 
Omaha, Neb. (Omaha Westside) 

Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 

Tecumseh, Neb. 


. Stewartville, Minn. 


Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada 
(Cedarbrae Collegiate Institute) 


. Cheney, Neb. (Norris) 

. Fairbury, Neb. 

. Wichita, Kan, (Collegiate) 
. Boys Town, Neb, 

. Cuero, Texas 


Leigh, Neb. 


. Leigh, Neb, 
. Eden Prairie, Minn. 


Henderson, Neb. 
Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue East) 
Wahoo, Neb, (Neumann) 


. Grand Island, Neb. 


Lincoln, Neb. (East) 


. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 


Milford, Conn. (Milford Academy) 
Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 
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NUMERICAL 
No. Name . Pos. 
1** Eric Johnson ...... WLB 
1** Frankie London.... QB 
2 * Demond Finister ..WB 


2 Alik Tillery .....,.....6 IB 
3 * Matt Davison.......... SE 
3 JER Heme... LCB 
4 * DeAngelo Evans...... IB 
4 Mic Boettner ........ ROV 


5** Shevin Wiggins .... WB 
6*** Kenny Cheatham .. SE 


7 Eric Crouch ............. QB 
7 Dan Hadenfeldt........ PK 
8 John Gibson............ WB 
8 Brian Morro.........0.06 P 


9** Monte Christo ...... QB 
9 * Khari Reynolds... LCB 
10 * Brandon Quindt ROV 
10 Luke Denney .......... WB 
11 ** Jerome Peterson. RCB 
12 * Bobby Newcombe... QB 
12. Arion Turner......... RCB 
13. * Carlos Polk ....... MLB 


14*** Lance Brown ....... WB 
14 Dion Booker ............. FS 
15 * Willie Miller.......... FB 
15 Jon Coyne .........24. MLB 
16 * Erwin Swiney...... LCB 
16 Jay Runty QB 
17 Chuck Tack.......... PK/P 
19 * Clint Finley ........ FS 
20 TomBeveridge.......... SE 
20 Wes Woodward .... LCB 
21** Mike Brown ....... ROV 
22 ** Ralph Brown ....... RCB 
22 * Ben Kingston. ......... FB 
23*** Bill Lafleur .......0. We 
23. Steve Raymond...... SLB 
24 Matt Ickes ............ RCB 
25 * Joe Walker .......... ROV 
25  ~=—- Travis Soucie ............ IB 
26 Mark Vedral ......... WLB 
26 Casey Vanderhoef,.. WB 
27) = Greg McGraw. ..:.:.... FS 
27 Marcus Giles ....,....... IB 
28 * Josh Anderson ....RCB 
28  ChaceLong 


29 ** Gregg List..... 

29 Pat Friesen ................96 
30 Dahrran Diedrick ...... IB 
31 Chris Cielocha.,.....,... FB 
33 Sasho Becvarovski ... TE 
33 Mitch Ebke .........0.... FS 
34 Brandon Roth ...... MLB 
34 Dan White ................. IB 
35*** Kris BrOWD csv PK 


36 * Correll Buckhalter IB 


36 Levi Mehl .............. 

37 ** Tony Ortiz 

37. —— Hank Piening............ FB 
38 * Dan Alexander........ IB 
38 Eric Fischer .,..,...... ROV 
39 ** Ben Buettenback MLB 
40*** Billy Legate............ FB 
4) Rod Baker ............ WLB 
42 ~~ Jon Penny ............ MLB 
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43 Russell Froehlich ... SLB 
43 John Murphy .......... TE 
44*** Jay Foreman ...... MLB 
45*** Joel Makovicka...... FB 
45 Brad Hamik ............... FS 
46 ** Brian Shaw ......... SLB 
46 Nick Gragert ............ FB 
47** Josh Kohl .......... WLB 
48 — Jeremy Stanislay ...... FB 
48 Chad Tuttle.......... MLB 


49*** Quint Hogrefe .... SLB 
50 ** Julius Jackson ... WLB 


$0 Jon Rutherford......., OG 
51 * Matt Baldwin ........... Cc 
51 Jamie Burrow ....... MLB 
53 Chris Gustafson ..... SLB 
55 * Russ Hochstein ..,..OG 
56 Marcus Johnson ..... DT 
56 Grant Bunton ....... WLB 
57*** Chad Kelsay........... LR 
57 Dave Volk ............6.. OT 
58 Dominic Raiola .......... fe 
59*** Josh Heskew ............ C 
61*** Brandt Wade ......... OG 
63 ** James Sherman....OG 
65 * Jason Schwab........ OT 
68 ** Jeff Clausen.......... OT 
69 ** Adam Julch ........... OT 
70 Matt McGinn ......... OT 
72 * Ben Gessford......... OG 
73 Steve Altstadt ......... OG 
74 Mike Green............. OT 
75 ~~ Kyle Kollmorgen .... OT 
76‘ Billy Diekmann....... OT 
77s Jim Tansey ..:.5:.....- OT 
717 Bobby Gill .............. NT 
78 Aaron Havloyic..,........C 
78 Scott Siebenborn ...... RR 
79 Chris Saalfeld .......... OG 
80 ** Billy Haafke.......... WB 
80 Eric Ryan o..,....--.-0-- LR 
81 Aaron Wills*? ........ RR 
81 Jake McKee ............. TE 
82 * Sean Applegate..... WB 
82. Simon Van BoeningWLB 
83 * Kyle Vanden Bosch LR 
83 * Craig Fischer ......... SE 
84*** Mike Rucker .......... RR 
84 Paul Pujan ........:...... WB 
85 ** T.J. DeBates........... TE 
85 J.P. Wichmann ......... RR 
86 * Dorrick Roy.......... TE 
87 Tracey Wistrom....... TE 
88*** Sheldon Jackson ... TE 
89 Luis Almanzar ........ NT 
90 ~~ Casey Nelson.......... DT 
91 * Loran Kaiser ......... DT 


92*** Travis Toline ......... RR 


93 Brandon Mooberry .. LR 
94 * Travis Antholz....... TE 
94 Brandon Wardypn ..... LR 
96 ** Steve Warren ,...... NT 
97 Lonnie Fulton ......... OT 
97 Mike Grummert....... LR 
99** Jason Wiltz ..,....... DT 

Ben Cormelson ....... Rec. 


46 


| 50 


Gragert, Nick 
Green, Mike 
Grummert, Matt 
Gustafson, Chris 
Haafke, Billy 
Hadenfeldt, Dan 
Hamik, Brad 
Havlovic, Aaron 
Henje, Jeff 
Heskew, Josh 
Hochstein, Russ 
Hogrefe, Quint 
Ickes, Matt 
Jackson, Julius 
Jackson, Sheldon 
Johnson, Eric 
Johnson, Marcus 
Julch, Adam 
Kaiser, Loran 
Kelsay, Chad 
Kingston, Ben 
Kohl, Josh 
Kollmorgen, Kyle 
Lafleur, Bill 
Legate, Billy 
List, Gregg 
London, Frankie 
Long, Chace 
Makovicka, Joel 
McGinn, Matt 
McGraw, Greg 
MeKee, Jake 
Mehl, Levi 
Miller, Willie 
Mooberry, Brandon 
Morro, Brian 
Murphy, John 
Nelson, Casey 
Newcombe, Bobby 
Ortiz, Tony 
Penny, Jon 
Peterson, Jerome 
Piening, Hank 
Polk, Carlos 
Quindt, Brandon 
Raiola, Dominic 
Raymond, Steve 
Reynolds, Khari 
Roth, Brandon 
Roy, Dorrick 
Rucker, Mike 
Runty. Jay 
Rutherford, Jon 


FB 


QB 
OG 


6-1 
6-4 
6-2 
6-2 
5-11 
5-11 
6-0 
6-3 
6-0 


6-0 
6-3 


220 
290 
240 
220 
190 
200 
180 
280 
185 
290 
280 
210 
200 
235 
245 
205 
300 
315 
280 
250 
240 
220 
290 
200 
230 
220 
180 
200 
230 
270 
200 
230 
195 
230 
245 
180 
235 
250 
195 
215 
225 
185 
215 
245 
200 
300 
215 
185 
240 
245 
250 
195 
290 


T/AS/78 
W/7/79 
6/14/77 
10/13/78 
3/19/75 
8/7/76 
L1/15/77 
V1T7 
3/23/79 
9/2/75 
10/7/77 
8/26/75 
12/10/78 
11/7/76 
7/24/76 
4/30/76 
1/13/77 
1/31/77 
3/22/78 
4/9/77 
8/19/76 
1/24/77 
2/7/79 
2/25/76 
12/6/75 
2/8/77 
11/24/76 
4/8/78 
10/6/75 
1/12/79 
4/12/77 
7/29/77 
10/23/78 
9/17/78 
11/12/77 
12/11/75 
5/31/77 
12/20/78 
8/8/79 
7/3/77 
10/19/78 
4/28/76 
11/19/77 
2/22/77 
10/1/77 
12/30/78 
4/3/76 
5/19/78 
10/8/78 
4/2/75 
2/28/75 
9/13/77 
8/29/78 


Fr. 
Fr. 


Columbus, Neb. 
Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 


. Fairbury, Neb. 

. Gallup, N.M. 

- South Sioux City, Neb. 

. Des Moines, Iowa (Valley) 

. Hawarden, lowa (West Sioux) 

. Osceola, Neb. (David City Aquinas) 
. Grand Island, Neb, 

. Mustang, Okla, 

. Hartington, Neb. (Cedar Catholic) 
. Auburn, Neb. 

. Page, Neb. (Orchard) 

. Gainesville, Texas 

» Diamond Bar, Calif. (Damien) 
. Phoenix, Ariz. (Alhambra) 

. Oceanside, Calif. (Vista) 

. Omaha, Neb, (Burke) 

. Farwell, Neb. (St. Paul) 

. Auburn, Neb. 

. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

. Hastings, Neb. 

. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 
. Clearwater, Neb. 

. Valentine, Neb. 

dr. 
. Wahoo, Neb. 

. Brainard, Neb. (East Butler) 

. Merna, Neb. (Anselmo-Merna) 

. Millville, NJ. 

. Goodland, Kan. 

. Crete, Neb. 

. Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue West) 

. Lexington, Neb. 

. Middletown, N.J. (South) 

. Crawford, Neb. 

. Newman Grove, Neb. 

. Albuquerque, N.M. (Highland) 

. Waterbury, Conn. (Crosby) 

. Lawrence, Kan, 

. Port Allen, La. 

. Lincoln, Neb. (Milford) 

. Rockford, Il. (Guilford) 

. Scottsbluff, Neb. 

. Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis School) 

. Gering, Neb. 

. Mays Landing, N.J.(Egg Harbor Township) 
. Milford, Neb. 

. Inglewood, Calif. (Montclair Prep) 

. St. Joseph, Mo. (Benton) 

. Elkhorn, Neb. 

. Midwest City, Okla. 


Lake Charles, La. (LaGrange) 
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80 Ryan, Eric LR 6-1 235 6/22/76 Jr. Overton, Neb. 

719 Saalfeld, Chris OG 6-2 280 11/14/77 So. North Bend, Neb. 

65 * Schwab, Jason OT 6-1 300 5/12/77 Jr. Eagan, Minn. (Cretin-Derham Hall) 
46** Shaw, Brian SLB 6-1 215 10/11/76 Jr. Deweese, Neb. (Sandy Creek) 

63** Sherman, James OG 6-2 295 10/23/77 Jr. LaVerne, Calif. (Whittier) 

78 Siebenborn, Scott RR 6-4 235 3/19/78 So. Columbus, Neb. 

25 Soucie, Travis IB 5-11 200 11/30/77 So. Hastings, Neb. (St. Cecilia) 

48 Stanislav, Jeremy FB 6-0 215 10/27/77 So. Prague, Neb. 

16 * Swiney, Erwin LCB 6-0 185 10/8/78 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 


17 Tack, Chuck PK/P 6-6 210 7/13/79 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard South) 

77 Tansey, Jim OT 6-2 310 5/25/77 So. Cranford, N.J. 

2 Tillery, Alik IB 5-11 205 11/26/79 Fr. Brussels, Belgium (Shape American) 
92*** Toline, Travis RR 6-3 245 11/12/75 Sr. Wahoo, Neb. 

12 Turner, Arion RCB 5-10170 9/2/79 Fr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Dorsey) 

48 Tuttle, Chad MLB 6-0 220 6/11/77 So. Wahoo, Neb. (Omaha North) 


82 Van Boening, Simon WLB 6-2 230 11/2/78 Fr. Fairfield, Neb. (Sandy Creek) 
83 * Vanden Bosch, KyleLR 6-4 260 11/17/78 So. Larchwood, lowa (West Lyon Community) 
26 Vanderhoef,Casey WB 5-10 190 12/8/77 So. Alpine, Utah 


26 Vedral, Mark WLB 5-11 210 7/26/78 Fr. Gregory, S.D. 

57 Volk, Dave OT 6-4 280 8/1/78 Fr. Battle Creek, Neb. 

61*** Wade, Brandt OG 6-2 300 9/30/75 Sr, Springfield, Neb. (Platteview) 

25 * Walker, Joe ROV 5-10 200 3/19/77 So. Arlington, Texas (Arlington-Lamar) 


94 Wardyn, Brandon RR 6-3 240 9/29/77 So. Farwell, Neb. (St, Paul) 

96** Warren, Steve NT 6-1 305 1/22/78 Jr. Springfield, Mo. (Kickapoo) 

34 White, Dan IB 5-9 195 8/11/78 Fr. Green Bay, Wis. (Ashwaubenon) 

85 Wichmann, J.P. RR 6-4 220 12/24/78 Fr. Shawnee, Kan. (Shawnee Mission Northwest) 
5 ** Wiggins,Shevin WB 5-11 200 9/27/74 Sr. Palmetto, Fla. (Manatee) 

81** Wills, Aaron RR 6-2 250 10/24/76 Jr. Omaha, Neb, (Burke) 

99 ** Wiltz, Jason DT 6-4 310 11/23/76 Sr. New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 

87 Wistrom, Tracey TE 6-4 215 8/28/78 Fr. Webb City, Mo. 

20 Woodward, Wes LCB 5-8 185 9/13/78 Fr, Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 


Coacuine Starr 

Head Coach: Frank Solich (Nebraska, 1966) 

Assistant Coaches: Defensive Coordinator/Defensive Line: Charlie McBride; Linebackers: Craig Bohl; Receivers: Ron Brown; Secondary: 
George Darlington; Quarterbacks: Turner Gill; Running Backs: Dave Gillespie; Rush Ends: Nelson Barnes; Offensive Line: Milt Tenopir; 
Offensive Line/Kickers: Dan Young 

Graduate Assistant Coaches: Jon Bostick, Chad Stanley 


PRONOUNCIATION GUIDE 
Becvarovski...Beck-va-ROSS-ski 


Froehlich ...............0.5 Froe-lick 
Gragert .....ccceceeees GRAY-gert 
ERAAIKE:...seseesrevesse HALF-key 
Hochstein ........... HOKE-stine 
Hogrefee «......:.:0608: HOE-greef 
| (1 a Luh-FLUER 
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD 


Nebraska Football Coach Tom Osborne Announces Retirement, 
Athletic Director Bill Byrne Names Frank Solich as Replacement 


Tom Osborne, the coach who won at least nine games every year and | 292-40, .704 all-time) and has the longest current winning season streak 


255 in 25 years at the helm of the University of Nebraska, announced his 
retirement on Dec. 10, Director of Athletics Bill Byrne subsequently 
announced at the same press conference, that following the bowl game, 
Osborne would turn over the reins of the winningest program of the last 
two decades to longtime assistant Frank Solich. 

Osborne posted a remarkable 255-49-3 record for an .836 winning 
percentage, all at the University of Nebraska. Osborne coached the 
Huskers in his 25th consecutive bow! game on Jan. 2, when the No. 2 
Huskers (13-0) defeated the No. 3 Tennessee Volunteers (11-2) in the 
FedEx Orange Bowl, giving Osborne his third national championship in 
a four-year period (a feat which has been accomplished just one other 
time). 

Osborne, 60, who had double bypass surgery in February of 1985 
and an irregular heartbeat earlier in the season, said his health was a 
concern, but not the only reason he chose to retire. 

At the press conference, Osborne said, “I’m stepping aside as head 
coach sometime after the bow] game. There are several reasons--my 
average work day ts 14-15 hours per day. I’ve had some physical setbacks 
and I’m OK, but it is not wise for me to push as hard as I have been. [ 
enjoy the game, the strategy, the 
players and coaches as much as | 
ever have and | hate to leave that 
part of it, but I don’t want to 
continue in a role where I’m not 
actively coaching as L always have. 

“Faith is very important to me 
and | have a strong spiritual sense 
that this is what needs to be done.” 

Byrne said, “We hate to lose 
Coach Osborne. He has done a 
remarkable job here. He is a great 
leader of young minds and that’s 
one of the main reasons why | 
wanted to come to Nebraska. Tom 
will be missed by all of Nebraska, 


particularly by our staff, coaches Qsborne turned over the reins of the Huskers to Solich on Dec. 10, 


and athletes.” 

Nebraska has posted 36 consecutive winning seasons, dating back to 
Bob Devaney's first year in 1962. The stability and continued success of 
the Husker program, in addition to proven coaching abilities, are the main 
reason Byrne appointed Frank Solich as Osborne’s successor. 

Byrne said, “Frank Solich is an excellent coach and recruiter who has 
been courted by many schools across the nation. | have every confidence 
that Frank will continue the success that the Husker football team has 


enjoyed forso many years. Frank wasamember of the football team which | 


began the 36-year winning streak and has made the sacrifices both as a 
player and coach. Promoting Frank allows us to maintain the continuity 
and stability of the program, which is exactly what every school in the 
country is striving to attain, It’s the tradition that sets us apart from other 
programs in the country. Whether it be D.X. Bible, Bob Devaney, Tom 
Osborne or Frank Solich, it is our goal to continue the tradition.” 
Solich, 53, has been a member of Osborne’s staff for 19 years. A 
standout fullback on Coach Bob Devaney’s Nebraska teams from 1963- 
65, Solich earned his bachelor’s and master's degrees from Nebraska. He 
began his collegiate coaching career as Nebraska’s freshman coach in 1979. 
He was promoted to a full-time assistant position in charge of the vaunted 
Huskerrunning backs in 1983, and was named assistant head coach in 1991. 
Solich looks forward to carrying on the strong tradition of the Nebraska 
program, which ranks as the seventh-winningest program of all time(721- 


in the country at 36 years, 


"How do you replace arguably the greatest coach of all-time 
in college football? You get the next greatest coach in college 


football in Coach Solich. I've had the privilege to be under Coach 


Solich the past few years, and Coach Solich has installed the same 
thing Coach Osborne has installed in all the players, that is the 
work ethic and the values." 

Joel Makovicka, Nebraska Fullback 


Solich said, “I'd like to thank Tom for all he has done in influencing 
my coaching career and personal life. I'd also like to thank Chancellor 
Moeser and Bill Byrne for giving me their support and this opportunity 
to be the head coach at the University of Nebraska. 1 know this will be 


| atough transition for fans and the football family itself. Itwillalso be tough 


on our players because Tom has really cared for his teams, both on and 
off the field. It will be most difficult for our staff, who has been together 
forso many years. The reason this staffhas remained together for so long 
is because of Tom and the way he truly 
cares about each individual. Earning 
the respect Tom has enjoyed will be 
my greatest challenge. But I am 
confident that the staff and team will 
be supportive. We have excellent 
players in our system, and | fully 
intend to do everything | can to 
maintain the continuity and success of 
the program and staff.” 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Chancellor James Moeser said, “I feel 
a personal sense of loss at Tom’s 
decision to retire from coaching. His 
decision is understandable; 
nevertheless. it marks the end of what 
I believe to be the greatest coaching 
career in the history of collegiate 
football. While his unmatched record of success on the field is the most 
obvious indicator, the academic success of his players and the impact he 


EBRASH / 


CORNHUSK’ , 


1997. 


| has had on the personal lives of thousands of student-athletes are even 


more important. 

“Tom is truly a great coach, but even more he is a person of great 
character, The Osborne legacy at Nebraska will be one of uncompromis- 
ing excellence and integrity, a legacy that will affect the entire University. 

“J have every confidence that Coach Frank Solich will continue not 
only the winning tradition of Nebraska football, but the unparalleled 
academic achievement and the unwavering integrity that have become 


| the national hallmark of this program.” 


Nesraska's Grounp Attack Unpber Soticu 
Rank Rank 

401.7 Tst/Ist 353.2 Ist/ist 

311.1 — Ist/3rd 328.2 Ist/Ist 

374.3 Ist/1st 287.3 1st/3rd 

305.5 2nd/2nd 340.0 1st/tst 

373.5 2nd/3rd 399.8 Ist/Ist 

382.3 Ist/Ist 291.9 ist/4th 

375.3 Ist/Ist 392.6 Ist/Ist 

340.0 Ist/2nd 


Year 
1983 
1984 


Year 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 


1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
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FRANK Soticu--NU's THirp Heap CoacH Since 1962 


On Dec. 10, just moments after Coach Tom Osborne announced his | 


retirement, Frank Solich, 53, was named the Huskers' 26th head coach in 
108 years of football tradition. He is just the third coach of the Cornhuskers 
since Bob Devaney brought the program into the national limelight in 1962. 


A veteran of the Husker football program, Solich wasa standout fullback | 


on Coach Bob Devaney’s Nebraska teams in the mid-| 960s, and has been 
a member of the Husker coaching staff for 19 years (15 as running backs 
coach, seven as assistanthead coach), He lettered forthe Huskers in 1963, 
1964 and 1965. A 1992 inductee into the Nebraska Football Hall of Fame, 
Solich was tabbed Athlon Magazine's Assistant Coach-of-the- Year before 
the 1993 season. 

Solich, who recruited and coached Heisman Trophy winner Mike 
Rozier, produced at least one all-conference running back in 13 of the 15 
seasons he tutored that position. 

This past season, the Huskers ranked first in the nation in rushing at 
392.6 yards per game, led by All-Big 12 and second-team All-American 
Ahman Green (1,877 yards, 22 TDs). Green opted to turn pro after his 
junior season, but finished as the No, 2 rusher all-time behind Mike Rozier 
with 3,880 yards. 

In 1996, Solich had a stable of running backs who combined for more 
than 2.000 yards. Green was a third-team All-Big 12 selection, rushing 
forateam-high 917 yards. True freshman DeAngelo Evans chipped in 776 
yards and scored 14 touchdowns. In 1995, Green broke the school's 
freshman rushing record with 1,086 yards and earned first-team All-Big 
Eight honors. He was also named the league's offensive newcomer-of-the- 
year. Solich-coached running backs own 20 of Nebraska's 28 200-yard 
rushing performances and six of the top 
seven all-time career rushing marks. 

Since Solich began directing the Husker 
ground attack, Nebraska has captured 
nine NCAA rushing titles. Nebraska, 
which has captured seven of the last 10 
NCAA rushing crowns, has not finished 
lower than fourth in the NCAA rushing 
statistics in Solich's tenure, while churn- 
ing outan average of more than 350 yards 
per game. In addition, the Huskers have 
won I 1 straight conference rushing titles 
and have not finished lower than second 
in the league rushing race under Solich. 

As the Husker running backs coach, 
Solich tutored 13 all-conference players 
to 22 honors, seven academic all-confer- 
ence players, two all-Americans, one 
Heisman Trophy winner (Mike Rozier, 
1983) and 12 pro running backs. He 
recruited another nine players to Ne- 
braska (to positions other than in the 
backfield) who went on to successful 
NFL careers. 

Anexcellent recruiter, Solich has brought numerous big-name players 
to Lincoln from the east coast, including receiver Irving Fryar, defensive 
backs Brian Washington, Barron Miles and Tyrone Legette and rush ends 
Jeff Mills and Mike Croel to name a few. 

Solich wasan All-Big Eight fullback and co-captain of the Huskers’ 1965 
team, He was the first Husker to rush for more than 200 yards in a game 
and held the NU single-game rushing record (204 yards against Air Force 
in 1965) for 10 years. Solich ranks 43rd on NU's career rushing chart with 
1,010 yards and still holds the Orange Bowl record for return yards with 
166 in 1966. He also lettered in baseball. 

Born on Sept. 8, 1944 in Jamestown, Pa., Solich spent most ofhis youth 
in Cleveland, Ohio, Solich prepped at Holy Name High School and 
received his bachelor’s of science (1966) and master’s in education (1972) 


— 
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Frank Solich is the Huskers’ third Head Coach since 1962. 


from Nebraska. He was the head coach at Holy Name High School in 


| Omaha, Neb., from 1966-68, then moved to Lincoln Southeast from 1968 


through 1979, 

After joining the NU staff, Solich served as the Huskers' head freshman 
coach and offensive coordinator for four seasons, posting three undefeated 
seasons and a 19-0-1 record, before taking over as coach of the varsity 
running backs in 1983, 

Solich is married to the former Pamela Wieck, of Beatrice, Neb., and they 
have two children, Cindy Dalton and Jeff (wife Chara), Cindy and her 
husband Jon have two children, Catherine and Aaron. 


Solich's Basic Coaching Philosophy 

"It's important to me as a coach to help players develop to the best of 
their abilities and to have them understand their responsibilities as a 
student-athlete. In doing so, you're helping them to grow and mature 
as a complete person and to prepare themselves for the future." 


The Solich File 

Place of Birth: Johnstown. Pa. Childhood; Cleveland, Ohio. Family: 
Wife, Pamela: Children, Cindy Dalton (husband Jon) and Jeff(wife Chara); 
granddaughter, Catherine Dalton; grandson Aaron Dalton. Education; 
Nebraska, B.S., 1966, Nebraska, M. Ed., 1972...Playing Experience: 
1963-65, Nebraska. Coaching Experience: 1966-68, Holy Name(Neb.) 
High School (head coach); 1968-79, Southeast (Neb, ) High School (head 
coach); 1979-82, Nebraska (head freshman coach, 19-1-0 record); 1983- 
1990, Nebraska (assistant coach/run- 
ning backs); 1991-1997, Nebraska (as- 
sistant head coach/running backs). All- 
Conference Players (13 players, 22 
times): Jarvis Redwine, IB, 1979-80: 
Andra Franklin, FB, 1980; Roger Craig, 
IB, 1981; Mike Rozier, IB, 1981-82-83; 
Jeff Smith, 1B, 1984; Doug DuBose, IB, 
1984-85; Tom Rathman, FB, 1985; Keith 
Jones, IB, 1986-87; Ken Clark, IB, | 988- 
89; Derek Brown, IB, 1991-92; Calvin 
Jones, IB, 1992-93; Lawrence Phillips, 
IB, 1994; Ahman Green, IB, 1995, 1997, 
Academic All-Conference Players 
(seven, eight times): Jim Kotera, 1980; 
Ken Kaelin, 1986; Micah Heibel, 1987; 
Cory Schlesinger, 1994; Billy Legate, 
1996; Brian Schuster, 1996; Joel 
Makovicka, 1996-97. Heisman Tro- 
phy (One): Mike Rozier, 1983. All- 
America Players (two, three times): 
Jarvis Redwine. 1B, 1980; Mike Rozier, 
IB, 1982-83. Big Eight Offensive 
Newcomer-of-the-Year (one): Ahman 
Green, 1B, 1995. Pro Players (12): Roger Craig, San Francisco 49ers, 
Los Angeles Raiders, Minnesota Vikings; Mike Rozier, Houston Oilers, 
Atlanta Falcons; Tom Rathman, San Francisco 49ers, Los Angeles 
Raiders; Mark Schellen, San Diego Chargers; Jeff Smith, Kansas City 
Chiefs, Tampa Bay Buccaneers; Doug DuBose, San Francisco 49ers; 
Keith Jones, Cleveland Browns, Dallas Cowboys; Ken Clark, Indianapo- 
lis Colts; Derek Brown, New Orleans Saints; Calvin Jones, Oakland 
Raiders, Green Bay Packers; Cory Schlesinger, Detroit Lions; Lawrence 
Phillips, St. Louis Rams, Miami Dolphins. Others Signing Pro 
Contracts (Six): Lance Lewis, Indianapolis Colts; Lance Gray, Minne- 
sota Vikings; Jeff Makovicka, Houston Oilers; Clinton Childs, Kansas 
City Chiefs; Damon Benning. Carolina Panthers; Brian Schuster, Carolina 
Panthers. 


Ossporne Retires AS Nation's Winnincest ActivE CoacuH 


Coach Tom Osborne Posts 255 Wins in 25 Years 

Coach Tom Osborne (Hastings, 1959), celebrated his Silver Anniversary 
as the Husker head coach last season. He retired as the winningest active 
football coach in Division I-A (,836 winning percentage), a position he has 
enjoyed for most of the past decade. Osborne became the quickest coach 
to reach the 250 win plateau on Noy, | against Oklahoma, hitting the mark 
in less than 25 full seasons and 302 games, which bettered Joe Paterno’s 
28-year, 320-game record. Osborne boasts a 255-49-3 career and school 
record in 25 years and 307 games; three national championships (1994, 
1995, 1997); 12 Big Eight Conference crowns; one Big 12 Crown; and took 
the Huskers toa bowl game every year, continuing Nebraska's 29 straight 
bowls, one of many NCAA records held by Nebraska. 


Osborne won at least nine games every year and averaged more than | 


10 per season. Only four active Division I- 
Acoaches ever defeated Osborne, for a total 
of 10 losses. Osborne’s 255 victories ranked 
third amongactive coaches, behind Paterno's 
298 and Florida State Coach Bobby 
Bowden's 281, 11th all time among all 
divisions, and sixth among all Division I-A 
coaches. His winning percentage is second 
all-time among all divisions of head coaches 
who have posted at least 200 wins, trailing 
only Jake Gaither’s .844 winning percentage 
(at Florida A&M, 1945-69). In 1993, 
Osborne became the first coach to reach the 
200-win plateau in just 2] seasons, and in 
1997 he hitthe 250 mark in just25 years. In 
winning percentage, he is firstamong active 
coaches, fifth all time among Division I 
coachesand | 3thamongall coachesall time. 

Osborne wasa 1997 Paul “Bear” Bryant, 
an AFCA Coach-of-the-Y ear Finalist and 
won the Amos Alonzo Stagg Coaching 
Award. He was named the national coach- 
of-the-year by the AFCA in 1994 and by 
Chevroletin 1995 after leading his teams to 
back-to-back national titles, a feataccomplished only nine times and not 
since 1978-79. Osborne also earned the Distinguished American Award 
and the Giant Steps Award in 1994-95. Osborne coached 36 years overall 
at NU, which included an | |-yearstintas an assistant under Bob Devaney, 
the man who hired him first as a graduate assistant in 1962. He was a 
graduate assistant in 1962 and 1963; served asa part-time coach and teacher 
at UNL until 1966, then became full-time receivers coach in 1967 and began 
serving as Devaney's offensive coordinator. He was named assistant head 
coach by the late Bob Devaney in 1972, when Devaney selected him as 
his successor. He replaced Devaney in 1973, becoming the 25th head coach 
at Nebraska in 108 years of Husker football. As part of Devaney’s staff, 
Osborne helped coachtwo more national championship teams in 1970 and 
1971, 

Osborne’s 36 years at NU is the longest tenure ever for a Nebraska 
coach, and the longest all time in Big Eight/12 history. passing Bennie 
Owen. who coached 22 years atOklahoma from 1905-26, The formerdean 
of Big 12 football coaches, Osborne holds conference records for games 
coached (307) and won (255). He is third all time in bow! appearances 
having taken the Huskers to a bowl game in each of his 25 years. In the 
1998 FedEx Orange Bowl, Osborne broke "Bear" Bryant's NCAA record 
for consecutive appearances with 25. 

Osborne's teams played in more preseason games than any other 
school and 99 games against ranked (AP) teams. Osborne won 61 of those 
contests (61-37-1). Since 1993, Osborne faced 10 top 10 teams, and 
posted a win in each of the last nine matchups. The Huskers posted a |9- 
2 record ys. ranked teams over the last four years. That's an average of five 
games vs. ranked teams each year. Osborne's teams were 26-5-] when 


nation with an .836 winning percentage. 


| ranked No. | and were ranked No. | ina total of 43 polls. Osborne's teams 
| were ranked in the final AP poll every year and in 397 of the possible 400 
AP polls. Under Osborne, the Huskers finished in the AP top 10, 17 times 
and inthe AP top 20, 24 times, a figure which ranked secondamong active 
coaches, Nebraska also holds the record for consecutive weeks in the top 
10 at 87. 

Most recently, the Huskers enjoyed a remarkable run posting a 60-3 
record over the past five years. The 1998 Orange Bowl was the fourth 
national championship game for NU in the past five years. Nebraska won 
two straight national championships during that period (1994 and 1995) 
and narrowly missed three straight as a field goal with no time remaining 
went wide left in the 1993 national championship game against Florida 
State (NU lost 18-16). Then the Huskers won a third national title in 1997, 
marking three in a four-year period. 

Osborne is most proud of his team’s 
academic success. No less than 63 percent 
(1997 four-year NCAA percentage) of 
Osborne’s players left Nebraska with 
degrees in hand. a figure that led the Big 12 
Conference. Six Huskers played in the 1998 
Orange Bowlas graduates. The graduation 
percentage under Osborne increased to 73 
percent among letterwinners and to 86 
percent for those athletes who have 
completed their eligibility at Nebraska. The 
Husker program leads the nation in virtually 
every academic honor available to student- 
athletes, including GTE/CoSIDA first-team 
Academic All-Americans (52 total, 46 under 
Osborne), NCAA postgraduate scholarship 
winners (27,24 under Osborne) and NCAA 
Top Eight Award winners (nine, all under 
Coach Osborne). Osborne urged his athletes 
to give back to the community and more 
than 70,000 youth were reached by his 
players onan annual basis. Osborne and his 
wife Nancy, have developed and 


, underwritten The Teammates program, which matches local junior high 


students who are at risk with mentors in the community. 

On the field, Osborne coached his players to 55 first-team All-America 
certificates (47 players), two Heismans (Johnny Rodgers, receiver under 
Osborne in 1972 and Mike Rozier, I-back in 1983), three Lombardi Award 
winners (Dave Rimington in 1982, Dean Steinkuhler in 1983 and Grant 
Wistrom in 1997), six Outland Trophy winners (Rimington in 1981 and 
1982, Steinkuhlerin 1983, Will Shields in 1992, Zach Wiegert in 1994 and 
Aaron Taylor in 1997), one Butkus winner (Trev Alberts in 1993), and 
a Johnny Unitas Award winner (Tommie Frazier in 1995). 

Osborne was always quick to credit his assistants for his success. 
Stability has always been the key to Nebraska’s success. Considering that 
31 men servedas head football coaches atthe former Big Bight Conference 
institutions during his tenure, his point is well taken. Counting the '98 
Orange Bowl, Osborne’ s assistants had 160 years of combined experience 
and participated in 158 bowl games. 

Dr. Tom was born on Feb, 23, 1937 in Hastings. He attended Hastings 
High School; earned his B.A in history from Hastings, where he was the 
state’s athlete-of-the year, in 1959; his M.A. in educational psychology 
from UNL in 1963; and his Ph.D. in educational psychology from UNL 
in 1965, He played professionally for the Washington Redskins and the 
San Francisco 49ers. 

He is married to the former Nancy Tederman. Married for more than 
30 years, they are the parents of a son, Mike (wife Emily), and two 
daughters, Ann Wilke (husband Bob) and Suzi Dobbs (husband Kevin). 
Tom and Nancy have one grandson, William Osborne, and two 


granddaughters, Catey Osborne and Haley Wilke. 
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National Championship Celebration... 
A Farewell to Coach Osborne -- April 24 


The biggest celebration in the history of the Husker football program 
is planned for Friday. April 24 in Memorial Stadium as the 1997 national 
championship Husker football team is honored. and fans say farewell to 
acoaching legend--Tom Osborne, The festivities will begin at 7 p.m. and 
will feature videos of the Nebraska season, a video tribute to Coach 
Osborne: a presentation of national championship rings: dedication of the 
"Tom Osborne Field:" rededication of Memorial Stadium to Nebraska's war _| 
veterans: and of course. a couple of surprises. One $6 ticket admits fans 
to both the celebration and the spring game on the nexi day. Due to 
construction in the stadium. a packed house of 62.000 is expected. All 
1.148 of Coach Osborne's former football letterwinners from 1962-97 are 
invited to the celebration anda private banquet following the spring game 
at the Bob Devaney Sports Center. 


Annual Red/White Spring Game -- April 25 


The Huskers’ annual spring game will be held on Saturday, April 25, at 
12:30 p.m. in Memorial Stadium. It will officially mark the beginning of 
the Frank Solich era, as Solich was named the Huskers' head coach on Dec. 
10, taking over for the winningest active coach in Division I-Tom 
Osborne. The spring game will once again feature the D.A.R.E pledge at 
halftime. All students willing to take the pledge will be admitted free, but 
adults accompanying students will be asked to buya $3 ticket. The Husker 
women's soccer team also plays host to intrastate rival Creighton in the 
finale of the spring exhibition season at the Abbott Sports Complex at 7 
p.m., while the Big 12 men's and women's tennis championships will be 
held in Lincoln from Thursday, April 23 through Sunday, April 26. 


NCAA Streaks Continue 


The Huskers carried on tradition in 1997, winning the school's fifth 
national championship (as named by the coaches poll) the third in the last 
four years. NU continued several NCAA records, including the school's 
36th consecutive winning season and 29th straight nine-win season. 
Nebraska posted a 13-0 record and defeated No. 3 Tennessee, 42-17, in 
the FedEx Orange Bowl. It was NU's fifth straight 1 1-win season (10th 
in school history and eighth under Tom Osborne since 1973), Nebraska 
extended its regular-season conference winning streak to 42 games defeat- | 
ing No. 14 Texas A&M in thesecond annual Big 12 Championship playoff 
game in San Antonio, 54-15 forthe school's first Big 12 title. The Huskers 
have won 42 straight home games, which leads the nation and is a school 
record. The Orange Bow! was Nebraska's 36th all-time (fifth best in the 
nation), 29th consecutive bowl and 17th consecutive "major" bowl. Both 
of the last two streaks are current NCAA records. NU celebrated its 220th 
consecutive home sellout, a streak which leads the nation. The Huskers’ 
275 consecutive weeks ranked in the Associated Press Poll isalsoarecord. 


Huskers Set NCAA-Best Four-Year Record 

After posting an 11-1 record in 1993, perfect 13-0 and 12-0 records in 
1994 and 1995, an 11-2 recordin 1996 anda perfect 13-O record last season, 
Nebraska has posted an NCAA-best five-year 60-3-0 record, and bettered 
the school's previous NCA A-best four-year record (47-3-0 from 1993-96) 
by posting a 49-2 record from 1994-97, which is the best record and the 
most wins ever for any Division | schoo] over a four-year period. 


Big 12 Conference Sends Five to Bowls 

Nebraska (13-0) and Kansas State (1 1-1), both from the North Division 
of the Big 12, earned Alliance berths, as NU defeated Tennessee in the 
Orange Bow! and Kansas State beat Syracuse in the Fiesta Bowl, Other | 
Big 12 teams earning bow] berths included: Missouri (7-5, lostto Colorado 
State in the Holiday Bowl); Texas A&M (9-4, lost to UCLA in the Cotton 
Bowl); and Oklahoma State (8-4, lost to Purdue in the Alamo Bow}). 
Washington, one of Nebraska's non-conference opponents, also earned a 
bowl berth (8-4, defeated Michigan State in the Aloha Bow)). 
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Huskers Among Nation's Best 

In 1997, Nebraska finished as the NCAA statistical champion in three 
categories: rushing yards per game (392.6); total offense (513.7); and 
scoring offense (47.1). [twas the 13th rushing title Nebraska won, seventh 
in the last 10 years, and | 1th under Osborne. The 392.6 yards per game 
was the third best NU total ever, trailing NU's 401.7 in 1983 and the 399.8 
in 1995, the last time the Huskers won the rushing title. Nebraska has won 
the scoring title three times previously, most recently in 1995 when NU 
posted a school-record 52.4 points per game and also in 1982 and 1983. 
The Huskers’ 47.1 points per game ranked third best all time at Nebraska. 
1997 marked the third time NU has led the nation in total offense and the 
513.7 yards per game ranked third best all time behind the school-record 
556.3 in 1995 (which ranked second nationally), and behind the 518.6 in 
1982, Nebraska averaged more than 500 yards of total offense for the 
eighth time since statistics were kept in 1946. The Husker defense also 
ranked among the nation’s top 12 in three of the four categories, including 
rushing defense (73.4, third, second lowestall time), total defense (257.3, 
fifth) and scoring defense (16.4, 12th). NU finished seventh in kickoff 
returns (24.5 ypr) and 19th in punt returns (11.8 ypr).. Nebraska's 392.6 
yards per game rushing was 59.9 yards per game better than No. 2 Rice 
and 129.1 yards better than No. 6 Missouri’s 263.5, who was second in 
the Big 12. Nebraska’s 513.7 total offense yards were 11.5 yards per game 
better than No. 2 Washington State. Green’s 156.4 yards per gamerushing 
trailed only Ricky Williams (Texas, |72.1 ypg). 


1997 Season Recap...NEBRASKA 13-0 


The 1997 Husker Season Briefly 


The Huskers defeated their first two opponents at home, beating 
Akron, 59-14, and Central Florida, 38-24, The 644 yards of total offense 
against the Zips was a season best. After allowing Central Florida 318 
yards in the air, Nebraska dropped to seventh in the AP and wasn't given 
much ofachanceat No. 2/3 (AP/Coaches) Washington. The Huskers were 
ready, and behind the magnificent play of quarterback Scott Frost (97 
yards rushing, two TDs), fullback Joel Makovicka(129 yards rushing) and 
I-back Ahman Green (129 yards rushing, one TD), the Huskers piled up 
384 yards on the ground to Washington's 43 in the 27-14 win. Nebraska 
faced back-to-back ranked opponents, defeating Kansas State at home, 56- 
26. K-State went undefeated the rest of the season, moved into the top 
10 and won its Alliance Bowl game. After a 49-21 win over Baylor in 
pouring rain in Waco, NU posted its first back-to-back shutouts since 
1979 with wins over Texas Tech (29-0) and Kansas (35-0). NU held Tech, 
Kansas and its next opponent, Oklahoma, to less than 200 yards cach of 
total offense (329 total), the first time NU held three consecutive 
opponents to less than 200 yards since 1990. Coach Tom Osborne became 
the first coach to hit 250 wins in a 25-year span with a 69-7 win over 
Oklahoma in Lincoln. The Huskers had trouble containing Missouri 
quarterback Corby Jones and required their first-ever overtime period to 
putaway the Tigers, 45-38, in Columbia. Matt Davison caught the game- 
tying TD pass, which was deflected by intended receiver Shevin Wiggins- 
-a miraculous catch that put the true frosh in the limelight, lowa State was 
no problem the next week, as NU scored a season-best and conference- 
record 77 points against the Cyclones in a 77-14 win in Lincoln. The 
Huskers finished the regular season with a 27-24 win over the Buffaloes 
in Boulder and thumped No. 14 Texas A&M, 54-15, to win their first Big 
12 Championship title in San Antonio, Texas, on Dec. 6. 

As the No. 2 team, the Huskers received their 16th consecutive berth 
intoa "major bow!" with the Alliance berth and hada Joton the line playing 
No.3 Tennessee in the Orange Bow], The Vols had no hopes ofa national 
title, as No. | Michigan had defeated No. 7 Washington State, 21-16, the 
night before in the Rose Bowl. 


Led by the usual rushing tandem of I-back Ahman Green and quarter- 
back Scott Frost, Nebraska racked up 409 rushing yards to Tennessee's 
128, as Frost scored three rushing TDs and totaled 60 yards, Green was 
the game MVP witha Nebraska and Orange Bow] record 206 yards rushing 


Awards Show on Dec. 11 as a member of the AFCA All-America team. 
Wistrom was a semifinalist for the Football News defensive award and a 
finalist for the Bronko Nagurski Defensive Player-of-the-Year Award, 
Wistrom was a repeat Big 12 Defensive Player-of-the-Year and is a top 


and two TDs. 

Rush end Mike Rucker applied the only sack 
to Heisman runner-up Peyton Manning, as the 
defense held Manning to a season-low | 34 pass- 
ing yards and one TD, Free safety Eric Warfield 
had an interception, tight end Sheldon Jackson 
was the leading receiver with a career-high four 
catches, and defensive tackle Jason Peter led the 
team in tackles with seven. With the convincing 
victory, the Huskers were named national cham- 
pions by the Coaches, but were second to Michi- 
gan in the AP Poll. 

Nebraska had three first-team All-Americans 
in Grant Wistrom, Aaron Taylor (both repeat 
winners) and Jason Peter, andsaw Ahman Green 
finish second nationally in rushing and earn 
second-team All-America honors. The Huskers 
brought home two major awards, as Wistrom 
won the school's fourth Lombardi Award, and 
Taylor was Nebraska's eighth Outland Trophy 
winner, Six Huskers earned first-team All-Big 12 
honors, and although Frost was shut out of first- 
team honors, he became the first Husker, second 


SPRING SCHEDULE 
Practice Schedule 
Week 1—March 30, April 1,3,4 
Week 2—April 6,8, 10,11 
Week 3—April 13, 15,17,18 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, with 
closed scrimmages on three Saturdays 
Week 4—April 20, 22 
Monday, Wednesday 
(Generally, practice is fram 3:30-5:30 
p.m. on the stadium turf) 


National Championship Celebration 
Friday, April 24, 7 p.m. 


Spring Game 
Saturday, April25, 12:30 p.m. 


Coaches Clinic 
April17-18, Friday-Saturday 


prospect for the NFL Draft. Academically, 
Wistrom was Nebraska's 1 3th NCAA Top Eight 
Award winner, the ninth under Osborne. On the 
season..,Despite being double and triple teamed, 
Wistrom had 51 tackles (28 solo). He was first 
on the team in tackles for loss with 17-79 and in 
sacks with 8.5-58. He led the team in QB hurries 
with 25 and is NU’s career record holder in 
tackles for loss (58.5). He had three breakups, 
three forced fumbles and recovered one. 

@ Offensive Guard Aaron Taylor moved 
from center back to his 1995 position (left guard) 
where he started every game last year. A gifted 
athlete, Taylor was the first Husker to be named 
an All-American at two positions (center in 1996 
and left guard in 1997), A consensus first-team 
1997 All-American , Taylor earned Nebraska's 
eighth Outland Trophy. Taylor and Wistrom 
were two of 12 semifinalists for the Lombardi 
Award (Nebraska and Washington were the only 
two schools with two players named to the list, 
and Nebraska was the only school in the Big 12 
with any semifinalists). Taylor and Jason Peter 


Big 12 player and 10th player in Division I-A to 
rush and pass for 1,000 yards in a season. Frost 
finished just one yard off the season record for 
total offense with 2,332. NU led the nation in 
rushing, total offense and scoring, and ranked 
among the nation's top 15 in three defensive 
categories. 


Senior Class Posts 49-2 Record Over Four Years 

With a 49-2 record, the 1997 senior class had a phenomenal four-year 
run. No other team in the history of Division | football can claim to have 
won 46 games over any four-year period, except for the 1996 Husker 
senior class which posted a 47-3 four-year record, The recruiting class of 
1993 can forever brag of these accomplishments: 

# Three National Championships (1994, 1995, 1997) 

@ An Unprecedented 49-2-0 Record Over Four Years 

@ Three Conference Crowns 

@ A Perfect 25-0 Home Record 


Huskers Honored for Perfect Season in 1997 

The Huskers consistently had three names appear on the All-America 
teams last season, defensive tackle Jason Peter, rush end Grant Wistrom 
and offensive guard Aaron Taylor. |-back Ahman Green earned second- 
team honors and several other Huskers were up for awards, Two major 
trophies found their way back to Lincoln, as Wistrom won the Lombardi 
and Taylor won the Outland, Nebraska has won more Outland Trophies 
(eight) than any other school and ranks second only to Ohio State (five) 
in Lombardi Awards with four. Nebraska is the only school to win a 
Lombardi in each of the last three decades. The double-award winners 
marked the fourth time Nebraska had won both the Lombardi and the 
Outland in the same season (also 1972 when Rich Glover won both; 1982 
when Dave Rimington won both; and 1983 when Dean Steinkuhler won 
both). Last year marked the second time a school has swept the awards 
with two different players (first for Nebraska, also Pittsburgh in 1980). 

@ Rush End Grant Wistrom isa two-time first-team All-American 
anda two-time GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-American. Wistrom received 
a National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame $18,000 
postgraduate scholarship in New York on Tuesday, Dec. 9, traveled to 
Houston and won the Lombardi on Dec. 10, and was presentat the ESPN 
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FALL SCHEDULE 
Aug. 24 -- First Day of Classes 
Sept. 5 -- First Game, host Alabama- 
Birmingham, time TBA 


were two of three finalists for the Outland 
Trophy Award. Taylor helped lead NU to the 
1997 rushing title (392.6 ypg). On the Season: 
Taylor had 12 starts and 136 “pancakes” (knock- 
down blocks), averaging a team-best 11,33 per 
game. He had a career-best 19 vs. Colorado. 

@ Defensive Tackle Jason Peter put up 
impressive numbers, especially considering he 
was on the interior line ofa 4-3 defense. A first-team All-American and 
a finalist for the Outland Trophy, Peter was the main reason NU ranked 
third against the rush and didn’t give opponents much room to throw. 
Peter and Wistrom were finalists for the Bronko Nagurski Defensive 
Player-of-the-Year Award. On the season...Peter finished third on the 
team with 60 tackles, including 15-61 TFL, seven sacks, four breakups, 
two fumbles recovered, one caused, and 22 QB hurries. 

@ Quarterback Scott Frost was one of five finalists for the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Award presented annually by the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc., and Kentucky Chapter of The 
National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame, Inc. (Peyton Manning 
won). Frost was also one of 14 nominees for the Davey O’ Brien National 
Quarterback Award. Frost was also a second-team GTE/CoSIDA 
Academic All-American and graduated on Dec, 20, On the season..,Frost 
rushed and passed for } 000 yards, one ofjust 10 quarterbacks in Division 
T-A history to do so (11 times). He ranked 37th nationally in rushing 
averaging 91.3 yards per game, the second bestaverage forany quarterback 
last season. His 6.2 yards per carry was sixth best in the nation and first 
among quarterbacks. An extremely poised and intelligent athlete, Frost 
led the Huskers on a 67-yard march in 62 seconds completing five passes 
for the game-tying TD with no timeouts remaining at Missouri. He had 
three 100-yard rushing days and five 100-yard passing days in 1997. 

@ = [back Ahman Green ranked second nationally inrushing (156.4) 
and in average per carry (6.96). He was a Heisman Trophy candidate and 
one of three finalists for the 1997 Doak Walker Award (Ricky Williams 
won). Hewasalso one of 15 semifinalists for the Football News Offensive 
Player-of-the-Year Award. On the Season...Green rushed for 100 yards 
or more in all but the first contest when he had 99 on just nine carries. He 
had 1,877 yards and 22 TDs rushing and ranks second all time at NU in 
rushing with 3,880 yards. 


Il 


@ Six Huskers Earn First-Team All-Big 12 Honors...On the coaches | 
ballots, six Huskers earned first-team All-Big 12 honors by the AP and the 
coaches, including DT Jason Peter, RE Grant Wistrom, CB Ralph 
Brown, OT Eric Anderson, OG Aaron Taylor, and |B Ahman Green, 
Wistrom was named the Defensive Player-of-the-Year for the second 
consecutive year by both AP and the coaches. 


Nebraska Leads Big 12 in Graduation Rates 


For the second consecutive year, the Husker football team posted the 
top graduation rate among Big 12 member schools at 63 percent in 1997. 
Nebraska’s four-class (1987-90) graduation rate was 63 percent (71 per- 
cent for Caucasian scholarship student-athletes and 55 percent for Afri- 
can Americans). All three figures were higher than the national average 
for all students (53 percent), all student-athletes (58), all football stu- 
dent-athletes (53) and all Division I football student-athletes (54), NU’s 
rate was six percent higher than second-place lowa State (57) and led 
Baylor (53) Missouri (52), Texas (52), Oklahoma (47), Texas Tech (44), 
Colorado (43), Kansas (41), Kansas State (41). Oklahoma State (41) and 
Texas A&M (35). Nebraska’s student-athlete graduation rate for all 
sports, which includes only those students who completed their eligibil- 
ity at NU, is an outstanding 86 percent. 


Dave Gillespie Hired as Running Backs Coach 

With the promotion of Frank Solich to head coach, Nebraska had a 
coaching vacancy for the second consecutive year. After signing day, 
Coach Solich named former Husker assistant Dave Gillespie to coach the 
running backs. Gillespie played I-back for the Huskers from 1974-76, 
graduated from UNL in!977, was a graduate assistant coach for the 
Huskers in 1985 and was Nebraska's recruiting coordinator from 1986- 
93, earning a master's from UNL in 1986. Gillespie coached at the 
University of Kansas the past four years, Last spring, Nebraska hired 
rush ends coach Nelson Barnes from the University of Texas to replace 
Tony Samuel, who took the New Mexico State head coaching position 
after the 1996 season, 


Husker fans and coaches alike anxiously await the return of DeAngelo Evans, 
who rushed for 776 yards as a true freshman in 1996. 
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Three Starters Return on Offense 

Nebraska will be looking for a quarterback, four offensive starters on 
the line, anda starter at I-back, splitend and tightend, but has ample talent 
to chose from. Quarterback Scott Frost, I-back Ahman Green and 
offensive guard Aaron Taylor are gone. Frost became the 10th Division 
[playerto rush and pass for | ,000 yards ina season last year, Green rushed 
for 1,877 yards as a junior and Taylor was a two-time All-American and 
culminated his career by winning the school's eighth Outland Trophy. The 
departure of those three certainly leaves a big void on the Husker offense, 
that won three national statistical titles in 1997: rushing (392.6 ypg); total 
offense (513.7 ypg); and scoring (47.1 ppg) and earned the Coaches’ 
national championship. Nebraska also loses two tight end starters in Tim 
Carpenter and Vershan Jackson and split end JeffLake. Also goneare three 
other linemen, two-time all-conference tackle Eric Anderson, right guard 
Jon Zatechka and left tackle Fred Pollack. Just three starters on the offense 
return, plus veteran place-kicker Kris Brown. Joel Makovicka, who was 
NU's third-leading rusher with 685 yards and nine TDs, returns at fullback. 
Josh Heskew is the only returning starter on the line and although he will 
miss spring ball because of back surgery, he will contend for national 
honors at center this fall. The remainder of the O-line will be filled by 
relatively unexperienced Huskers. Lance Brown is the only returning 
starter at receiver, although Kenny Cheatham, Matt Davison and Sheldon 
Jackson along with Brown, were the Huskers! top receivers. A pair of 
sophomores in DeAngelo Evans and Correll Buckhalter will fill the void 
for Green at I-back. Buckhalter rushed for 311 yards and six TDs while 
Evans took a medical redshirt year after rushing for 776 and 14 TDs his 
freshman year, Junior Frankie London, senior walk-on Monte Christo, 
sophomore Bobby Newcombe and redshirt freshman Eric Crouch will 
compete for the quarterback position. London has the edge in experience, 
backing up Frost last year, but he has completed just 10 passes and has 
42 rushes. Newcombe moved from quarterback to wingback last year after 
the third game. His natural talent assisted him in 173 yards in receptions, 
244 in punt returns and 16 in kickoff returns. Kicker Kris Brown has led 
the Huskers in scoring the past three years and has demolished all of 
Nebraska's kicking records. Solich said,"We've had less starters returning 
in the past, butspring will certainly be important to several of the offensive 
positions." 


Seven Positions Return 10 Starters on Defense 
Even though the Huskers lost perhaps their two most talented and 
decorated defensive linemen, the Blackshirt defense is well-stocked for 
1998. Four positions lost starters, including All-American rush end Grant 
Wistrom, who won the Lombardi and All-American defensive tackle Jason 
Peter, who was an Outland Trophy finalist. Also lost is free safety Eric 
Warfield and Will linebacker Octavious McFarlin. Defensive Coordinator 
Charlie McBride returns 10 players who started at least three games last 
year and lots of pure athletic talent at every position. Chad Kelsay started 
10 games at left rush end last year opposite Wistrom, with Mike Rucker 
starting the firstand last two contests. Rucker will take over for Wistrom 
and the pair of seniors won't miss a beat. Steve Warren started two games 
last year and will take over at nose tackle, Jason Wiltz started 11 games 
and will move over from nose tackle to beside Warren to shore up the line 
in Peter's place. Despite the loss of McFarlin, six very talented linebackers 
return, Tony Ortiz and Brian Shaw shared time at Sam linebacker and will 
secure the position again in 1998. Jay Foreman and Carlos Polk will man 
the middle and Eric Johnson and Julius Jackson will take overat Will. Last 
year at this time, all eyes were on the secondary which returned only Ralph 
Brownatrightcorner, Brown started every gameasa true freshman in 1996 
and again as a sophomore and will contend for national honors his junior 
season. This year the young secondary is a year older and a year more 
experienced. Junior Mike Brown returns at rover, sophomore Erwin 
Swiney returns at left corner and sophomore Clint Finley and redshirt 


freshman Dion Booker will take over at free for Warfield. Punter Jesse 
Kosch, a three-year starter, is gone. He is expected to be replaced by senior 
walk-on Bill Lafleur, Coach Solich said, "I think we will be strong on 
defense. The secondary, linebacking corps and rush end will be very 
strong. We have ample depth at nearly every position, but spring ball will 
be crucial to develop that depth and to see who will emerge as starters." 


Spring Marks Solich's Debut as Head Coach 


While the man at the helm has changed, Solich said the system remains 
intact. He said, "There's a lot of work to do on my end, but not necessarily 
in setting up a system and the way we approach things. That will remain 
the same. But it is all new to me in terms of directing the system. I have 
received tremendous support from our players and coaches as well as from 
administration, fans and other coaches. All these factors will help make 
the transition easier," 


Calling the Plays 

Coach Osborne served as his own offensive coordinator for the entire 
25 years he was at the helm and for six more calling the plays for Bob 
Devaney. Solich will serve as his own offensive coordinator, while Turner 
Gill will most likely Solich’s place in the booth upstairs. It's been 1 S-years 
since Solich has been on the sideline, buthe has experience on the Memorial 
Stadium turf. He was the Husker freshman head coach and offensive 
coordinator from 1979-82 posting a 19-0-1 record. 


Testing Shows Huskers are Leaner 

Assistant Athletic Director and Performance Team leader Boyd Epley 
has declared this year's squad to have lost 435 pounds of fat, gained 145 
pounds of muscle and improved 161 inches in the vertical jump. Leading 
the pack in testing on March 16 in the 10-yard dash was quarterback 
Bobby Newcombe and linebacker Steve Raymond withan electronic 1.55. 
Wingbacks Sean Applegate and Shevin Wiggins posted a 1.56, while 
Demond Finister (wingback), Billy Legate (fullback) and Joe Walker 
(rover) had the third-best time of 1.57. In the 40-yard dash, Newcombe 
was also first with a 4,46, followed by cornerback Wes Woodward (4.50), 
1-back Dan Alexander (4.53), Finister (4,54), Walker (4.57) and Wiggins 
(4.57), Lance Brown posted the best pro-agility run at 3.80 (which takes 
into account speed and player's weight), and Finister had the best vertical 
jump at37 inches. Alexander had the fourth-best performance index ever 
by a Husker with 3,144 points and set a position record for 40-yard dash 
points, Alexander was the first Husker to win the NU Lifter-of-the-Year 
Award last year as a freshman and had a previous best of 3,105 points in 
the performance index. Place-kicker Kris Brown set position records for 
the pro-agility run (3,97) and pro-agility points (658), while punter Bill 
Lafleur set position records in the vertical jump (35 inches), vertical jump 
points (596), pro-agility run (3.91) and pro-agility points (700). Chad 
Kelsay set a rush end record with his pro-agility run time of 3.96 and 893 
points, while Kyle Vanden Bosch's 733 points in the 40-yard dash were 
the most by a rush end, Lonnie Fulton's 4.22 in the pro-agility run was 
a record for an offensive lineman. 


More National Championship Notes 

The Huskers are invited to visit the White House on Thursday, April 
9, Nebraska will attend the same day as the AP champions--Michigan, 
but details have not been finalized regarding the ceremony. 

The Lincoln, Neb. Postal Service is offering University of Nebraska 
national football championship cancellation and commemorative cachet 
products. The limited edition cachet envelope features an official national 
championship logo in red/gold foi! and the national championship post- 
mark. Artwork on the cachet features the 1997 Huskers and Coach Tom 
Osborne as painted by renowned federal duck stamp artist Neal Anderson. 
The post office will offer the cachets under the north and south stadiums 
on the night of the national championship celebration, 


| RG: JON ZATECHKA****(13) 


Huskers BY PosirTion 


1997 starters in caps, 1997 starts in ( ), returning lettermen in 
bold, *denotes letters earned. 


OFFENSE 
Offensive Line... 
Lettermen Lost: Pre-Spring Depth: 


LT: FRED POLLACK****(13) Adam Julch** 
Mike Van Cleave*** Kyle Kollmorgen 
Jim Tansey 
Mike Green 
LG: AARON TAYLOR****(13) James Sherman** 
Brandt Wade*** 


Chris Saalfeld 

Steve Altstadt 

JOSH HESKEW***(13)(inj.) 
Matt Baldwin* 

Dominic Raiola 

Aaron Havlovic 

Ben Gessford* 

Russ Hochstein* 

Jon Rutherford 

Jason Schwab* 

Jeff Clausen** 

Billy Diekmann 

Dave Volk 

+ Matt Hoskinson saw extensive action at both guard positions and center 


C: Matt Hoskinson***+ 


RT: ERIC ANDERSON****(13) 


The Offensive Line Briefly...Along with key offensive skill posi- 
tions, the offensive line is a position in transition. Gone are four starters 
including Outland Trophy winner Aaron Taylor (LG), two-time all- 
conference Eric Anderson (RT), right guard Jon Zatechka and left tackle 
Fred Pollack. Solich said, "The offensive line has gaps, but we did have 
some players who got playing time in. Jason Schwab has great move- 
ment and excellent athletic ability. He really came on toward the end of 
the year in terms of learning the system, Adam Julch is another guy that 
as the season went on, started developing. Ben Gessford, a walk-on, has 
a real opportunity to compete for a starting job as does James Sherman 
at offensive guard. Spring ball will be very important to the line and to 
the team in terms of their development, We are open to having some 
movement on the line in terms of switching from guard to tackle and vise 
versa. We have enough talent to develop not only starters, but their 
backups as well. Several will be vying for the four offensive line posi- 
tions. They are wide open. We expect to have several unexperienced 
players move into those roles, so spring will be a vital training time for 
them." Backups are needed as well as starters, as senior Matt Hoskinson 
was the sixth man in last year relieving Taylor, Heskew and Zatechka. 
Adam Julch, Jason Schwab and Jeff Clausen will contend for starting 
tackle positions and James Sherman, Brandt Wade, Ben Gessford and 
Russ Hochstein are the only other returning letterwinners. Four redshirt 
freshmen could contend for positions including tackles Kyle Kollmorgen 
and Dave Volk, guard Jon Rutherford and center Dominic Raiola. Heskew 
will miss his second consecutive spring after having back surgery after 
the bow! game, Last year he missed with a broken foot. Matt Baldwin 
is a junior with one letter backing up Heskew. Five four-year lettermen 
and one three-year letterman are gone. Combined, the O-line returnees 
have just 13 letters combined. [t will be a crucial spring for Milt Tenopit’s 
"pipeline," but in Tenopir's 24 years, the Huskers have ranked among 
the nation's top three in rushing 20 of those years. The O-Line position 
has been a "pipeline" to the NFL of late, as five Huskers are active in the 
NFL, including Will Shields (Kansas City), Zach Wiegert (St. Louis), 
Brenden Stai (Pittsburgh), Rob Zatechka (New York Giants), and Aaron 
Graham (Arizona) are all key factors for their teams. Taylor and Ander- 
son will get their shot this year. 
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Receivers... 

SE: JEFFLAKE****(9) Kenny Cheatham***(4) 
Matt Davison* 

Billy Haafke** 

Craig Fischer* 
LANCE BROWN***(7) 
Shevin Wiggins**(2) 
Sean Applegate* 

John Gibson 

Sheldon Jackson***(1) 
T.J. DeBates** 


WB: Sean Wieting** 


TE: TIMCARPENTER****(11) 
Vershan Jackson***(7) 


Receivers in Brief...Receivers coach Ron Brown loses just four and 
returns nine letterwinners for 1998. Gone are two first-team tight ends 
in Vershan Jacksonand Tim Carpenter, Both had excellent blocking skills, 
but Sheldon Jackson, the tight end with the most catches, returns. He had 
11 catches last season to rank fourth on the team and caught a team-best 
4-56 in the Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee. Several talented receivers return, 
including split ends Kenny Cheatham (led Huskers with 14 catches for 191 
yards and 0 TDs) and Matt Davison (11-232-1) and wingbacks Lance 
Brown (12-226-0) and Shevin Wiggins (6-76-0), Ahman Green, who tied 
with Cheatham for the team lead with 14 catches for 105 yards from his 
I-back position and Bobby Newcombe, who will move back to quarterback 
this spring and was sixth on the team with seven catches for 173 yards, 
are the only letterwinners lost with significant statistics. Seniors Jeff Lake 
(SE) had 4-40 and Vershan Jackson had 5-60. 


Running Backs... 
FB: Josh Cobb** JOEL MAKOVICKA***(11) 
Billy Legate*** 

Willie Miller* 

Ben Kingston* 

DeAngelo Evans* 
-OR-Correll Buckhalter* 
Dan Alexander* 


1B: AHMAN GREEN***(13) 
Jay Sims** 


Center Josh Heskew is the only returning starter on the Husker offensive line, 
He will contend for national honors in this his senior season. 


Running Backs in Brief... There's good news and bad news at the I- 
back position in 1998, The bad news is that the Huskers lose two-time 
all-conference and second-team All-American Ahman Green. Green led 
the Huskers with 1,877 yards and 22 TDs last year and finished his three- 
year career as NU's second-leading rusher all time with 3,880 yards. Green 
opted for the NFL after his junior season. The good news is the probable 
return of DeAngelo Evans, who had 776 yards as a true freshman 
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alternating with Green in 1996. Evans sat out last spring and all of the fall 
ona medical hardship. He had surgery in July and October of 1997 to repair 
a pelvic muscle and is just now returning to physical action, Solich said, 
"Running back continues to be a strong position for us. How strong we 
are will be determined a little bit by the status of De Angelo Evans. Correll 
Buckhalter played very wellasatrue freshman. Dan Alexander will remain 
at the I-back spot and concentrate solely at that position. Dan White has 
excellent quickness and change of direction, and Dahrran Diedrick will be 
able to participate this spring. He isa guy who has a lot ofathletic ability. 
The fact that he is able to come in early and go through winter conditioning 
and spring ball is important and puts him in the mix. Through the years, 
we have utilized a lot of true freshmen, particularly at [-back, In the fall, 
we will takea look at the incoming freshmen as well." Evans will join Correll 
Buckhalter, who returns after rushing for 311 yards and six TDs as a true 
freshman last season. Sophomore Dan Alexander, a big strong I-back (6- 
(0), 250) will also contend for more playing time. He rushed 16 times for 
74 yards last year, but was slowed after tearing an ACL last spring. 
Dahrran Diedrick is an incoming scholarship freshman who joined the 
Huskers in January and will be able go out for spring ball, The Huskers 
also lost Jay Sims, who rushed for 608 yards and six TDs in his three-year 
career. Fullback is secure as former walk-on Joel Makovicka returns, 
"Mak" had 685 yards and nine TDs, which tied the Husker season fullback 
record. He will be backed by senior walk-on Billy Legate, scholarship 
sophomore Willie Miller and junior walk-on Ben Kingston, Solich said, 
"Joel Makovicka played tremendously well last season. Billy Legate and 
Willie Miller are both strong backups with experience." Former Husker 
I-back Dave Gillespie will take over coaching the running backs for Solich. 
Gillespie spent the last four years coaching at the University of Kansas. 


Returning Husker Running Backs...1997 Stats 


Player G/S_ Att. Gain Lost Net TDs YPC YPG 
Makovicka 12/10 105 685 0 685 9 65 57.1 
Buckhalter 12/0 54 313 2 311 6 58 283 
Legate 20 12 74 0 74 O 62 62 
Alexander 6/0 16 74 #6 68 0) 4.3 11.3 
Miller ao ‘Id se 4) 49) 49 61 
Kingston 3/0 3 6 oO 6 0 2.0 2.0 
Totals 53/10 200 1,20512 1,193 16 5.96 99.4 
Quarterbacks... 


QB: SCOTT FROST**(13) Frankie London** 

Monte Christo** 
-OR-Bobby Newcombe*+ 
Jay Runty 

Eric Crouch 

+ Newcombe saw action in the first two games at quarterback, then moved 


to wingback where he played the last 10 games 


The Quarterbacks in Brief...Another key offensive position this 
spring is quarterback. Scott Frost led the Huskers to their third national 
title in four years after transferring as a junior from Stanford. He was the 
starter in every game the last two years. Frost became the first Husker 
and 10th Division I quarterback overall to rush (1,095, 19 TDs) and pass 
(1,237. four interceptions, five TDs) for 1,000 yards in a season. It will 
be a hotly contested race and one closely watched and graded daily by 
quarterbacks coach Turner Gill. The former All-Big Eight Husker 
quarterback noted that a starter may not be tabbed until fall. Contenders 
include junior Frankie London, who was Frost's backup last year and 
recorded just 399 yards in total offense; senior walk-on Monte Christo 
who in three years of action has endured numerous injuries and has just 
three game rushes, but the most practice experience; sophomore Bobby 
Newcombe, who as a true freshman last year played in two games at 
quarterback, completing one pass, then switched to wingback where he 
was a valuable contributor as a receiver and return man; and redshirt 
freshman Eric Crouch, who isa talented athlete who spent 1997 recovering 
from ankle surgery. Sophomore walk-on Jay Runty is also available. 


Charting the Husker QBs Game Experience...Career Stats 


OB “letters Gms/St. Rush(A-Y-T) Pass (A-C-I-Y-T) 

Frankie London** 14/0 45-238-3 22-10-0-201-0 

Monte Christo** 6/0 3-35-0 0-0-0-0-0 

Bobby Newcombe* 12/0 16-158-1 1-1-0-15-0 

Jay Runty 3/0 2-8-0 0-0-0-0-0 

Eric Crouch DNP--Medical redshirt 

Totals 35/0 66-439-4 23-11-0-216-0 

DEFENSE 

Defensive Line... 

LR: CHAD KELSAY+***(10) 
Kyle Vanden Bosch* 
Brandon Mooberry* 


NT: Brandon Drum** 
Ross Tessendor{* 

DT: JASON PETER****(13) 
Derek Allen** 
Tom Milius* 

RR: GRANT WISTROM****(13) 
Curt Lenners* 


Steve Warren**(2) 
Luis Almanzar 
JASON WILTZ**(11) 
Loran Kaiser* 


MIKE RUCKER+***(3) 
Travis Toline*** 

Aaron Wills** 

+ Rucker started first and last two games of the season for Kelsay at left 
rush end. Kelsay and Rucker alternated opposite All-American Grant 
Wistrom. Wiltz started 11 games at nose tackle. 


As a true freshman, Correll Buckhalter rushed for 311 yards and six TDs while 
backing up Ahman Green. 
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The Rush Ends/Defensive Tackles Briefly...One certainly cannot 
underestimate the loss of Grant Wistrom at right rush end or Jason Peter 
at defensive tackle. Wistrom is just the school's second student-athlete 
to earn back-to-back first-team All-America and first-team academic All- 
America honors. He led the team in tackles for loss (17-79), sacks (8.5- 
58) and quarterback hurries (25), while Peter was also a first-team All- 
American who was tied for second in tackles for loss (15-61), was third 
in sacks (7-40) and second in quarterback hurries (22). Together, the pair 
also caused four fumbles, recovered three, broke up seven passes and had 
11] tackles on the line. Their leadership will also be missed. Solich said, 
"Jason and Grant were not only great players, but they were excellent 
leaders and great motivational players for us. They played tremendously 
hard and were vital in enabling us to accomplish all our goals during winter 
conditioning and spring ball last year. They took it upon themselves to 
press other players into working hard. I am hoping that those types of 
leaders will again emerge for us this spring. That will be vital to our success. 
Rush end will continue to be strong for us and I think we have the potential 
to be strong up frontagain also. We will need to continue to improve and 
to develop backups at this position." Two future All-Americans are ready 
to emerge, as Mike Rucker will move to the right side and Chad Kelsay 
will stay at left rush end. Both are seniors this year and both have a habit 
of making big plays. Rucker has played in 33 regular-season games and 
has 31 tackles for loss and 15.5 sacks. Kelsay has 34 games under his belt, 
13 tackles for losses and 7.5 sacks. Four other letterwinners are available 
to back up both rush end positions, including Kyle Vanden Bosch, a 
talented athlete who played in every game as a true freshman last year, 
sophomore Brandon Mooberry, senior Travis Toline and junior Aaron 
Wills. On the interior line, junior Steve Warren will remain at nose tackle 
where he had 25 tackles and two starts, while senior Jason Wiltz will help 
man the line taking Peter's place at defensive tackle. Wiltz has lettered 
twice and has 56 tackles to his credit. 


Linebackers... 

SLB: TONY ORTIZ**(4) 
BRIAN SHAW**(8) 
Quint Hogrefe** 

MLB: JAY FOREMAN***(13) 


Carlos Polk* 

Ben Buettenback** 
WLB: OCTAVIOUS McFARLIN****(12) Eric Johnson**(1) 

Julius Jackson** 

Josh Kohl** 


The Linebackers Briefly...""The linebacker positions will be very 
strong for us," Solich said. "We have a number of guys with a lot of 
experience and playing time who have proven they can perform." Jay 
Foreman returns for his senior year after starting every game at middle 
linebacker in 1997 . He will be backed by Carlos Polk, one of the most 
talented athletes on the team, and Ben Buettenback. Speedster Eric 
Johnson takes over at Will linebacker after sharing the position with starter 
Octavious McFarlin last year. McFarlin is the only letterwinner lost 
among the three positions. Julius Jackson and Josh Kohl both have earned 
two letters and will back up Johnson. Brian Shaw started the first eight 
games at Sam linebacker before giving way to Tony Ortiz. Both return as 
juniors. Two-time letterwinner Quint Hogrefe will back up Ortiz and 
Shaw at Sam. Position coach Craig Bohl will have plenty of options this 
season. 
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Secondary... 

LCB: Brandon Harrison* ERWIN SWINEY*(10)(inj.) 
Khari Reynolds* 

Clint Finley*(1) 

Dion Booker 

MIKE BROWN**(13) 

Joe Walker* (1) 

Brandon Quindt* 

Gregg List** 

RALPH BROWN**(i3) 
Jerome Peterson**(3-LCB) 
Josh Anderson* 


FS: ERICWARFIELD***(12) 


ROVER: 


RCB; Jason Benes** 


The Secondary Briefly...Last year at this time, secondary coach 
George Darlington had three holes to fill. A true sophomore and a true 
freshman moved in and performed well. This year, juniors Mike Brown 
and Ralph Brown are notonly grizzled vets, butare capable of contending 
for both conference and national honors. Ralph is a two-year starter at 
corner and Mike returns at rover where he started in 1997 (played corner 
in 1996). Mike is one of the hardest hitters on the team. Erwin Swiney 
took over starting duties for the last 10 games at left corner and will hold 
that position again in 1998, while Clint Finley gained valuable experience 
backing up Eric Warfield at free safety lastyear. Backups are also in place 
and Darlington has | 0 athletes who have lettered and seen valuable playing 
time. Dion Booker redshirted as a freshman last year and will back up 
Finley. Jerome Peterson started the first three games at left cornerand will 
back up Ralph at right corner this season. Joe Walker played corner and 
was the Huskers’ nickel back last season. He will back up Mike at rover. 
Solich said, "By the time the bowl game came around last year, the 
secondary had really developed as a unit and was playing with a 
tremendous amountof confidence. | expect that will continue this season, 
The secondary is one of our strongest positions entering spring ball.” 


SPECIALISTS 
Kickers... 
KO/FG/PAT: Ted Retzlaff*** = KRIS BROWN***(13) 
Dan Hadenfeldt* 
Chace Long 


PUNTER: JESSE KOSCH****(13)Bill Lafleur*** 

Dan Hadenfeldt* 

Brian Morro 

The Kickers Briefly...Gone is three-year starting punter Jesse Kosch, 

but place-kicker Kris Brown, who owns nearly every place-kicking record 
in the books, returns. Last year Brown was second in scoring with 116 
points. He hit on 18-21 field goals (including a school-record 16 
consecutive) and on all 62 of his PATs. Bill Lafleur ts the heir apparent 
for punting duties, but only kicked in two games last year (one punt for 
40 yards). 


Specialists... 
KR: SHEVIN WIGGINS** 
JOEWALKER* 
Kenny Cheatham*** 
PR: SHEVIN WIGGINS** 
LANCE BROWN*** 
BOBBY NEWCOMBE* 
HOLDER: TEDRETZLAFF*** — Frankie London** 


SNAPPER: KYLE HENSON* 
Brandon Drum** 


Dominic Raiola 
Russ Hochstein* 


Specialists Briefly...All the return guys are back although the Huskers 
could be without the services of Bobby Newcombe if he should win the 
quarterback position. Wiggins led the team in punt returns with 19-220, 
while Newcombe had | 2-244 (20.3 per return average) and one TD. Joe 
Walkerhad 7-39 while Lance Brown had 3-27. Walkeraveraged 25.7 yards 
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perreturn on kickoffs, returning | 5-389, while Wiggins would have ranked 
ninth nationally with a27.0 average perreturn, but he lacked the minimum 
number of returns. Senior snapper Kyle Henson is gone, as is holder Ted 
Retzlaff, Replacements for both will be developed during the spring, but 
Dominic Raiola, a redshirt freshman, is the probable snapper while 
quarterback Frankie London, or a kicker to be named later, could inherit 
the holding duties. 


ALL-AMERICA AND 
Mason Awarp CANDIDATES 


#35 Kris Brown 


Place-Kicker 
5-10, 205, Sr. Letters: Three 
Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 


1998 Lou Groza Award Candidate 

1998 All-America Candidate 

1997 Lou Groza Award Semifinalist 

1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (Coaches) 
1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-America Nominee 
1996 Second-Team All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches) 
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Brown’s School Records 


Points Scored by Kickers, Career,..299 (170-174 PATs, 43-56 FG) 
Field Goals Made, Career...43 (56 attempts) 

Field Goals Attempted, Career,..52 (39 made) 

PATs Made, Career...170 (174 attempts) 

PATs Attempted, Career.,.174 (170 made) 

Field Goals Made, Season...18, 1997 (21 attempts) 

Points Scored by Kickers, Season...116, 1997 

Consecutive PATs Made, Season...62, 1997 (ties record) 
Consecutive Field Goals Made...16 (1997, nomiss since game three) 
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Place-kicker Kris Brown has been booming kickoffs and making field 
goals with pinpoint accuracy, during the 1997 season and throughout his 
Nebraska career. Brown, who will be a senior in 1998, has made his last 
16 regular-season field goal attempts and has been NU's go-to guy since 
the 1995 season. Inthe 1998 Orange Bowl against Tennessee, Brown was 
successful on all six PATs. Brown has demolished every Husker career 
kicking record, In fact, the only career record he has yet to break is the all- 
time scoring record, Brown is second at 299 points just 13 behind Heisman 
Trophy winner Mike Rozier's 312 points from 1981-83. Brown has 
converted a school-best 170 point-after touchdowns on a record 174 
attempts (.977 percent). Brown has made 43 field goals on 56 attempts 
(.768), both school bests. He has scored more points than any kicker in 
school history with his 299. His 46-yard field goal against Colorado was 
a season long, but he has hit two of more than 50 in his career. He is 9- 
140n field goals of 40 yards or more, 5-6 last season, Six times he has hit 
atleast three field goals ina game and twice he has successfully kicked four 
(vs. Kansas State in 1996, vs. Texas A&M in 1997 Big 12 Championship 
game). His career-long field goal was a51-yarderys. Texas in the 1996 Big 
12 Championship game. 

Brown holds numerous season records as well. His 18 field goals in 
1997 bettered Gregg Barrios' school record of 14 in 1990; his 116 points 
breaks his own school record for points by a kicker (he had 97 as a true 
freshman); his 1 16 points bettered the school record points by ajunior(102 


by Johnny Rodgers in 1971 and Mike Rozier in 1982), but was second behind 
teammate Ahman Green's 132 last year. He also set season records for | 
mostPATs and most PATs without a miss, hitting on all 62 of his attempts. 
He isjust the fifth Husker to not have any misses inaseason. Counting the 
11 PATs he made at the end of 1996, Brown has now made 73 ina row (the 
school record is 83). As a prepster, Brown was a quarterback at Carroll 
High School in Texas. 


Kris Brown's Career Statistics 


Scoring Field Goal Range 

Year G PAT FG TP PPG 1-1920-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Lg 
1995 11 58-61 13-16 97 88 0-0 6-7 6-7 1-2 0-0 47 
1996 12 50-51 12-19 86 7.2 0-0 6-6 3-7 1-4 2-2 5] 
1997 12 62-62 18-21 116 90 0-0 6-7 78 5-6 0-0 46 
Total 35170-17443-56 299 8.5 0-018-20 16-22 7-12 2-2 51 


Tackles: 2 UT. 0 AT, 2 TT, 1995; 1 UT, 1 AT, 2 TT, 1996; 1UT, 
LAT, 2TT, 1997 

1996 Fiesta Bowl vs, Florida: PATs 5-6, | blocked; Field Goals 2-2 (26 
and 24 yards, both in second quarter) 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: PATs 5-5; Field Goals 2-2 (25 
and 37 yards) 

1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: PATs 6-6 

Brown's Field Goal Sequence Game-by-Game 

1995; (24); (22.47. 20): (0); (30), (33.22, 20): (0); (0); (25,36. 37): (38); 
(0); (31, 45, 27, 35)...Bowl--(26, 24) 

1996; (35,24); (0); (27): (45,27, 28, 50, 34); (49, 34); (39.49); (0); (25); 
(31, 35); (0); (30, 41); (51. 24)...Bowl--(25, 37) 

1997: (38, 34); (27, 21):(41, 20.31); (31, 32): (0), (32, 41, 35); (0); (24, 
42); (44); (0); (25, 46); (27.26.31.44),,.Bowl--none 


and is just 13 points short of the overall NU career scoring record. 


Husker Top Three Point Scorers -- All Positions 


Plaver, Years TD PATs FG TP 
1. Mike Rozier, IB, 1981-82-83 52 0 0 312 
2. Kris Brown, PK, 1995-96-97 0 170-174 43-56 299 
3. Johnny Rodgers, WB, 1970-71-72 45 0 0 270 


#22 Ralph Brown 


Right Cornerback 
5-9, 180, Jr. Letters: Two 
Hacienda Heights, Calif. (Bishop Amat) 


1998 All-America Candidate 

1998 Jim Thorpe Award Candidate 

1997 First-Team All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches, Football News) 
1996 First-Team Freshman All-American (Sporting News) 
1996 Big 12 Defensive Newcomer-of-the-Year (AP) 

1996 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches) 

@ School-Record 21 Career Pass Breakups 

@ School-Record Seven Pass Breakups in a Game (vs. CU, '96) 
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Nowa two-year starter and veteran in the secondary, Ralph Brown will 
contend for All-America honors in 1998. Brown started every game in 
1997 and had 29 tackles (18 solo). He had two interceptions on the season, 
1-23 vs. Akron in the first game, and 1-5 vs. Texas A&M in the Huskers' 
last regular-season game. He led the team with nine pass breakups and 
combined with his 12 from 1996 (second most ever by a Husker), Brown 
has 21, which betters Barron Miles' career record of 19 from 1992-94. His 


_ tackles for losses were against Kansas State (1-1) and Kansas (1-4), and 
| his season-best tackle day was six against Colorado. Brown was a 


consensus first-team All-Big 12 athlete, after earning honorable-mention 
honors two years ago, In 1996, Brown became the first Husker position 
player (excluding kickers) to start the first game ofhis freshman year since 
WWII. He had a remarkable first season. In 12 games (and 12 starts), 
Brown had 28 tackles (15 solo), one fumble recovery, 12 breakups and 
four interceptions for 83 yards and one TD. Brown's 12 pass breakups 
were the second most in a season all time at NU, one off the school record 
and only the second time in NU history a Husker has had double-figure 
breakups (school record is 13 by Barron Miles in 1994). Brown broke a 
school record with seven breakups against No. 5 Colorado and aided the 
team to a school-record 15 breakups in the game. 


Ralph Brown's Career Statistics 


Defense ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UF AT TE TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996 12/12 15 13 28 1-1 0-0 0-1 0 12 *4 0 0 
1997 12/12 18 1 29 625 O00 00 0 92 02 O 
Total24/24 33 24 57 3-6 0-0 0-1 0 21 *6 0 0 


| Interceptions: *6-111, 1-83-yard TD vs. Oklahoma, 1996; 1-23 vs. 


Akron, 1-5 vs. Texas A&M, 1997 
1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Tackles 1 UT, 0 AT, 1 TT 
1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Tackles | UT, 0 AT, | TT; 1 FF 
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#59 Josh Heskew 


Center 
6-3, 290, Sr. Letters: Three 
Mustang, Okla. 


@ 1998 All-America Candidate 
@ 1998 Outland Trophy Candidate 
@ 1997 Third-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


Center Josh Heskew is the only returning starter on an outstanding 
offensive line which led the nation in rushing at 392.6 yards per game. 
Heskew will miss his second consecutive spring camp after having back 
surgery after the bowl game. He will return in the fall to lead the young 
line and to contend for All-America and Outland Trophy honors. An 
Oklahoma native, Heskew took over the starting center duties at the end 
of the 1996 season when Nebraska played Virginia Tech in the Orange 
Bowl. Even though he missed all of spring ball with a broken right foot, | 
he retained that role and started every game last fall. Heskew's best game 
featured a career-best 17 pancakes vs. Texas A&M. He also had double- 
figure knock downs against Central Florida, Kansas State, Baylor, Kansas 
and Missouri for | 16 total (9.7 per game). He helped NU win the statistical 
national titles in rushing (392.6), total offense (513.7) and scoring (47.1). 
Heskew played in every game except Arizona State in 1996. He was the 
backup to All-American center Aaron Taylor. Heskew aided the Huskers 
toaNo. 4 national ranking in rushing (291.9 ypg),a No. 25 ranking in total 
offense (422.4 ypg) anda No. 4 ranking in scoring offense (42.7 ppg). He 
had a total of 44 pancakes on the season (4,0 average) with a best of eight 
vs. Kansas. Heskew played in nine games as NU's No. 3 center in 1995. 
He redshirted and did not see action in 1994 while recovering from 
arthroscopic surgery after reporting to Lincoln in January of 1994. 


Josh Heskew's Career Data 
Games Played/Started--34/14 

1997 "Pancakes" (Knock-down blocks)--1 16 (9.7) 
"Pancake" Best--17 vs. Texas A&M, 1997 


Junior corner Ralph Brown will contend for All-America honors in 1998, 
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RETURNING STARTERS AND 
Aut-Big 12 CanpiIDATES 


#14 Lance Brown 


Wingback 
5-11, 190, Sr. Letters: Three 
Papillion (Papillion-LaVista) 


@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 
@ 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VII 


A versatile athlete, Lance Brown had an outstanding year in 1997, He 
wasakey contributor to the Husker offense as NU's third-leading receiver, 
he contributed on special teams, returning punts and kickoffs, he broke up 
a pass ona fake punt in the Big !2 Championship game and had one tackle 
on NU's punt coverage team. Off the field, Brown earned his degree in 
business management and plans on taking graduate classes next fall. With 
a3.745 cumulative grade pointaverage, Brown was named to the Academic 
All-Big 12 first team and to the GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VU 
team. Brownplayed in every game in 1997 and started seven. He finished 
as Nebraska's third-leading receiver with 12 catches for 226 yards and no 
TDs. He averaged 18.8 yards per catch and had a long of 35 yards twice, 
vs. Baylor and Washington. His best day was two catches for 59 yards 
ys. Baylor, He had two catches four times last season, vs. Washington, 
Baylor, Texas Tech and Kansas. He also had two rushes for 12 yards, 


| including a nine-yard touchdown ys. Oklahoma, In the Big 12 Champi- 


onship game, Brown recorded his first pass breakup, when at the end of 
the third quarter, A&M faked a punt, Brown was the "safe" back on 
coverage, and cutting across the field, Brown broke up the long bomb near 
the end zone. Brown also had a 27-yard reception and a 21-yard kickoff 
return onan onside kickin the game. In 1996, Brown played inevery game 
except the season opener, alternating with starter Jon Vedral at wingback. 
Brown caught five passes in |1 games for 101 yards and scored one 
touchdown--a career-best 41-yard grab from Scott Frostat Oklahoma. He 
also returned three punts for 17 yards in three separate games, including 
a long of eight yards against Missouri. A scholarship athlete, Brown 
redshirted in 1994, then played in all 12 games as Nebraska's No. 3 split 
end and saw time at wingback in 1995. 


Lance Brown’s Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds WR WG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 11/0 2 44 220 40 39 vs. ASU | 
1996 11/0 5 101 20.2 9.2 41vs.OU l 
1997 12/5 12 226 188 18.8 35 vs. Wash. 0 
Totals 34/5 19 371 19.5 10.9 41 vs. ASU 2 
Punt Returns 

Year No. Yds. AR Long TDs 

1995 0 0 0.0 0 0 

1996 3 17 5.7. 8 vs. MU 0 

1997 3 27 #9<0 I5 ys. BU 0 

Totals 6 44 73 £15vs.BU 0 


Kickoff Returns: 1-21 in 1997 (vs. Texas A&M) 

Pass Breakups: | in 1997 (vs. Texas A&M); Tackles: 0 UT, | AT, 
1 TT in 1997; 1996 Fiesta Bowl: Receiving, none 

1996 Orange Bow] vs. Virginia Tech: Receiving, 1-23 

1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Receiving, none; | fumble rec. 


#21 Mike Brown 


Rover 
5-10, 205, Jr. Letters: Two 
Scottsdale, Ariz. (Saguaro) 


® 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-America Nominee 
@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 
@ 1997 Second-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


A. first-year starter as a sophomore in 1997, Brown played like a 
veteran, He led the team in tackles and quickly earned a reputation as a 


hard, sure hitter. He will contend forall-conference honors in 1998. After | 


moving from left corner to rover before spring ball, Brown totaled 77 
tackles (36 solo) starting every game. He had four tackles for loss (1-2 vs. 
Central Florida, Oklahoma and A&M and shared a tackle for loss vs. 
Kansas State). He had two pass interceptions. 1-0 vs. lowa State and 1- 
21 in the Big 12 Championship game vs. Texas A&M. Brown also had 
four breakups. Brown led the team in tackles five times, recordinga career- 
best 12 vs. Oklahoma, Healso had ninevs. Central Floridaand Texas Tech, 
and eight ys. Missouri and Texas A&M. With a 3.222 cumulative grade 
point average, Brown was a nominee for GTE/CoSIDA Academic All- 
America honors and was a first-team Academic All-Big 12 honor winner. 
In 1996, Brown was one of five true freshmen who made key contributions. 
Brown played in 11 games (all but Colorado State) behind left corners 
Michael Bookerand Mike Fullman and recorded 12 tackles, including eight 
solo stops. He had one breakup (vs. Iowa State) and one interception 
against Kansas that he returned for 44 yards. 


Mike Brown's Career Statistics 


Defense ( -------Tackles----- ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S Uf AT TT ‘TFL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996 11/0 8 4 12 0-0 §©6©0-0 0-0 0 Na 0 0 
1997 1212 36 41 77 46 O00 00 0 42 00 
Totals23/12 44 45 89 4-6 0-0 0-0 0 53 0 0 


Interceptions: 3-70; 1-44 vs, Kansas, 1996; 1-0 vs. Iowa State; 1-26 
vs. Texas A&M, 1997 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles, none 

1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Tackles,5 UT,0 AT, 5 TT;1 PBU 


#6 Kenny Cheatham 


Split End 
6-4, 210, Sr. Letters: Three 
Phoenix, Ariz. (South Mountain) 


An outstanding athlete with good size (6-4, 210), split end Kenny 
Cheatham returns for his senior year. Bothered by a nagging pulled quad 
muscle, Cheatham sat out the firstand last games of the season (Akron and 
Texas A&M) and also game seven vs. Kansas. He played in nine and 
started four (vs. Central Florida, Washington, Missouri and Colorado). 
Despite the limited action, Cheatham tied I-back Ahman Green for the 
team lead with 14 catches, Cheatham was third in receiving yards with 191 
and averaged 13.6 percatch, He didn't haveany TD receptions, but caught 
a season-long 31 yarder vs, Colorado. On Nebraska's 10-play, 67-yard 
game-tying TD drive against Missouri which began at the 1:02 mark of 
regulation, Cheatham caught three passes from Scott Frost for 42 yards. 
In the game, he had a career-best 5-54. He caught at least two passes in 
each of the last three regular-season games he played (5-54 vs. Missouri, 
2-26 vs. lowa State and 2-42 vs. Colorado), a streak which will continue 
into nextseason. Cheatham had one kickoffreturn for 23 yards lastseason 
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vs. Kansas State. Cheatham played in every game in 1996, alternating with 
JeffLake behind starter Brendan Holbein. He earned his first career start 
against Arizona State when Nebraska opened in split formation. Cheatham 
caught seven passes for 105 yards in 1996, including a 30-yard TD from 
Matt Turman in the season opener against Michigan State. He tied his 
season best with two catches for 19 yards against Baylor and hada career- 
best 34-yard reception vs. Kansas. Cheatham also had three punt returns 
forseyen yards and two kickoffreturns for 1 00 yards, including an 85-yard 
score in the fourth quarter against Oklahoma. That touchdown marked the 
first time the Huskers had scored on a kickoff return in six years. A 
scholarship athlete, Cheatham redshirted in 1994, then played in the first 
five games in 1995, catching four passes for 31 yards before suffering a 
shoulder separation that ended his season. 


Kenny Cheatham's Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds) YR WG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 5/0 4 31 62 7.8 10 (twice) 0 
1996 12/1 7 105 15,0 8.8 34vs. KU I 
1997 94 14 191 136 21.2 3ivs.CcU 0 
Totals 26/5 25 327 13.8 12.6 34vs.KU 1 
Punt Returns 

Year No. Yds. AR Long TDs 

1995 8 102 12.8 33 vs. Pac. 0 

1996 3 q 3 3 vs. KU 0 

1997 0 0 00 0 0 

Totals 1i «6109 (9.9 33 0 

Kickoff Returns 

Year No. Yds. AR Long TDs 

1995 2 56 28.0 33 vs. OSU 0 

1996 2 100 50.0 85 vs.OU 1 

1997 1 23 23.0 23 vs. K-St. 0 

Totals 5 179 35.8 B85 ys.OU 1 


1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Receiving, 1-23, Kickoff Returns 
2-43 (23 long) 
1998 Orange Bowl ys. Tennessee: Receiving, none 


#44 Jay Foreman 


Mike Linebacker 
6-1, 240, Sr. Letters: Three 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 


@ 1997 Butkus Award Watch List 
@ 1997 Second-Team All-Big 12 (AP) 
@ 1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


An early-season Butkus Award Watch List member, Jay Foreman 
started every game at Mike Linebacker and finished second on the team 
with 61 tackles (17 solo). He was in on two sacks (vs. Central Florida and 
Washington) and had five tackles for 10 yards lost, with a best of 2-3 vs. 
nationally ranked Kansas State. Foreman also had one pass breakup and 
forced a fumble against Central Florida, He was sixth on the team with nine 
quarterback hurries. Foreman had a career-best 12 tackles (three solo) at 
Colorado and had five solo stops (nine total) at No. 2 Washington, In 1996, 
Foreman played in every game at Mike linebacker, alternating with senior 
Jon Hesse. Foreman finished seventh on the team in tackles with 43 stops, 
22 of those solo, to rank fourth on the team. He also had two key 
interceptions on the year, one for a six-yard return against Oklahoma in 
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the second quarter, which the Huskers converted into a touchdown, and one 
he picked off from Koy Detmer against Colorado and returned 21 yards for 
Nebraska's first score with 6:20 remaining in the first quarter to give NUa 
7-6 lead. He also had two quarterback hurries on the year, and shared a 
sack with Grant Wistrom in the Baylor game. He started every game at 
Sam linebacker as a redshirt freshman in 1995, recording 32 tackles, 
including two for five yards lost and two quarterback hurries. He started 
against Florida in the Fiesta Bowl, recording three tackles in the 62-24 win. 
From Eden Prairie High School in Minnesota, Jay is the son of Chuck 
Foreman, the former Minnesota Vikings great. 


Jay Foreman's Career Statistics 

Defense ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1994--Redshirted 


1995 11/11 10 22 32 25 68000 0 00 2 0 
1996 12/0 10 33 43 12 05-2 1-0 0 J #3, +20 
1997 12/2 17 44 61 5-10 1560-0 0 10 9 0 
Totals35/23 37 99 136 “17 2-8 if 0 2*2 13 0 


Interceptions: 2-27 (1-6 vs. Oklahoma; |-21,'TD vs. Colorado, 1996) 


1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Tackles, | UT, 2 AT, 3 TT 
1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Tackles, 2 UT, 1 AT, 3 TT 
1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee; Tackles, 3 UT, 2 AT, 5 TT 


#57 Chad Kelsay 


Left Rush End 
6-3, 250, Sr. Letters: Three 
Auburn, Neb. 


@ 1997 Second-Team GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-American 
@ 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VII 

® 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

@ 1997 Third-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


Chad Kelsay finished as Nebraska's 10th-leading tackler in 1997, 
playing in every game and starting all but the first and the last two. He 
and Mike Rucker combined at lefi rush, opposite All-American and 
Lombardi Award winner Grant Wistrom, This season, Rucker will move 
to the right side, giving NU two All-America type ends. Kelsay had 34 
stops in 1997 (13 solo), three sacks for 29 yards lost, seven tackles for 40 
yards lost, one fumble recovery anda five-yard return (vs. lowa State) and 
two forced fumbles (vs. Baylor and lowa State). He also had 14 
quarterback hurries to rank fourth on the team, Kelsay had a seven-yard 
sack against Washington, a |3-yarder vs. lowa State and a nine-yarder in 
the Big 12 Championship game vs. Texas A&M. He had a season-best 
four tackles five times, including each of the first three games. In 1996, 
Kelsay served as All-American Jared Tomich’s backup at lefirush end and 
played inevery game except lowa State, which he sat out witha knee strain. 
Kelsay recorded 23 tackles, including 10 solo stops. He had three tackles 
for 15 yards lost and 2.5 sacks for 15 yards lost. Kelsay was one of three 
scholarship freshmen from the 1995 class who saw immediate action. He 
played inall 12 games and recorded 20 tackles, including three for 13 yards 
in losses. He broke up three passes, had two sacks and five quarterback 
hurries. Healso played in the Fiesta Bowl. In 1994-95, Kelsay was a two- 
way prep standout at Auburn (Neb.) High School. 
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Chad Kelsay's Career Statistics 


Defense ( Tavkles----—- ) Fum. 


Year G/S UT AT Tr TFL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1995 11/0 13 7 20 3-13 2-12 0-0 0 3.0 5 0 
1996 11/0 10 13 23 3-15 2,5-15 1-1 0 0 0 6 2 
1997 12/10 13 21 34 7-40 3-29 1-1 0 OO  O 
Totals34/10 36 41 77 13-68 7.5-56 2-2 0 3.0 5%, 


Fumble Return: 1-5 yards in 1997 ys, lowa State 

1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Tackles. none; QB Hurries |-0 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles, | UT, 0 AT, 1 TT; 
TFL 1-1; QB Hurries | 

1998 Orange Bowl ys. Tennessee: Tackles, 0 UT, 1 AT, | TT 


#45 Joel Makovicka 


Fullback 
5-11, 235, Sr. Letters: Three 
Brainard, Neb. (East Butler) 


1997 GTE/CoSIDA First-Team Academic All-American 
1997 CoSIDA/GTE Academic All-District VIE 

1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

1997 Sports Illustrated All-Walk-on Team 

1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


eee 


A former walk-on, Joel Makovicka has put his name in the history 
books and looks forward to his senior year as one of Nebraska's all-time 
best fullbacks. Makovicka was one of three Huskers named to the 1997 
Sports Illustrated All-Walk-on Team. He took over the starting fullback 
duties from graduated senior Brian Schuster and had an outstanding junior 
season, posting the fourth-best rushing effort in the country by a fullback 
and leading the nation with a 6.5 ype average. "Mak" rushed 105 times 
for 685 yards and an NU fullback-record nine TDs. He set another 
Nebraska fullback record with three rushing touchdowns in the Oklahoma 
game. Makovicka rushed for 50 yards or more in each of the first three 
games with acareer-best 12-129 vs. No.2 Washington. In that game, Mak 
didn’ score, but averaged 10.8 yards per carry, and had five carries for 82 
yards in the fourth quarter alone, He also hada career-best run of 43 yards, 
which got the Huskers out from their own 3-yard line to the 46 and set up 
Kris Brown's 31-yard field goal with 2:25 remaining in the game, sealing 
the victory. Makovicka's 129 yards was the first 100-yard day by a 
Husker fullback since Bryan Carpenter rushed for 102 against Utah in 
1989. Makovicka had 50 or more yards in seven games and topped the 
100 mark again with 10-101 vs. Oklahoma. He had two rushing TDs vs. 
Akron and Kansas, and solo scores against Baylor and lowa State. 
Makovicka had the fourth-best rushing season by a Husker fullback and 
ranks eighth on the NU all-time fullback list with 989 yards on 150 
attempts, | 1 TDs (one offthe school record) and a 6.59 average per carry, 
which led all Huskers. Makovicka was not tagged fora loss when rushing. 
He also caught five passes in 1997 for 60 yards, including a three-yard 
touchdown reception ys. Texas Tech. It was his firstreception of the year 
and the first time a Nebraska fullback had caught a touchdown pass since 
Lance Lewis did so in a 19-10 loss to Iowa State in 1992. In 1996, 
Makovicka played in 10 games and earned one start against Kansas. 
Makovicka rushed 23 times for 119 yards, fora 5.2 average per carry and 
11.9 yards per game. He also caught three passes for 28 yards, including 


_ along of 17 yards vs. Missouri, when he had two receptions for 25 yards. 


Makovickaalso had three tackles on special teams, and was on the receiving 
end ofa successful two-point conversion pass from holder Jon Vedral vs. 
lowa State. As a freshman, Joel played behind his brother, Jeff, and 
Schuster at fullback. He played in every game and had 22 carries for 185 
yards, averaging 8.4 yards percarry. He scored two TDsand hada season- 
long run of 39 yards vs. Oklahoma State. He played eight-man football 
at East Butler High School, 


Joel Makovicka's Career Statistics 


Year G/S Att. Gain Loss Net Y/A WG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 11/0 22 187 2 185 84 16.8 39 vsOSU 2 
1996 10/1 23 «+123 4 119 52 119 23vs.KU 0O 
1997 12/10 105 685 0 685 63 60.743 vs.Wash 9 
Totals33/11 150 995 6 989 6.59 30.943 vs. Wash 11 


Tackles: 4 UT, 3 AT, 7 TT; 1 UT,2 AT, 3 TT in 1995: 2 UT, 1 
AT, 3 TT in 1996; 1UT. OAT, 1TT in 1997 

Receiving: 8-88-1; 3-28-0 in 1996; 5-60-1 in 1997 (TD vs. TTU), 
long of 21 vs. A&M, 

1996 Fiesta Bowl ys. Florida; Rushing, 2-4; Tackles, () UT, 3 AT, 3 TT 
1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Rushing, 4-12; Tackles, | 
UT, 0 AT, 1 TT 

1998 Orange Bowl ys. Tennessee: Rushing, 9-61 


#37 Tony Ortiz 


Sam Linebacker 
6-0, 215, Jr. Letters: Two 
Waterbury, Conn. (Crosby) 


Tony Ortiz began the year as Brian Shaw's backup at Sam linebacker, 
then took over the starting duties in the last three games. He is expected 
toretain thatstarting role in 1998. In 12 regular-season games, Ortiztotaled 
32 tackles (11 solo). including six tackles for 26 yards lost and 3.5 sacks 
for 24 yards lost. Boasting great speed, Ortiz also had one breakup, two 
fumble recoveries and five quarterback hurries. He hada career-best five 
tackles twice, vs. Baylor and Oklahoma. His sacks were against Kansas 
State, Baylor, Oklahoma and Texas A&M. He had two tackles for eight 
yards lost vs, Baylor. In 1996, Ortiz played as a backup Sam linebacker 
to Jamel Williams and Brian Shaw, Ortizhad 10 tackles on the year (three 
solo), including a six-yard sack against Baylor. Ortiz redshirted in 1995 
after a stellar prep career at Crosby High in Waterbury, Conn. 


Tony Ortiz's Career Statistics 

Defense ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1995--Redshirted 


1996 90 3 7 10 1-6 61-6000 00 00 
1997 12/3 11 21 32 62635-2402 0 10 5 0 
Totals 21/3 14 28 42 7-32 45-30 0-2 0 | 0 5 0 


Fumble Returns: 2-8 yards in 1997 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles | UT, 0 AT. 1 TT 
1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Tackles, 5 UT, 0 AT. 5 TT 
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1995 90 3 10 13 1-16 11-4600 0 00 20 
1996 12/0 15 17 32 15-68 7-48 120 10 8 1 
| 1997 12/2 17 21 38 15-70 75-56 10 0 40 15 0 
Totals 33/2 35 48 83 31-15415.5-1202-2 0 5 0 25 1 


#84 Mike Rucker 


Right Rush End 
6-6, 250, Sr. Letters: Three 
St. Joseph, Mo. (Benton) 


@ 1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


Set to take over at the right end spot for All-American Grant Wistrom, 
Mike Rucker will contend for national honors in 1998 after serving a key 
role for the Huskers the last three years. Rucker is a big-play athlete and 
15 times in 1997, he set opponents back on their heels. He also applied 
asack on Heisman Trophy runner-up Peyton Manning in the Orange Bow! 
and recovered a fumble. Rucker alternated with Chad Kelsay on the left 
side last year. He took over the starting duties from Kelsay in the first and 
the last two games of the season and finished eighth on the team in tackles 
with 38(17 solo). He was second in sacks with 7.5-56 and was tied for 
second in tackles for loss with 15-70. He also had four breakups at the 
line, one forced fumble (vs. Oklahoma) and was third in quarterback hurries 
with 15. Rucker had a five-yard sack against No. 2 Washington in game 


| three, then had six consecutive games with at least one sack to end the 


season, inlcuding the Orange Bowl. In the overtime game at Missouri, 
playing in front of his friends and family, Rucker had a career-best six 
tackles, including three tackles for losses and 1.5 sacks including a big sack 
with Wistrom to end the game. In 1996, Rucker backed up Wistromatright 
rush end, but was considered a first-teamer, alternating into the game often. 
Rucker had a knack for making big plays once he entered. In 12 outings, 
he was second only to Wistrom in tackles for loss with 15-67 yards lost. 
He was also second only to Wistrom in sacks with seven for 48 yards lost. 
He had one breakup, one fumble caused and recovered fora two-yard gain, 
and cight quarterback hurries, causing one interception. He tied his season 
best of five tackles three times in 1996 (vs. Baylor, Texas Tech and 
Oklahoma). His best game was at Texas Tech with four sacks for 24 yards 
Jost (the best by any Husker in 1996) and had one hurry to go with his five 
tackles. He caused and recovered a Missouri fumble and returned it two 
yards to the Missouri eight-yard line. As a redshirt freshman in 1995, 
Rucker played in nine games behind Wistrom and Chad Kelsay. He had 
13 tackles and one 16-yard sack against Kansas State. In the 1996 Fiesta 
Bowl, Rucker applied a seven-yard sack to Danny Wuerffel in the second 
quarter. 


Mike Rucker's Career Statistics 


Defense ( 
Year G/S UT AT 
1994--Redshirted 


wooo Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Tr ‘TRL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 


Fumble Returns: |-2 yards in 1996 

1996 Fiesta Bowl ys. Florida: Tackles, | UT, 0 AT, | TT; Sacks 1-7 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles 2 UT. 0 AT, 2 TT; 
TFL 1-2, Sacks 1-2; Fumble Caused | 

1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Tackles, 3 UT, 0 AT, 3 TT; 
Sacks 1-9; 1 FR 
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#46 Brian Shaw 


Sam Linebacker 
6-1, 215, Jr. Letters: Two 
Deweese, Neb. (Sandy Creek) 


@ 1997 Sports Illustrated All-Walk-on Team 

@ 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-America Nominee 
@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

@ Cumulative 4.0 Grade Point Average 


The starting Sam linebacker in eight of the first nine games, Shaw gave 
way to Tony Ortiz in the last three games. He is slated to again to back 
up Ortizin 1998. Shaw racked up 28 tackles last season (12 solo), including 
five for 32 yards lost, one sack for 10 yards against Baylor, and three pass 
breakups. He also had four quarterback hurries and caused an interception 
against Akron. Shaw had two tackles for 16 yards lost against nationally 
ranked Kansas State and a career-best five tackles. Still sporting a perfect 
4.0 cumulative grade pointaverage, Shaw earned first-team Academic All- 
Big 12, and was a nominee for academic All-America honors. A former 
walk-on, Shaw was one of three Huskers named to the 1997 Sports 
Illustrated All-Walk-on Team, In 1996, Shaw played in every game as 
the backup Sam linebackerto Jamel Williams, the Huskers' leading tackler 
in 1996. Shaw had 22 tackles on the season, including 10 solo stops. A 
walk-on athlete, Shaw hada season-best four tackles, including three solo 
stops against Baylor. He had 1.5 sacks for 1] yards lost and three tackles 
for 13 yards lost, a fumble recovery and a seven-yard return on an Eric 
Warfield blocked punt vs. Michigan State and four quarterback hurries in 
1996. A walk-on, Shaw redshirted in 1995. 


Brian Shaw's Career Statistics 


Defense ( ----- --Tackles------ ) Fum. QB int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT JFL Sacks C-RBK PBU Pl Hry.Csd. 
1995--Redshirted 

1996 12/0 10 12 22 3-13 1.5-11 0-1 0 0 0 40 | 
1997 12/8 12 16 28 5-32 11000 0 30 41 
Totals 24/8 22 28 50 8-47 2.5-21 0-1 0 3.0 8.3 


Fumble Returns: 1-7 yards in 1996 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles, none 
1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Tackles, none 


#16 Erwin Swiney | 


Left Cornerback 
6-0, 185, So. Letters: One 
Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 


Erwin Swiney became the second true freshman to start in the Husker 
secondary in the last two years when he took over the starting left corner 
duties for Jerome Peterson in game four, Swiney started the last 10 games 
and is expected to again start at left cornerin 1998. Swiney had 24 tackles | 
on the year, including 13 solo stops. He had four breakups, two fumble 
recoveries and two interceptions (1-0 vs. Baylor, !-2 vs. Colorado). In 
the Orange Bowl, Swiney was second on the team with five tackles and 
one breakup. Swiney played organized football for just two years in high 
school, moving to Lincoln from Dallas in 1994. 


Erwin Swiney's Career Statistics 


Defense ( -------Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1997 12/9 13 11 24 0-0 0-0 O 2 4 2 0-0 
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| Defense 


#99 Jason Wiltz 


Defensive Tackle 
6-4, 310, Sr. Letters: Two 
New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 


@ 1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


In 1997, Jason Wiltz took over the starting nose tackle position next 
to Jason Peter. Wiltz played in 11 games and started 10, This season he 
moves into Peter's spotand will start next to Steve Warren. Wiltz finished 
ninth on the team with 34 tackles (14 solo), including five tackles for six 
yards lostand two sacks for 11 yards lost. He hada nine-yard sack against 
Baylor and a two-yard sack vs. Texas Tech. He had career-best tackle 
days against Texas Tech, Missouri and Colorado when he had six tackles. 
He had a career-best five solo stops ys. Missouri, He had one breakup, 
one fumble recovery and seven quarterback hurries, As a sophomore 
tackle, Wiltz played in all 12 games in 1996, recording 20 tackles. Five of 
those were solo stops, including a six-yard sack against Kansas State. 


| Wiltz also had two quarterback hurries and another two tackles for loss, 


giving him 3-8 onthe year. In 1995, Wiltz played in three gamesas a backup 
defensive tackle behind Christian Peter, but did not have any tackles. A 
scholarship athlete and SuperPrep All-America defensive tackle at St. 
Augustine High in New Orleans, Wiltz redshirted in 1994, 


Jason Wiltz's Career Statistics 
( -------Tackles------ ) 
Yeur G/S UT AT IL 
1994--Redshirted 


Fum. QB int. 
TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 


1995 30 0 0 0 O00 0000 0 00 0 0 
1996 12/0 5 15 20 3-8 1-6 2-0 00 2 0 
1997 11/10 14 20 34 55-6 ZO! QO 190 7 9 
Totals26/10 19 35 54 8-14 3-17 2-1 0 10 9 0 


| 1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles 0 UT, | AT, 1 TT 
1998 Orange Bowl ys. Tennessee: Tackles, none 


Huskers to WatcH 


#36 Correll Buckhalter 
I-Back 
6-0, 225, So. Letters: One 
Collins, Miss. 


Correll Buckhalter and DeAngelo Evans enter spring ball even at I- 
back. Both are of sophomore standing. Last year, when Husker coaches 
got the word that Evans was out for at least the first few games of the 
season, and the No, 3 I-back Jay Sims suffered a knee strain in fall camp, 
they immediately turned to Buckhalter. The true freshman rushed for two 


TDs in each of the Huskers’ first two games, assuring the Huskercoaches | 
that he could serve as Ahman Green's backup. Buckhalter posted the | 


ninth-best rushing year by a Nebraska freshman in 1997. totaling 311 yards 
on 54 carries for 5.8 yards percarry. He averaged 28.3 yards per game and 
had six TDs on the season with two in three different games--Akron, 
Central Florida and Oklahoma. He had 11 carries in each of the first two 
games and totaled more than 50 yards four times with a season best of 82 
vs. Central Florida. His season-long run was 25 yards on a non-scoring 
play vs. No. 2 Washington. His. longest TD run was 15 yards vs. 
Oklahoma. Buckhalter also caught three passes for six yards, including 
along ofseven vs. Washington. Buckhalter was also an upback on the NU 
punt team. With the departure of Ahman Green, who left Nebraska early 
to go to the NFL, Buckhalter will again play a key role for the Huskers, 
battling Evans for the starting I-back job, 


Correll Buckhalter's Career Statistics 


Rushing Receiving 
GIS Att. Gain Loss Net TDs Long No. Yds. Tds 
1997 12/0 54 313 2 311 6 23 3 ‘6 0 


1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Rushing, 2-10; Tackles, 1 UT,O AT, 
1 TT 


#3 Matt Davison 


Split End 
6-0, 180, So. Letters: One 
Tecumseh, Neb. 


One of six true freshmen playing in 1997, Davison made a definite 
impact, especially in the Missouri game, when he caughta deflected pass 
for a touchdown at the end of regulation to send the game into overtime. 
Davison and Kenny Cheatham will alternate at splitend in 1998. Davison 
finished tied with Sheldon Jackson as NU's fourth-leading receiver with 
11 in 1998, but his 232 yards led the team, proof of his breakaway speed. 
He caught one touchdown (a 12-yard TD vs. Missouri) and had four 
catches of 25 yards or more, including a 46-yard grab in game one vs. Akron 
from Frankie London, a 39-yard reception vs, Kansas State from Scott 
Frost, and a season-long 51-yard reception from Frost vs. Texas A&M 
in the Big 12 Championship game. Davison was a Nebraska all-state all- 
class receiver for Tecumseh High School in 1996, catching 63 passes for 
1,314 yards and 20 TDs as a senior. 


Matt Davison's Career Statistics 


Receiving 
Year G/S No, Yds. YR YG Long TDs 
1997 12/0 11 232 21.1 19.3 41 (A&M) I 


1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Receiving, 1-16 


} 
| 


#4 DeAngelo Evans 


I-back 
5-9, 210, So. Letters: One 
Wichita, Kan. (Collegiate) 


@ 1996 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches) 


With the departure of Ahman Green to the NFL, the return of DeAngelo 
Evans is crucial. Evans suffered a pelvic injury midway through the 1996 
season, was unable to play in the bowl game, then took a medical redshirt 
last year, unable to return from July and October surgeries to repair 
damage. He is expected back for spring ball and ifhe can return to his frosh 
form, Nebraska will have yetanother all-conference-caliberrunning back 
on its roster. Evans has not practiced with the team since the end of the 
1996regularseason. Asa true freshman in 1996, Evans madea huge impact 
for the Huskers, Evans was the Huskers’ second-leading rusher, backing 
up sophomore starter Ahman Green and alternating with senior Damon 
Benning. Evans had one start--against Texas in the Big 12 Championship. 
Although he played the last nine games with anagging groin/pelvic injury, 
Evans had the third-best freshman rushing season for a Husker with 776 
yards on 148 carries fora 5.2 yards per carry average. He led the team in 
rushing touchdowns with 14 (the most ever for an NU freshman) and 
averaged 70.5 yards per game. Healso had 12 catches (fourth beston team) 
for 75 yards (no TDs), five kickoffreturns for 118 yards (23.6 ypr, second 
best on team), 91.7 yards of total offense per game and led the team 
averaging 103.9 all-purpose yards. Evans had only one carry fortwo yards 
in the season opener, did not play in the loss to Arizona State, had six carries 
for 72 yards and a TD vs. Colorado State, then made his big debut vs. No. 
16 Kansas State. Playing in front ofa homestate, yet booing crowd, Evans 
came in for the injured Green and recorded a career-high 168 yards on 21 
attempts (third-most yards ever by an NU true frosh). It was his first 100- 
yardrushing day. Evans followed his K-State performance with another 
100-yard rushing day off the bench, this time as backup for Benning, who 
started in Green's place against Baylor. Evans had 12 carries for 105 yards 
(8.8 ypc) and two more TDs. He rushed six times for 24 yards against 
Texas Tech; 12 times for 42 yards anda TD vs. Kansas; had two rushing 
TDs against Oklahoma, rushing 13 times for 36 yards. He had 20 yards 
on eight carries and two TDs against Missouri; and 54 yards on 12 carries 
against lowa State. When Green and Benning both left with injuries in the 
first quarter against No, 5 Colorado, Evans was called upon to again carry 
the load against a nationally ranked team. As usual, he remained poised 
under pressure and recorded his third 100-yard rushing day against the 
Buffs. He carried a then-career-high 25 times for 123 yards, including one 
seven-yard TD. Healso had the game's long run of 40 yards, Evans drew 
his first start in the Big 12 Championship game against Texas in St. Louis. 
He recorded his fourth 100-yard rushing day (second consecutive), against 
the Longhorns with 130 yards ona career-high 32 carries. He hada career- 
best three TDs, marking the fifth time he had at least two scores ina game, 
the first time to have three, tying the NU season best. He also had acareer- 
best receiving day with six catches for 42 yards and was named the ABC 
Nebraska Player-of-the-Game. Evans did not play against Virginia Tech 
in the FedEx Orange Bowl, due to the groin injury. His 776 yards on the 
season ranked third among Husker freshmen, behind Green's 1,086 (1995) 
and Calvin Jones! 900 as a redshirt freshman in 1991. 


DeAngelo Evans' Career Statistics 


Year G/S Att.Gain Loss Net WA WG Long TDs 
1996 11/l 148 791 15 776 5.2 70.5 69(KSU) 14 
1997--Medical Redshirt 


Huskers... NCAA-Best 49-2 Record and Three National Championships Over Last Four Years 23 


#19 Clint Finley 


Free Safety 
5-11, 200, So. Letters: One 
Cuero, Texas 


Injusthis second year of action, Finley is ready to take over the starting 


duties at free safety for departed senior Eric Warfield, A high school 


quarterback, Husker coaches have been impressed with Finley's game | 
intelligence and ability to hit. Recovering froma dislocated lefi elbow that | 


occurred in the Huskers' second scrimmage of the fall, Finley did not play 
in Nebraska's first three games last year. He played in the last nine with 
an elbow brace. He worked his way back up to No. 2 free safety, serving 
asa backup to Warfield and starting one game--against Oklahoma. Finley 
had 14 tackles in 1997, including four solo stops and one pass breakup. 
He had a season-best three tackles against Kansas State, when he also 
delivered a crushing block on Joe Walker's 71-yard interception return for 
a touchdown. He also had three stops against Texas A&M. Finley is a 
member of the Huskers’ punt team and kickoff coverage team. A 
scholarship athlete, Finley redshirted his first year and made a position 
change from quarterback to safety. 


Clint Finley's Career Statistics 


Defense = ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TE ‘TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1997 9/1 4 10 14 0 O- FO PP AG a 


1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Tackles, | UT, 0 AT, 1 TT 


#88 Sheldon Jackson 


Tight End 
6-4, 245, Sr. Letters: Three 
Diamond Bar, Calif. (Damien) 


A gifted tight end, Sheldon Jackson was one of three alternating tight 
ends into the game, along with seniors Vershan Jackson and Tim Carpenter. 
Vershan and Tim are both graduated and the coaches will look to Sheldon 
to carry the bulk of the load at tight end this season. Jackson had his best 
season and finished as the Huskers’ fifth-leading receiver with 1 | regular- 
season catches for 189 yards (17.2 percatch)andtwo TDs. Hehad nearly 
half his season total in the Orange Bowl against Tenneessee when he led 
NU with four catches for 56 yards. Jackson hauled in a career-best 37- 
yard catch from Scott Frost in the Baylor game. Twice he had a season- 
best three receptions, 3-61-1 vs. Central Florida (career-long 16-yard TD), 
and 3-32-1 vs. lowa State (five-yard TD). In 1996, Jackson played in all 
12 games, and started two--the season opener against Michigan State and 
against Iowa State--and caught four passes for 48 yards and two TDs. His 
first was a one-yard grab against Colorado State, and his second was an 
eight-yard catch against Kansas. In 1995, Jackson saw extensive playing 


time, appearing in 10 games. He caught six passes for 52 yards including — 


two TDs. A scholarship athlete, Jackson redshirted in 1994, Sheldon was 
a tight end for Damien High School in Diamond Bar, Calif. 


Sheldon Jackson's Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds. YR WG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 10/0 6 52 8.7 5.2 15s, Pacific 2 
1996 = -12/2 4 48 12.0 4.0 31-vs, Baylor 2 
1997 12/1 Ji 189 172 15.8 37 vs. Baylor 2 
Totals 34/3 21 289 13.8 8.5 37s. Baylor 6 


1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Receiving, none 
1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Receiving, |-11 
1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Receiving, 4-56 


#1 Eric Johnson 


Will Linebacker 
6-1, 205, Sr. Letters: Two 
Phoenix, Ariz. (Alhambra) 


One of the best athletes on the team, Eric Johnson is ready to take over 
at Will linebacker and to be a leader on the defense. Johnson made great 
strides in his junior season and played in every game as Octavious 
McFarlin's backup at Will linebacker. He started the Kansas State game 
when McFarlin had a sprained ankle. Johnson finished as the team's 
seventh-leading tackler, with 49 tackles, including 17 solos,and had three 
sacks (for 19 yards lost) and seven tackles for 29 yards lost. He also had 
four quarterback hurries, He had a career-best(and team high)nine tackles 
(three solo) vs. lowa State, the only game his father attended. In that game, 
he had two tackles for 13 yards lost, including one eight-yard sack. His 
other sacks were against Washington and Missouri. Johnson is also a 
member of the Huskers’ kickoff coverage team. In 1996, Johnson was one 
of six first-year, non-redshirt players who were key contributors. Johnson 
played in nine games after making the switch from cornerback to Will 
linebacker in the first week of practice and stayed there as the two Brown 
freshmen (Ralph and Mike) filled the void at corner. He recorded 12 tackles 
(two solo) and had one pass breakup against Baylor, He hada season-best 
| four tackles against Missouri. Johnson sat out the 1995 season after an 
outstanding career at Alhambra High School. 


Eric Johnson's Career Statistics 


Defense § ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum, QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TF TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996 9/0 2 10 12 0 0 oO 0 | a) 2 0 
1997 12/1 17 32 49 7:29 3:19 O00 O08 4090 
Totals 21/1 19 42 61 7-29 3-19 0 0 1 0 6 0 


1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Tackles, 0 UT, | AT, 1 TT 
1998 Orange bowl vs. Tennessee: Tackles, | UT, 0 AT, | TT 


| Will linebacker Eric Johnson will assume a starting role as a senior. 
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#1 Frankie London 


Quarterback 
6-0, 180, Jr. Letters: Two 
Lake Charles, La. (LaGrange) 


Quarterback Frankie London enters spring ball at the top of the depth 
chart and as the returnee with the most game experience, After backing 
up Scott Frost in 1997, London will contend for the wide-open starting 
job as Husker signal caller with senior walk-on Monte Christo, sopho- 
mores Bobby Newcombe and Jay Runty and freshman Eric Crouch. 
London played in nine games last season and rushed for 198 yards and 
completed 10 of 22 passes for 201 yards. He had a career-best 79 yards 
rushing vs. Akron in the season opener on five carries, which included a 
career-long 51-yard scamper. His touchdown runs were against Central 
Florida (career long of eight yards), lowa State and Texas A&M. He had 
a season-high nine carries against Baylor. He saw the most action in the 
Huskers’ first two games and went 4-5 passing vs. Akron for a career-best 
90 yards. He did not throw any touchdown passes, but had three go more 
than 25 yards, including a 46-yarder to Matt Davison vs. Akron; a 30- 
yarder to Kenny Cheatham vs. Central Florida: and a 36-yarder to Bobby 
Newcombevs. Oklahoma. He has not thrown any interceptions. In 1996, 
London played in four games as a reserve. He did not attempt any passes, 
but rushed three times for six yards, all against Missouri. A scholarship 
athlete, London redshirted in 1995, 


Frankie London's Career Statistics 
Rushing 


Year G/S Att. Gain Loss Net WA Y/G 
1995--Redshirted 


Long TDs 


Newcombe had acoming out party against the Oklahoma Sooners. In that 
game, Newcombe hada season-best 167 all-purpose yards with a season- 
high in punt returns (2-60 including a career-long and team season-best 
57 yarder); 3-88 receiving (88 yards was team best this season); and two 
carries for 19 yards rushing. He hada40-yard reception fora TD on NU’s 
first play of the first series in the second quarter to give NU a 27-0 lead 
and a spectacular one-hand grab along the sideline in the third quarter, 
Against Iowa State, Newcombe recorded his first career punt return for 
a score with a 53-yard return that put NU up 14-0. Newcombe’s punt 
return for a TD was the first by a Husker since Shevin Wiggins returned 
a punt 43 yards vs. Colorado State in 1996. Newcombe also rushed two 
times for 31 yards, including a 16-yard TD run to put NU up 35-7 with 
2:55 remaining in the first quarter and caught a 25-yard pass. On the day, 
Newcombe had 1 13 all-purpose yards. Inthe Big 12 Championship game 
against Texas A&M, Newcombe dazzled again. He made a huge impact 
in the first half with a 25-yard run on a reverse, a 26-yard reception from 
Frostand a 40-yard punt return, all of which helped lead to Husker scores. 
He totaled more than 100 yards in the first quarter and had 108 in the game. 
Newcombe finished fourth on the team in all-purpose yards with 156 
rushing, 173 receiving, 244 on punt returns and 16 on kickoff returns for 
589 total (49.1 yards pergame). Newcombe's 20.3 yards per puntreturn 
(12-244-1) would have ranked first nationally, buthe was short of the 
prerequisite 1.2 returnspergame. 


Newcombe's Career Statistics 
All-Purpose 


Year G/S Rush Rec PR KOR AILPur. A/G TD 
1997 12/0 16-156-1 7-173-1 12-244-1 1-16-0 36-589 49.13 
6.76 y/att.; 117.6 y/gm. (rushing) 


Passing: 1-1 for 15 yards 


Tackles: 


LUT, OAT, ITT 


1996 40 3 6 0 6 2.0 14 6vs.MU 0 
1997 10/0 42 232 34 198 4.7 198 Sivs.UA 3 
Totals 14/0 45 238 34 204 45145 Slvs.UA 3 
Passing 

Year  G/S Att.Cmp. Int, Pet. Yds. AAA A/G = Long TDs 
1996 40 0 0 0.000 0 00 0.0 Oo oO 
1997 10/0 22 10 0 .455 201 9.1 20.1 46vs.UA 0 
Totals 14/0 22 10 0 .455 201 9.1 20.1 46vs.UA 0 


1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Did not play 
1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Played, no stats 


#12 Bobby Newcombe 


Quarterback 
6-0, 195, So. Letters: One 
Albuquerque, N.M. (Highland) 


A remarkable athlete, coaches just had to get Newcombe on the field 
last season, so he switched to wingback after game three and began 
returning punts. Electrifying with great speed (1.55 10-yard dash and 4.46 
in 40-yard dash in spring testing--fastest on the squad), Newcombe will 
contend with the other inexperienced quarterbacks for the starting job in 
place of graduated senior Scott Frost. Playing in the first two games as 
the No. 3 quarterback, Newcombe completed one pass for 15 yards and 
rushed for 32 yards vs. Akron and five vs. Central Florida. He made the 
move to wingback after the Washington game. He totaled 156 yards 
rushing on 16 carries, including a 16-yard touchdown vs. Iowa State. He 
finished as NU's sixth-leading receiver with seven catches for 173 yards 
and had a team-best 24.7 yards per catch. He had one touchdown 
reception-- a 40-yard season-long catch from Scott Frost vs. Oklahoma. 
He had 12 punt returns for 244 yards and one kickoff return for 1 6 yards. 


1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Receiving, 1-22; Punt returns, 2-22, 
long of 1 1; Rushing, 3-16 


He will contend for the starting quarterback position in 1998, 
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#13 Carlos Polk 


Mike Linebacker 
6-3, 245, So. Letters: One 
Rockford, Ill. (Guilford) 


In his redshirt freshman season Polk showed steady improvement. He 
enters spring ball as Jay Forman’s backup at Mike linebacker and could 
see significant playing time in 1998. Polk played inall 12 games and totaled 
32 tackles (eight solo), including 6-24 tackles for loss and one sack for a 
huge 18-yard lost(vs. Texas Tech). Polk also had two fumbles caused and 
one quarterback hurry. His best game was asix-tackle effortvs. Oklahoma 
when healso had one tackle forone yard lost, Polk hadat leastthree tackles 
in each of the last three games. Polk was also a member of the Huskers' 
No. | kickoff coverage team. Polk redshirted in 1996. 


Carlos Polk's Career Statistics 
Defense ( ~2-0--- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB int. 
Year G/S UT AT TP TFL Sacks C-RBkK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996--Redshirted 

1997 12/0 § 24 32 624 141820 0 O 


0 1 0 


1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Tackles, 0 UT, 1 AT, | TT 


#96 Steve Warren 
Defensive Tackle 
6-1, 305, Jr. Letters: Two 
Springfield, Mo. (Kickapoo) 


Steve Warren played inevery game as a backup to Jason Wiltz at nose 
tackle and started two games for Wiltz, vs. Akron in game one and at 
Kansas. This season, he is slated to start at the nose tackle position, while 
Wiltz moves beside him to fill the void of departed All-American Jason 
Peter. Warren had 19 tackles on the season (six salo), three breakups at 
the line, five quarterback hurries, and a six-yard sack against Kansas. When 
Jason Peter had to leave the Big 12 Championship game in the first quarter 
with a back injury, Warren stepped in and had a career-high five tackles. 
Asascholarship freshman, Warren saw immediate action in 1996, playing 
in eight games and posting six tackles, one fumble recovery, one breakup, 
one hurry and one tackle for loss, He did not play in the 1996 Orange Bowl. 
Warren wasan All-America defensive player at Kickapoo High School in 
Springfield, Mo. 


Steve Warren's Career Statistics 

Defense ( -------Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int, 
Year G/S UT AT TE TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996 80 2 4 6 1-3 0.5-3 0-1 0 i» ‘ft fh iO 
1997 122 61319 16 16000 30 50 
Total 20/2 8 17 25 2-9 1.5-9 0-1 0 4 0 6 0 


1998 Orange Bowl ys. Tennessee; Tackles, | UT, 0 AT, 1 TT 
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#5 Shevin Wiggins 


Wingback 
5-11, 200, Sr. Letters: Two 
Palmetto, Fla. (Manatee) 


Shevin Wiggins is slated to again pair with Lance Brown at wingback 
afier playing in all ]2regular-season games in 1997. His biggest game was 
perhaps the Orange Bowl against Tennessee when he scored his first 
rushing touchdown and had a29-yard kickoffreturn. Wiggins started two 
games last season, alternating with Lance Brown and Bobby Newcombe. 
Wiggins had six receptions for 76 yards, including acareerlong of 21 yards 
vs. Washington. His bestday was a 2-25 performance vs. Akron. Wiggins 
also had 19 punt returns for 220 yards (11.6 average) with a season long 
of 39 yards vs. ISU. He had nine kickoff returns for 243 yards (27.0 
average), Wiggins and Joe Walker were on the No. 1 kickoffreturn team, 
while Wiggins, Brown and Newcombe were members of the No, | punt 
return team. Against lowa State, Wiggins had acareer-best4 l-yard kickoff 
return to the NU 47, which set up Newcombe’s 16-yard TD five plays 
later. In the game, Wiggins had two kickoff returns for 60 yards and two 
punt returns for 47 yards. His season-best 39-yard punt return to the ISU 
4-yard line, set up Frankie London’s four-yard run one play later, which 
gave NU a 70-7 lead with 3:08 remaining in the third quarter. Wiggins 
ranked 28th nationally in punt returns (11.6 ypr) and would have ranked 
ninth in kickoff returns (27.0 ypr), but he was short of the prerequisite 
1.2 returns per game. Wiggins also had one rush for six yards. In 1996, 
Wiggins played in every game except Missouri, when he sat out withathigh 
bruise. He caught three passes for 45 yards, including two for 30 yards 
(a career best), against Kansas. Wiggins was also a punt returner for 
Nebraska, moving up to the No. | return team when Damon Benning was 
out with an ankle sprain. He returned 13 punts for 175 yards (a 13.5 
average). His average perreturn led the team and would have ranked 1 1th 
nationally ifhe had the prerequisite 1.2 punt returns per game (he averaged 
1,083 returns per game), Wiggins had a career-high five returns vs. 
Oklahoma for 42 yards, but gained the most yards (43) against Colorado 
State, when he had a 43-yard return for a touchdown with 1:08 remaining 
to end the scoring and give the Huskers a 65-9 win. Wiggins also had four 
kickoffreturns for 70 yards (17.5 average), witha career-best three for 61 
yards against Colorado, when Ahman Green and Damon Benning were 
out with injuries. His long return in that game was 24 yards. He had three 
catches for 36 yards vs. Virginia Tech in the Orange Bowl. 


Shevin Wiggins' Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds. YR YG Long TDs 
1995--Redshirted 

1996 11/0 3 45 15.0 4.1 18 vs. KU 0) 
1997 §=122 6 76 12.7 6.3 21s. Wash 0 
Totals 23/2 9 121 13.4 4.8 21vs. Wash 0 


Punt Returns: 13-175, 43 long TD vs. Colorado State in 1996; 19- 
220, 39 long vs. ISU in 1997 

Kickoff Returns: 4-70, 24 long vs. Colorado in 1996; 9-243, long 41 
vs. ISU in 1997 

1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Receiving 3-36 

1998 Orange Bowl vs. Tennessee: Rushing, 3-28, | 10-yard TD; Punt 
returns; 1-9; Kickoff returns, 1-29 


Come and see ail of the Official Athletic 


Championship Sticker $1 
Championship Football $100 


STORE HOURS | | ke 
Monday - Friday 10-7 
Saturday 10-5 TM Championship Poster $5 


Special Event Sundays 12-5 $10 w/shipping 


To receive a FREE, Official Huskers Authentic Catalog or to place an order call: 


1-800-965-8674 
Parking Available - We Validate - FREE On Saturday and Sunday 625 Stadium Drive - Across from Memorial Stadium 


Huskers Authentic™ is owned and operated by the University of Nebraska Athletic Department 


Huskers...NCAA-Best 49-2 Record and Three National Championships Over Last Four Years 27 


1998 Nesraska Footsatt Recruiting Cass 


Name Class Ht Wt = Pos. Hometown (HS/JC) 

Demoine Adams Fr. RE 6-3 220 Pine Bluff, Ark. (Pine Bluff) 

Jon Bowling Fr TE 64 215 Lincoln, Neb, (Southeast) 

Joshua Brown Fr. K 6-1 175 Foyil, Okla. (Foyil) 

Jon Clanton Fr. DL 62 280 Glendale, Ariz. (Centennial) 

Wes Cody Fr. OL 63 255 Fremont. Neb. (Fremont Bergan) 
Keyuo Craver Fr. DB 6-0 180 Harleton, Texas (Harleton) 

Mike Demps Fr. DB 5-11 190 Fort Worth, Texas (Dunbar) 
Dahrran Diedrick Fr* RB 6-1 210 Scarborough. Ontario, Canada (Cedarbrae Collegiate Inst.) 
Aaron Golliday Fr. TE 64 235 York. Neb. (York) 

DeAntae Grixby Fr. RB/DB 5-8 180 Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
DeJuan Groce Fr DB 5-11 185 Garfield Heights, Ohio (St. Edward) 
Chris Kelsay Fr, RE 6-5 240 Auburn, Neb. (Auburn) 

Nate Kolterman Fr. OL 6-3 300 Seward. Neb. (Seward) 

Jason Lohr Fr, DL 63 275 Tulsa, Okla. (Jenks) 

Shawn McGann Fr. WB 3-11 190 Granger, Ind. (Penn) 

Matt Shook Fr DL/OL 6-3 285 Medina, Ohio (Medina) 
Jeremy Slechta Fr. DL 6-5 255 La Vista. Neb. (Papillion-La Vista) 
Justin Smith Fr. RE 6-5 240 Sherman, Texas (Sherman) 

Randy Stella Fr. LB 6-2 200 Omaha, Neb. (Benson) 

Tony Tata Fr. LB 6-2 240 Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis) 
Wilson Thomas Vr WR 6-5 200) Omaha, Neb, (North) 


*enrolled at Nebraska in January. 1998 


1998 Huskers BrieFty 


By Class: 
Freshmen--21 
Transfers--0 


By State: 

Arizona--1 (Jon Clanton, Glendale) 

Arkansas--1 (Demoine Adams, Pine Bluff) 

Canada~—1 (Dahrran Diedrick. Scarborough. Ontario) 

Hawaii--1 (Tony Tata. Honolulu) 

Indiana--1 (Shawn McGann, Granger) 

Nebraska--9; Lincoln--1 (Jon Bowling) Omaha--3 (DeAntae Grixby: Randy Stella, Wilson Thomas) Other--5 (Wes Cody, Fremont: 
Aaron Golliday, York: Chris Kelsay. Auburn, Nate Kolterman, Seward. Jeremy Slechta, La Vista) 

Ohio--2 (DeJuan Groce, Garfield Heights; Matt Shook, Medina) 

Oklahoma--2 (Josh Brown, Foyil; Jason Lohr, Tulsa) 

Texas--3 (Keyuo Craver, Harleton, Mike Demps, Fort Worth; Justin Smith. Sherman) 


By Position (categorized by first position listed on roster): 
Offense--8...Running backs~2 (Dahrran Diedrick. , DeAntae Grixby) Tight Ends--2 (Jon Bowling. Aaron Golliday) 
Offensive Linemen--2 (Wes Cody, Nate Kolterman) Wide Receivers--2 (Shawn McGann. Wilson Thomas) 
Defense--13...Rush Ends--3 (Chris Kelsay, Justin Smith. Demoine Adams) Defensive Linemen--4 ( Jeremy Slechta, Jason Lohr, Jon Clanton. 
Matt Shook) Defensive Backs--3 (Mike Demps, Keyuo Craver, DeJuan Groce) Linebackers--2 (Randy Stella, Tony Tata) 
Kickers--1 (Josh Brown) 
Prep All-Americans (10): 
Josh Brown (SuperPrep, National Recruiting Advisor) 
Keyuo Craver (National Recruiting Advisor) 
DeAntae Grixby (PrepStar Dream Team, SuperPrep) 
DeJuan Groce (PrepStar Dream ‘Team. SuperPrep, National Recruiting Advisor, Parade) 
Chris Kelsay (SuperPrep) 
Nate Kolterman (National Recruiting Advisor) 
Jason Lohr (SuperPrep) 
Jeremy Slechta (SuperPrep, National Recruiting Advisor) 
Justin Smith (SuperPrep) 
Randy Stella (SuperPrep, National Recruiting Advisor) 
Gatorade Circle of Champions HS State Player-of-the-Year: 
Jon Bowling, Nebraska 
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1998 Recruit BiocraPuies 


Demoine Adams 
Fr..,.RE...6-3...220...Pine Bluff, Ark. (Pine Bluff) 

Demoine (pronounced Deh-MOINE) Adams was a first-team all- 
state defensive end, linebacker and tight end for Pine Bluff High School in 
Arkansas. The Pine Bluff Commercial Arkansas Defensive Player-of- 
the-Year, Adams assisted Coach Marion Glover and his Class 4A team 
to a 33-5 record the last three years, The last two seasons, Adams tallied 
193 tackles, including 23.5 sacks. In 1997, he caught five passes for 153 
yards and a touchdown. He was an All-Southwest Region pick by 
SuperPrep, a Grid Iron Great and was that publication’s No. 3 best pick 
out of Arkansas. He was also a USA Today Honorable-Mention selec- 
tion. An avid weightlifter, Adams won the bench press competition at 
his school for the last three years, pressing a best of 405 pounds last 
year. He visited Arkansas, Mississippi and Missouri, and had an unof- 
ficial visit to Baylor. Adams said, “Last summer when | went to 
Nebraska's camp, they showed an interest in me. The facilities and the 
weightroom were better than all the other schools I looked at. I wanted 
to leave the state and Nebraska seemed like a good fit for me.” Adams 
was the president of his Spanish Club. The son of Ollie Johnson and 
Ralph Adams and the grandson of Edna Adams, Demoine has two younger 
sisters and one brother, He was born on Aug. 17, 1980. Eric Warfield 
(1995-97) and Derek Allen, a junior defensive tackle are Nebraska’s two 
scholarship athletes from Arkansas, 


Jon Bowling 
Fr.... TE...6-4,..215,..Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

The Lincoln Journal Star Offensive Player of the Year and the Offen- 
sive Captain for the Omaha World-Herald, Jon Bowling is one of nine 
native Nebraskans in the “98 class and the only one from Lincoln. He is 
the only recruit in the class to be named a Gatorade Circle of Champions 
state player of the year and was the USA Today Nebraska Player-of- 
the-Year, earning honorable-mention All-America honors. He was a 
SuperPrep All-Midlands honoree and helped lead Chuck Mizerski’s 
Southeast team to the state championship last season with a perfect 13- 
O record. Playing tight end, linebacker, defensive end and wide receiver, 
Bowling had 27 catches for 551 yards and two touchdowns and returned 
five interceptions for touchdowns. His best game was five catches for 
119 yards and an interception for a touchdown vs, Millard North last 
season. Bowling did not visit, but was recruited in football by Colorado 
State, Purdue, Wyoming and Towa State and by Villanova, Stanford, 
Colorado State and the Air Force Academy for his basketball talents, 
Bowling said he chose Nebraska, because, “I grew up wanting to play 
college basketball or football and Nebraska has everything I wanted.” He 
is a third-year starting forward for the Knights’ basketball team and 
currently averages 15 points per game. He earned honorable-mention 
basketball honors last season. The son of Charles and Karen Bowling, 
Jon was born on Oct. 15, 1979. 


Joshua Brown 
Fr...-K...6-1,,.175..,Foyil, Okla, (Foyil) 

Josh Brown played running back, safety and served as the team’s 
punter (40.8 average per kick in 1997) and place-kicker. He hit on eight 
of 16 field goal attempts with a career-long 61-yarder (in the state play- 
offs in 1996) in 1997 and hit on 38 of 42 PATs and also returned punts 
and kickoffs. He rushed for 1,891 yards and 51 TDs playing eight-man 
football for 12-1 Foyil High School, playing for Coach Rick Antle. Brown 
was a SuperPrep All-America place-kicker and one of just two kickers 
who were named to the 259-member squad. Brown was a second-team 
All-American as named by the National Recruiting Advisor. He was also 
a USA Today Honorable-Mention selection. He totaled 9,136 career all- 
purpose yards and 122 career TDs. As a senior he earned first-team all- 
state honors from the Daily Oklahoma, the Tulsa World and by the 
Oklahoma coaches. Nebraska returns its place-kicker in Kris Brown, 
who has shattered nearly every Husker kicking record and returns for his 
senior season in ]998. Josh Brown was a four-year letterman in football 


and track and earned three basketball letters. He is a 6-8 high jumper and 
the state champion in 1997 and earned all-conference basketball honors. 
Undecided on a major, Brown picked Nebraska over Oklahoma, Brown 
| picked NU because, “Nebraska is the best program in the nation. It will 
be a great place for me to grow, get a good education and maybe win a 
national championship. I was very impressed with the stability of the 
coaching staff.” Born on April 29, 1979, Josh’s parents are Kenneth and 
Quana Brown. Josh has two older sisters and a brother. This marks the 
fifth time in the last seven years that Nebraska has had at least one signee 
from Oklahoma (two in *98). 


Jon Clanton 
Fr....DL...6-2...280...Glendale, Ariz. (Centennial) 

Slated to play on the Husker defensive line, Jon Clanton was a first- 
team all-state nose guard and the West Valley Conference Defensive 
Player-of-the- Year at Centennial High School in Peoria, Ariz. Playing 
for Coach Richard Taylor, Clanton was a SuperPrep All-Far West Re- 
gional athlete as he recorded 104 tackles (67 solo), including 9.5 sacks, 
three blocked punts, two blocked extra points, six forced fumbles and 
three fumble recoveries. He also spent time at fullback and scored two 
touchdowns. He was an honorable-mention all-state player on defense 
as a junior. Clanton visited Washington, Oregon, Illinois and Nebraska 
and canceled a visit to Nevada. Clanton said he “committed on his visit” 
to Lincoln and chose the Huskers because of NU receivers Coach Ron 
Brown. He also said, “Nebraska has everything--tradition, facilities and 
a great academic program.” He also ran the 100 (11.3 electronic best) and 
200 and threw the shot put in track. Clanton, at 6-2, 280, runs a 4.7 
electronic 40. The son of Jody Clanton and Denise Ellert, Jon has three 
older brothers and two older sisters. 


Wes Cody 
Fr....OL...6-3...255...Fremont, Neb. (Fremont Bergan) 

Wes Cody helped lead Fremont Bergan to the state playoffs the past 
four years and earned first-team All-Nebraska honors by the Omaha 
World-Herald and first-team super-state honors by the Lincoln Journal 
Star as an offensive lineman in 1998. He earned Class C2 all-state 


| honors as a defensive lineman by the World Herald playing for coach 


Larry Martin. He was also a USA Today Honorable-Mention selection. 
Cody was an All-Midlands Region honoree by SuperPrep as he had 112 
tackles (52 solo), including 11 sacks and 35 tackles for loss. A Nebraska 
native, Cody did not take any other official visits, but considered Kansas 
State, Michigan, Wyoming, Kansas, Army and Navy. He chose Ne- 
braska because, “It was the best place in terms of facilities, tradition and 
academics.” The son of William and Marge Cody, Wes has three older 
sisters. He was born on March 23, 1980. 


Keyuo Craver 
Fr....DB..,6-0,,.180...Harleton, Texas (Harleton) 

Keyuo (pronounced KEY-oh) Craver is one of three recruits who call 
Texas home to sign with NU this season. Craver was a first-team all- 
state running back in 1997 as he totaled 3,024 yards on 271 carries (11.2 
ypc) with 50 rushing TDs to become the second all-time single-season 
scorer and rusher behind national leader Kenny Hall of Sugarland, Texas. 
He was named an All-American by the National Recruiting Advisor and 
had another 2,329 yards and 36 TDs as a junior, as he earned second- 
team all-state honors. In 1997, Craver was the District MVP and the 
Offensive Player-of-the- Year. He also earned All-Southwest Regional 
honors by SuperPrep as he had 10 200-yard rushing games as a senior. 
His best game saw him total 340 yards on 32 carries. Although he had 
five career 300-yard rushing games, he was recruited as a defensive back. 
His career defensive statistics include 192 tackles the last two years and 
five interceptions. He also returned a punt and a kickoff for 80-plus- 


| yard TDs in 1997. Coached by Sim Willis, Harleton went 10-2 in 1997 


and was the district champion. Craver is the state’s defending triple 
jumper, winning with a 48-2 jump in 1996 and 49-1 in 1997. He visited 
Oklahoma and Texas Tech and canceled visits to Texas A&M and Texas. 
He said, “I picked Nebraska because it had a nice atmosphere. The 
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players are well disciplined and well coached. | got along well with the 
coaches. They were very up front and honest with me.” The son of 
Steve and Kathy Craver, Keyuo was born on Aug. 22, 1980 and has three 
brothers, Craver was a member of the National Honor Society, student 
council and an honor roll member. 


Mike Demps 
Fr....DB...5-11...190...Fort Worth, Texas (Dunbar) 

Expected to play in the Nebraska secondary, Micheal Demps was 
Dunbar’s running back and kick returner for four years. Playing for 
Coach Bob Jones, Demps rushed for 1,346 yards and 20 TDs as a senior 
and another 1,106 his sophomore and junior years. As a defensive back, 
Demps had five career interceptions. He earned honorable-mention all- 
state honors, and all-region honors by SuperPrep. He was Grid Iron 
Great's Super Squad Offensive Player-of-the- Year in Texas, earned All- 
Southwest honors by SuperPrep and was named to the USA Today 
Honorable-Mention team (honorable-mention USA Today Player-of- 
the-Year in Texas). He was a first-team all-area by the Fort Worth Star 
Telegram playing in Class 5A. With a 3.1] grade point average, Demps is 
a six-time honor roll selection and plans to major in business administra- 
tion. He picked Nebraska over Texas Tech, SMU, New Mexico, UCLA 
and Oklahoma State. Demps said he liked “the overall statistics of the 
whole school. Nebraska is tops in everything--from academics to foot- 
ball to their weight program,” Born on Sept. 16, 1979, Mike’s mother 
and stepfather are Shirley Demps and Larry Johnson. He has four 
brothers and a sister. 


Dahrran Diedrick 
Fr....RB...6-1.,.210.,.Scarborough, Ontario, Canada (Cedarbrae 
Collegiate Institute) 

Nebraska’s first scholarship recruit out of Canada, Dahrran (pro- 
nounced Darren) Diedrick is already enrolled at Nebraska this semester 
and is expected to help fill the void at running back after junior Ahman 
Green (1,877 yards and 22 TDs in 1997) left school early to make 
himself eligible for the NFL draft. Diedrick rushed for an Ontario prov- 
ince record 1,886 yards in nine games last fall at Cedarbrae Collegiate 
Institute where he played for Coach Rick Burke. Also a standout in 
rugby. Diedrick said the elevation of now head coach Frank Solich, “just 
glues my decision to come to Nebraska, That benefits me more than it 
hinders me. He’s the one who found me up here and recruited me.” 
Diedrick is the first scholarship player from Canada, but the third to 
play for the Huskers, joining defensive linemen Terris Chorney (Ituna, 
Saskatchewan, 1989-92) and Peter Buchanan (Quebec, 1988). He chose 
Nebraska over Michigan, Syracuse, Ohio State and others. The son of 
Kenneth Diedrick and Karen Moulton, Dahrran was born on Nov. 1, 
1979 in Jamaica. 


Aaron Golliday 
Fr.... TE...6-4,,.235... York, Neb, (York) 

Aaron Golliday earned first-team All-Nebraska honors by the Omaha 
World-Herald and first-team super-state honors by the Lincoln Journal 
Star as a punter. A talented athlete, Golliday also earned first-team all- 
state Class B honors by both state papers as a running back and was an 
honorable-mention USA Today All-American, He is expected to be a 
tight end at Nebraska. In 1997, Golliday rushed for 1,923 yards and 21 
TDs and helped lead York High School to the state semifinals and an 8- 
3 record in 1997, Playing for Coach Randy Cordes, Golliday earned 
three letters in football, four in basketball and four in track. He also 
played American Legion baseball in the summer and toured with the 
Valentino's Junior All-Star basketball team. His sophomore season was 
cut short as he suffered a broken Jeg. Also recruited by Kansas State, | 
Golliday said he chose Nebraska because “of the coaching staff and the 
opportunity to play for the Cornhuskers.” Golliday was his senior class 
president and served on the York student advisory board three of his four 
years. The son of Monroe and Jeanne Golliday, Aaron was born on Dec. 
3, 1979 in Topeka, Kan. He has a younger brother Joel, and intends to 
major in political science. ; 
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DeAntae Grixby 
Fr....RB/DB...5-8...180,... Omaha, Neb. (Central) 

Named an All-American by SuperPrep, and PrepStar, Grixby was 
also a PrepStar Big 12 Region Super 30 and an All-Big 12 pick by the 
National Recruiting Advisor. Grixby earned first-team All-Nebraska 
honors by the Omaha World-Herald and first-team super-state honors 
by the Lincoln Journal Star as a defensive back in 1997 and was a USA 
Today Honorable-Mention All-American. One of nine native Nebras- 
kans to sign this year, Grixby played for coach Joe McMenamin at 
Omaha Central High School. Grixby could be a running back or play in 
the secondary for the Huskers. He joins Huskers Ahman Green (No. 2 
all-time NU rusher with 3,880 yards in 1995-96-97) and Calvin Jones 
(No, 3 all-time NU rusher, 3,153 yards in 1991-92-93) as one in a long 
line of great running backs from Central (also Kansas’ Gayle Sayers). 
Grixby earned second-team all-state honors as ajunior. In 1997, Grixby 
rushed for 1,102 yards on 59 carries with 11 TDs. Defensively, he had 
54 solo tackles and 85 total. In his junior year, Grixby rushed for 1,244 
yards and nine TDs and had 50 tackles. As a sophomore he added 550 
yards and five TDs for a career total 2.896 yards and 25 TDs. Grixby 
was recruited by numerous Big 12 schools but only visited Nebraska. 
He said the decision to come to Nebraska was “easy.” He said, “Basi- 
cally I have been a Nebraska fan since | was little. When Coach Tom 
Osborne took me to his office, and I saw all his championship rings and 
watches, ] knew in my heart that this is what I wanted to do.” The son 
of Evelyn and Ronald Grixby, DeAntae was bor on Jan. 15, 1980, He has 
two younger brothers. 


DeJuan Groce 
Fr....DB...5-11...185......Garfield Heights, Ohio (St. Edward) 

An All-American defensive back by Parade, SuperPrep and the Na- 
tional Recruiting Advisor, DeJuan Groce (pronounced Duh-Wan Gross) 
was also a member of PrepStar’s Dream Team. He made the PrepStar 
Midwest Region Super 30 team and was a second-team All-American as 
named by the National Recruiting Advisor (seventh-best defensive back 
available, No. 81 on their Top 100 list), He earned all-state honors from 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer. He played safety and corner and returned 
kickoffs and punts for coach Jim MeQuaide and St. Edward High School 
his sophomore, junior and senior years after transferring from John F. 
Kennedy High School in Cleveland. Groce had an outstanding game 
against rival Cincinnati Elder when he returned a kickoff for a touch- 
down, had two interceptions and blocked a kick. He also ran the 100 
(10.7 best) and 200 (21.9) in track and has posted a 4.4 in the 40, Groce 
picked Nebraska afier visits to Michigan State, Indiana, Ohio State and 
Syracuse. He said, “It is a great opportunity for me to come in and play 
fora No. | team,” Born on Feb, 17, 1980, DeJuan is the son of Debra and 
Warren Groce. DeJuan has three brothers. 


Chris Kelsay 
Fr....RE...6-5...240...Auburn, Neb. (Auburn) 

One of a long and growing list of Husker brother connections, Chris 
Kelsay’s older brother Chad will be a senior starter at rush end for the 
Huskers in 1998. In 1997, Nebraska’s recruiting class included three 
signees whose brothers played for Nebraska. They were Dion Booker 
(brother Michael graduated in 1996); Mark Vedral (Jon--1996 and Mike 
1992), and Tracey Wistrom (Grant--1997, two-time All-American and 
Lombardi winner). Chris Kelsay earned first-team All-Nebraska honors 
by the Omaha World-Herald and first-team super-state honors by the 
Lincoln Journal Star as a defensive lineman in 1997, He was an All- 
American as named by SuperPrep and was listed as the 28th-best recruit 
in that publication’s “National 50 Team.” USA Today named Kelsay to 
iis honorable-mention team. This fall Kelsay led Auburn to a 10-2 
record and the state Class C semifinals. He recorded 142 tackles (69 
solo), 14 sacks, three caused fumbles and two fumble recoveries playing 
outside linebacker, rush end, tight end and the majority of his time at 
tackle, He was also an all-state linebacker in 1996 as Auburn again made 
the state semifinals (beaten by champion both years). Kelsay also earned 


academic all-state honors two years, playing for coach Dave Carlson. 
Two weeks before he committed to Nebraska, Kelsay was offered a 
scholarship by Michigan without a visit. He was recruited by a majority 
of the Big 12 schools. Kelsay earned honorable-mention all-state honors 
for his basketball team as a junior as well as academic all-state honors and 
averages 18 points and nine rebounds as a forward this season, Kelsay, 
who only visited Nebraska, said he chose Nebraska “mainly because of 
the tradition and because it was close to home and I wanted to be at the 
same school as Chad," Kelsay boasts a 3.88 grade point average. The 
son of Steve and Jackie Kelsay, Chris also has a younger sister Bristol. 
Jackie is athletic director and principal at Johnson-Brock High School, 


Nate Kolterman 
Fr,...OL...6-3...300...Seward, Neb. (Seward) 

Nathan Kolterman played on Seward High School’s offensive and 
defensive lines and is expected to join the O-Line at Nebraska, He earned 
first-team All-Nebraska honors by the Omaha World-Herald and first- 
team super-state honors by the Lincoln Journal Star as an offensive 
lineman in 1997, He also earned All-America honors by the National 
Recruiting Advisor, PrepStar Big 12 Region Super 30, and USA Today 
Honorable-Mention honors in 1997 as he helped Seward and Coach 
Greg Welch to an 8-2 record and a sixth-place finish in the state last year. 
Kolterman sat out the first three games in 1997 with a ruptured appen- 
dix, but still totaled 77 tackles (26 solo) on the year. He led Class B in 
tackles in 1996. He was an all-state lineman as a junior by both state 
papers and earned four letters in track and two in wrestling. Kolterman 
was also recruited by Kansas State, Colorado, Michigan, Texas A&M, 
Wyoming, Colorado State and Fresno State, but said he “always wanted 
to play for Nebraska.” One of nine in-state Husker signees, Kolterman 
said, “It’s always been my dream to play for Nebraska. No other place 
stresses the importance of the linemen. | always knew | was going to be 
a lineman, so | knew Nebraska was the best home for me.” Kolterman 
plans to major in agricultural nutrition and enjoys showing cattle and 
lifting weights in the summer. The son of Clark and Linda Kolterman, 
Nate was born on Aug. 15,1979. He has one older brother, three younger 
brothers and two younger sisters. 


Jason Lohr 
Fr....DL...6-3...275.,, Tulsa, Okla. (Jenks) 

Jason Lohr earned All-America honors by SupetPrep as a defensive 
lineman. He is a two-time all-state player as voted by the Daily Oklaho- 
man and the Jim Thorpe Society—the only junior to make the team in 
1996. The Tulsa World named him to their all-state team and tabbed him 
as their defensive player-of-the-year. He played defensive tackle and 
offensive guard earning honorable-mention All-America honors by USA 
Today. Lohr helped Jenks High School and Coach Allan Trimble win six 
straight district titles in Class 6A and back-to-back state titles in his 
junior and senior year. A great pass rusher, Lohr had 95 tackles his 
senior year (37 solo), 18 tackles for loss, four sacks and 23 quarterback 
hits. His stats as a junior were even better with 98 tackles, 10 sacks and 
32 quarterback hits. Lohr was the player of the week after he helped his 
team defeat Stillwater High and highly touted All-America quarterback 
Matt Holliday. Lohr also visited Oklahoma State and was recruited by 
Texas A&M and Kansas State. He said, “I picked Nebraska because of 
their tradition. When | took my visit, I really like it and the coaching 
staff was real friendly.” Lohr was born on May 23, 1979 in Saginaw, 
Mich, The son of Debbie and Terry Miller and Dennis and Carolyn 
Lohr, Jason has four sisters and a brother. 


Shawn McGann 
Fr....WB...5-11...190...Granger, Ind. (Penn) 

An all-state running back for Penn High School and Coach Chris 
Geesman, Shawn McGann helped lead Penn to three consecutive Class 
SA state championships and a 42-2 record. McGann was named the 
MVP of the South Bend All-Area Dream Team. Penn was ranked among 
USA Today's Top 25 in 1996 and in 1997 defeated No. 14 Bloomington 


South in the state title game (21-20). He rushed for 1,614 yards in 1997 
and 31 touchdowns (including the game-winning TD in the state champi- 
onship game), averaging 9.1 yards per carry. He also returned three 
kickoffs for scores (8-352 total), caught 23 passes for 355 yards and has 
been timed at 4.37 in the 40. McGann also earned four letters in track 
and was an honor roll member all through high school. McGann picked 
Nebraska over Notre Dame and Michigan and is the first person from his 
high school to accept a scholarship from Nebraska. McGann said, “The 
Nebraska football program is in a league by itself. The academic program 
is also excellent with great support. ! didn’t really realize how great 
Nebraska was until about a week after | got home from my visit. [have 
been comparing Nebraska to Notre Dame and Nebraska had more of 
everything that I was looking for.” The son of Pat and Tessa McGann, 
Shawn was born on Oct. 1, 1979 in South Bend. He has two sisters and 
one brother. Nebraska’s most recent scholarship players from Indiana 
include Jared Tomich (1994-96, All-America rush end) and Jamel Will- 
iams (1994-96) and current tight end Sasho Becvaroyski. 


Matt Shook 
Fr,,,.DL/OL...6-3.,.285,,,Medina, Ohio (Medina) 

The last to sign with Nebraska, Shook signed a letter of intent on 
Sunday, Feb. 8, 1998. Shook chose Nebraska over Miami of Ohio after 
just two visits, but was also recruited by Pittsburgh and Indiana, among 
others. Shook was a three-year starter for Head Coach John Semenick at 
Medina High School. He earned first-team all-state honors as an offen- 
sive guard and was named to the Big 33 team that matches Ohio high 
school all-stars with Pennsylvania high school all-stars. Shook played 
both sides of the line as well as special teams. He was named to the Ohio 
All-Star North-South game and the Ohio Football Magazine listed him 
as the No, | offensive lineman to come out of Ohio this year, A PrepStar 
preseason All-American, Shook was captain of his football team as a 
senior. Medina running backs ran behind Shook 75 percent of the time as 
his team posted an 8-2 record in 1997 and placed second in the Pioneer 
Conference. Shook said, “First off and foremost, | was impressed with 
Nebraska’s academic program, the coaching staff, community, fans and 
especially the other players at Nebraska. It is quite an honor to be 
recruited to “Lineman Country.’ It’s a lineman’s dream.” Shook also 
lettered twice in track throwing the shot (best of 53 feet) and discus (155 
feet). Medina (pronounced Meh-DYE-auh) with a population of 25,000, 
is located approximately one half hour south of Cleveland. Posting 
better than a 3.0 GPA, Shook plans to major in business. The son of 
Dale and Kathe Shook, Matt was born on June 20, 1980, 


Jeremy Slechta 
Fr....DL...6-5...255...LaVista, Neb. (Papillion-La Vista) 

Jeremy Slechta (pronounced Seh-LECHT-tuh) earned first-team All- 
Nebraska honors by the Omaha World-Herald and first-team super-state 
honors by the Lincoln Journal Star as a defensive lineman in 1997, He 
was the World-Herald honorary defensive captain for Class A. Slechta 
also earned All-America honors by SuperPrep and the National Recruit- 
ing Advisor as a defensive lineman playing for Coach Gene Suhr at Class 
A Papillion-LaVista High School, just outside Omaha. He was an honor- 
able-mention pick by USA Today. Slechta helped lead Papillion-LaVista 
to runner-up status as a sophomore and senior and to a state champion- 
ship in 1996 (13-0) playing offensive tackle and defensive end. He is 
expected to be a defensive lineman for the Huskers, In 1997, Slechta 
recorded 97 tackles (24 solo), had 13 tackles for loss, six pass breakups 
and recovered two fumbles, scoring two touchdowns. He was the Metro 
Coaches Association Defensive Lineman-of-the-Year as a junior and se- 
nior. In 1996, he had 101 tackles, including 20 tackles for loss, five 
breakups, one blocked punt, and four fumble recoveries (scoring one 
TD). Slechta only visited Nebraska, but was also recruited by Michigan, 
Ohio State and several Big 12 schools. He said, “Il was born in Nebraska 
and playing here is something I just had to do. | really liked all the 
coaches.” Slechta is also a two-year letterman for the basketball team 
and currently averages 18 points and seven rebounds as Papio’s starting 
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center. The son of Alice and Richard Slechta, Jeremy was born on May 
12, 1980. He was a sophomore when fellow Husker John Gibson was a 
senior at Papillion-La Vista. 


Justin Smith 
Fr....RE...6-5.,.240,..Sherman, Texas (Sherman) 

One of three signees in the 1998 class from the state of Texas, Smith 
earned All-America honors by SuperPrep as a defensive end and was 
that publication's Southwest Region Defensive Player-of-the- Year. He 
earned honorable-mention all-state honors for Class 4A Sherman play- 
ing for Coach Ronnie Tipps. Sherman was second in the state in 1996 
and 1997, as Smith had 90 tackles (50 solo), 12 sacks and also served as 
a blocking tight end, He is expected to play rush end at Nebraska, 
Sherman earned three letters in football, three in track and two in 
powerlifting. He chose Nebraska over Kansas State, Texas and Mis- 
souri, Smith said, “I liked the overall stability of Nebraska, its weight 
program and the academic support staff. Nebraska has had great success 
over the last 20 years--it is the best overall program out there and they 
have the best fans in the United States.” Born on Feb. 6, 1980, Justin is 
the son of Martha and Mark Smith. His only brother Jason (21) plays 
at Division I] Harding University in Arkansas, where he is an all-confer- 
ence defensive tackle, 


Randy Stella 
Fr.,..LB...6-2..,200...0maha, Neb. (Benson) 

Nebraska native Randy Stella earned first-team All-Nebraska honors 
from the Omaha World-Herald and first-team super-state honors by the 
Lincoln Journal Star as a linebacker in 1997. He was also a SuperPrep 
and National Recruiting Advisor All-American linebacker and was No. 
93 on the Advisor’s Top 100 list playing for Coach Lonnie Tapp at Class 
A Omaha Benson High School. He was named to USA Today's Honor- 
able-Mention All-America team. Stella missed most of three games with 
a sprained ankle and turf toe in 1997, but still rushed for 76] yards and 
11 touchdowns and had 120 tackles, four quarterback sacks and one 
interception. A standout in basketball as well, Stella was Jast year’s 
state long jump champion with a leap of 23-10. Stella picked Nebraska 
over lowa, [owa State, Kansas and Michigan. He said, “I always wanted 
to play for Nebraska. I feel it is the right school for me.” The son of 
Annette Stella, Randy was bom on Sept, 11, 1979. He is the first player 
to sign from Benson since Tony Veland (free safety 1992-95), 


Tony Tata 
Fr...LB...6-2.,.240...Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis) 

The Hawaii connection to Nebraska continues as Tony Tata is the 
fourth current scholarship Husker joining senior second-team All-America 
setter Fiona Nepo (Honolulu University); baseball freshman third 
baseman/outfielder Daniel Kimura (Hawaii player of the year in 1996, 
lolani High) and redshirt freshman offensive lineman Dominic Raiola (St. 
Louis). From the same high school as Tata, Raiola was the first scholar- 
ship football player from Hawaii to sign with NU. St. Louis has won 12 
consecutive state championships. Tata earned All-West honors by the 
National Recruiting Advisor playing for Coach Cal Lee. Tata was the 
state’s defensive player-of-the-year and the Hawaii Player-of-the-Year 
by USA Today (and honorable-mention All-American) after recording 
74 tackles, 23 tackles for loss and 10 quarterback sacks. He also had 37 
quarterback hurries and forced three fumbles. Over the past two years, 
he has had 154 tackles, 26 sacks and seven forced fumbles. He can bench 
press 365 and squat 420 and has been timed at an electronic 4.6 in the 40, 
Tata visited Arizona, Colorado, Utah and Washington, before picking 
the Huskers, A native of American Samoa, Tata is the fifth member of 
his family to accept an NCAA Division I-A football scholarship. Three 
brothers (Pulou-RB, Tasi-OL, Silila-NT) were members of Oregon’s 
1994 Rose Bowl team, while Vavae is a junior defensive end for UCLA. 
He is one of at least eight St. Louis High team members to earn a Division 
i scholarship this year. The son of Mele (mother) and Peni (father) Tata, 
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Tony was born on Jan. 11, 1979. Tata said he picked Nebraska because, 
“I liked the academic program, the overall football program, the support 
system and the overall environment--I like cold weather.” 


Wilson Thomas 
Fr....WR...6-5...200...Omaha, Neb. (North) 

Although he didn’t play football until his junior year, Wilson Tho- 
mas earned first-team All-Nebraska honors by the Omaha World-Herald 
and first-team super-state honors by the Lincoln Journal Star as a defen- 
sive lineman in 1997, Thomas was also named to the SuperPrep All- 
Midland and USA Today’s honorable-mention team playing for Coach 
Herman Colvin at Class A Omaha North High School. Playing wide 
receiver and rush end, Wilson recorded 90 tackles and had 14 sacks and 
averaged 15 yards per catch as a senior. He is also in his fourth year 
playing for the basketball team and currently averages 14 points, seven 
rebounds and boasts an 80 percent free throw percentage for 10-2 North. 
A three-year track letterman, Thomas cleared 6-7 in the high jump and 
went 44 feet and 23 feet in the triple and long jumps, respectively. 
Wilson was recruited by lowa State, Kansas State, Colorado State and 
New Mexico State, but canceled all visits after committing to Nebraska. 
He said, “Nebraska’s academic support and the whole program is out- 
standing. I’m really looking forward to being a part of it all." Wilson is 
the son of Darcel Brown and Wilson Thomas, Wilson was born on Oct, 
21, 1979 in Omaha, He has one sister, Danielle, and is the cousin of 
Mike Rucker, who is a senior starting rush for the Huskers. He is active 
in OYSB, the Omaha Young Sisters and Brothers organization. Thomas 
was only the second high school player in the history of Nebraska 
football summer camps to break the 2,000-point barrier for performances 
in the 40-yard dash, vertical jump and agility run. Former Nebraska I- 
back Ahman Green was the only other high school player to break the 
2,000 mark. 


Recruiting Notes 

@ All nine signees from the state of Nebraska were not only first- 
team All-State honorees, but also super-state and All-Nebraska honor- 
ees as named by the Lincoln Journal Star and the Omaha World Herald, 
respectively. 

@ = Dahrran Diedrick is not the first Canadian player to don the 
Husker red and white, but he is believed to be the first Canadian to sign 
a national-letter-of-intent and accept a scholarship. 

@ Tony Tata is NU’s second scholarship football player from the 
state of Hawaii, and the fourth current scholarship player from Hawaii, 


| joining volleyball player Fiona Nepo and baseball player Daniel Kimura. 


1997 Husker Honors 


Ahman Green 
I-Back 


Eric Anderson 
Offensive Tackle 


Ralph Brown 
Cornerback 


ATHLETIC Honors 


National Awards 

Paul "Bear" Bryant Coach-of-the-Year Award Finalist: 
Tom Osborne (one of six) 

Eddie Robinson/FWAA Coach-of-the-Year Semifinalist: 
Tom Osbome (one of 11) 

Lombardi Award Winner: 
Grant Wistrom, RE 

Lombardi Award Semifinalists: 
Aaron Taylor, OG (one of 12) 
Grant Wistrom, RE (one of 12) 

Outland Trophy Winner: 
Aaron Taylor, OG 

Outland Trophy Finalist: 
Jason Peter, DT (one of three) 
Aaron Taylor, OG (one of three) 

Bronko Nagurski/FWAA Defensive Player-of-the-Year Finalists: 
Grant Wistrom, RE (one of five) 
Jason Peter, RE (one of five) 

Football News Defensive Player-of-the-Year Semifinalists: 
Jason Peter, DT 
Grant Wistrom, RE 

1997 AAU James E. Sullivan Memorial Award Nominee: 
Grant Wistrom, RE 

Touchdown Club of Columbus Offensive Lineman-of-the-Year: 
Aaron Taylor, OG 

Football News Offensive Player-of-the-Year Semifinalist: 
Ahman Green, [B 

Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award Finalist: 
Scott Frost, QB (one of five) 

Davey O'Brien Foundation National QB Award Semifinalist: 
Scott Frost, QB 

Doak Walker Award Finalist: 
Ahman Green, IB (one of three) 

Lou Groza Award Semifinalist: 
Kris Brown, PK 

Sports [lustrated 1997 All-Walk-on Team: 
Matt Hoskinson, OG/C 
Joel Makovicka, FB 
Brian Shaw, SLB 

Butkus Award Watch List: 
Jay Foreman, MLB 

Jim Thorpe Award Preseason Candidate: 
Ralph Brown, CB 

National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame Inductee: 
Dave Rimington, Center, 1979-82 


All-Americans 

First Team: 
Jason Peter, DT (AP, FWAA, Walter Camp, Sporting News) 
Aaron Taylor, OG (AP, Football News, AFCA, FWAA, Walter Camp, 
Sporting News) 


Grant Wistrom 
Rush End 


Aaron Taylor 
Offensive Guard 


Jason Peter 
Defensive Tackle 


Grant Wistrom, RE (AP, AFCA, FWAA, Walter Camp, Sporting 
News) 
Second Team: 

Ahman Green, IB (AP, Sporting News) 
Third Team: 

Eric Anderson, OT (AP) 


_—_—— = 
Grant Wistrom won the Lombardi Award in 1997, 


Big 12 Honors 

(Key: AP--Associated Press; FBN--Football News; DMN--Dallas Morn- 

ing News; AS--Austin Stateman; KC--Kansas City Star) 

Big 12 Defensive Player-of-the-Year; 
Grant Wistrom, RE (AP, Coaches, AS) 

First Team: 
Eric Anderson, OT (AP, Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 
Ralph Brown, CB (AP, Coaches, FBN, AS) 
Ahman Green, IB (AP, Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 
Jason Peter, DT (AP, Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 
Aaron Taylor, OG (AP, Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 
Grant Wistrom, RE (AP, Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 


Second Team: 
Mike Brown, Rover (Coaches) 
Jay Foreman, LB (AP, DMN) 
Scott Frost, QB (AP, DMN, AS) 
Octavious McFarlin, WLB (AS) 
AS--American Statesman, FBN--Football News 


Third Team: 
Scott Frost, QB (Coaches) 
Josh Heskew, Center (Coaches) 
Chad Kelsay, RE (Coaches) 
Eric Warfield, FS (Coaches) 
Jon Zatechka, OG (Coaches) 
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Honorable Mention: 
Kris Brown, PK (Coaches) 
Jay Foreman, LB (Coaches) | 
Jesse Kosch, Punter (Coaches) | 
Joel Makovicka, FB (Coaches) 
Fred Pollack, OT (Coaches) 
Mike Rucker, RE (Coaches) 
Jason Wiltz, DT (Coaches) 


Big 12 Player-of-the-Week: 
Scott Frost, QB, twice, vs. Washington (Sept. 20), Missouri (Nov. 8) 
Ahman Green, [B, twice, vs. Texas Tech (Oct. 18), Colorado (Nov. 28) 
Grant Wistrom, RE, vs. Oklahoma (Nov. 1!) 


ABC/Chevrolet Nebraska Players-of-the-Game 
($1,000 donated to school's general scholarship fund) 
Scott Frost vs. Washington, Sept. 20 
Grant Wistrom vs. Oklahoma, Nov. | 
Scott Frost vs. Missouri, Nov, 8 
Scott Frost vs. Colorado, Nov. 28 
Scott Frost vs. Texas A&M, Dec. 6 


CNN/SI College Football Player-of-the-Week: 
Scott Frost, QB vs. Missouri, Noy, § 
Ahman Green, IB vs. lowa State, Nov. 15 


Acapemic Honors 


All-Americans 
NCAA Today's Top Eight: 
Grant Wistrom, RE 
National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame 
Postgraduate Scholarship: 
Grant Wistrom, RE ($18,000 over two years, one of eight Diy. I-A) 
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship: 
Grant Wistrom, RE ($5,000) 
Burger King College Football Scholarship Athlete-of-the-Week: 
Jon Zatechka ($10,000 to school's general scholarship fund) 


GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-Americans: 
First-Team: 

Joel Makovicka, Jr., FB, 3.84, biological sciences 

Grant Wistrom, Sr., RE, 3.431, pre-pharmacy 
Second-Team: 

Scott Frost, Sr., QB, 3.479, finance 

Chad Kelsay, Jr., RE, 3.614, finance 

Jon Zatechka, Sr, OG, 3.548, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 


GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VII: 
Lance Brown, Jr., WB, 3.745, management 
Scott Frost, Sr., QB, 3.479, finance 
Chad Kelsay, Jr., RE, 3.614, finance 
Joel Makovicka, Jr., PB, 3.84, biological sciences 
Grant Wistrom, Sr., RE, 3.431, pre-pharmacy 
Jon Zatechka, Sr., OG, 3.548, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 


GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-America Nominees: 
Kris Brown, Jr., PK, 3.281, education 
Lance Brown, Jr,, WB, 3.745, management 
Mike Brown, So., Rover, 3.222, general studies 
Scott Frost, Sr., QB, 3.479, finance 
Chad Kelsay, Jr., RE, 3.614, finance 
Jeff Lake, Sr., SE, 3.50, civil engineering 
Billy Legate, Jr., FB, 3.455, education 
Joel Makovicka, Jr, FB, 3.84, biological sciences 
Brian Shaw, So., SLB, 4.00, animal science 
Travis Toline, Jr., RE. 3.642. mechanical engineering 
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Grant Wistrom, Sr, RE, 3.431, pre-pharmacy 
Jon Zatechka, Sr., OG, 3.548, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 


Academic All-Big 12 First Team (18): 
+4.0 GPA, **two-time winner, ***three-time 
Dan Alexander, Fr., [B, general studies 
Eric Anderson, Sr., OT, construction management 
Kris Brown, Jr., PK, education 
Lance Brown, Jr., WB, management** 
Mike Brown, So., Rover, general studies 
T.J. DeBates, So., TE, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 
Scott Frost, Sr., QB, finance** 
Matt Hoskinson, Sr., OG/C, English 
Adam Julch, So., OT, general studies 
Chad Kelsay. Jr., RE, finance** 
Jeff Lake, Sr., SE, civil engineering** 
Billy Legate, Jr., FB, pre-education** 
Joel Makovicka, Jr., FB, biological sciences** 
Ted Retzlaff, Sr., PK, agribusiness 
Brian Shaw+, So., SLB. animal science** 


Aaron Taylor won the Outland Trophy in 1997, 


Travis Toline, Jr., RE, mechanical engineering 
Grant Wistrom, Sr., RE, biological sciences*** 
Jon Zatechka, Sr., OG, forestry, fisheries and wildlife** 


| Honorable-Mention Academic All-Big 12 (17): 


Jason Benes, Sr., CB, mechanical engineering 
Ben Buettenback, So., LB, biological sciences 
Monte Christo, Jr., QB, biological sciences 
Jeff Clausen, So., OT, communication studies 
Russell Froehlich, Jr., LB, math 

Ben Gessford, Jr., OG, psychology 

Billy Haafke, Jr., SE, pre-education 

Quint Hogrefe, Jr., LB, accounting 

Loran Kaiser, Fr., DT, veterinary science 
Ben Kingston, So., FB, political science 

Bill Lafleur, Jr., P, pre-education 

Brandon Mooberry, Fr., RE, general studies 
Willie Miller, Fr., FB, general studies 

James Sherman, So., OG, criminal justice 
Ross Tessendorf, Jr., DT, exercise science 
Mike Van Cleave, Sr., OT, art 

Brandt Wade, Jr., OG, biological sciences 


Dec. 20, 1997 Graduates: 
Lance Brown, (Jr.), WB, management 
Scott Frost, QB, finance 
Jason Peter, DT, communication studies 
Jay Sims, IB, communication studies 
Sean Wieting, SE, business administration 
Matt Hoskinson, OG/C, English 
Ted Retzlaff, PK, agribusiness 


1997 Nesraska FINAL STATISTICS 


Finat Team Resutts: 13-0/8-0 in Bic 12 Conrerence, Bic 12 Cuampions, NationAL CHAMPIONS 


Date Opponent Site 

Aug. 30 Akron Lincoln, Neb. 
Sept. 13 Central Florida Lincoln, Neb. 
Sept. 20 Washington Seattle, Wash, 
Oct. 4 Kansas State# Lincoln, Neb. 
Oct. 11 Baylor# Waco, Texas 
Oct. 18 Texas Tech# Lincoln, Neb. 
Oct. 25 Kansas# Lawrence, Kan, 
Noy. 1 Oklahoma# Lincoln, Neb. 
Nov. 8 Missouri# Columbia, Mo. 
Nov. 15 Towa State# Lincoln, Neb. 
Novy. 28 Colorado# Boulder, Colo. 
Dec. 6 Texas A&M* San Antonio, Texas 
Jan. 2 Tennessee** Miami, Fla. 


# Big 12 Conference Game; HC--Homecoming; *Big 12 Championship in San Antonio, Texas; ***FedEx Orange Bowl in Miami, Fla. 


Score By Quart ERS (STATS DO NOT INCLUDE ORANGE BOWL NUMBERS) 


Team Ist/Avg. 2nd/Avg. 3rd/Avg. 
Nebraska 150/12.5 184/15.3 123/10.3 
Opponents 34/2.8 40/3.3 41/3.4 


Finat 1997 Team Statistics 


By Rush 

By Pass “d 

By "Recently on caf sassizpaeastcissiesmagiiepasszpoprutseas pdancasaaispsaeanabtianht 9 
Total CMCRSIVE Yards cccrcsscscicrcvevsseasensteiretsesvevvnrvesennssiies 6,164 

Avg. Per Game ...... 313.7 


Total Plays...... 
Avg. Gain Per Play .. 
Net Rushing Yards...... 
Avg, Per Game .. 
Rushing Attempts .. 
Avg, Per Attempt ..... 
Yards Gained Rushing. 
Yards Lost Rushing... 
Net Passing Yards ....... 
Avg. Per Game ..... 
Avg. Per Attempt ..... 
Avg. Per Completion 
Attempts. ...sererrceess 
Completions ...,.......... 
Completion Percentage 


Had! Dntercep ted Fin. cccisesssicnseasssessnnsvsnenncesosynecdlestearedeceessunes a 
NCAA Rating... 126.13 
Tnnterceptions: By ccissscsosesseocrsessssserssseersnvecorecrsesoscsvnnecnsesoeseosozens 12 
Yards Returned.. . 153 
Avg. Per Return. 12.8 
"PRU I TS ORI ons szisicastsgegsssevcnsciaazessenmucaierses senacariooereme tire I 
Punting Avg. ....... 37.5 
PUUTOSE OE PRE, asses: sss yvecees sesssosnueavace ssanseeereassnasseennssssceee 33 
MATOS sccicpeddzacsensss 1,237 
Had Blocked ...... meee) 
Net Punting Avg B52, 
Punt FRECUTIS severessossscrscscerssscsnnsessesssstveovscseatcecsssunneessvessasoosessee 51 
Yards Returned... 601 
Avg. Per Return, 11.8 
"TOU CEG WG as senssecesscounicicesssanencceceess sswseubvevaraneypevacsicocassseeves 1 
Kickoff Returns... . 29 
Yards Returned.. ++ 706 
Avg. Per Return. 24.3 
Beyer dn ch 0 Wen aasisésss occ cascissssacnnseeyesestovvevoncsuasazeryroncocecceaeenteie? 0 
Fumble Returns ...... -') 
Yards Returned. . 56 
TOW DMG GAS. nes ssiipeeciiscsgernnasiscassseuyseevenscscasseetvocvensgasnanyaevadi7py 0 
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Gametime Final 
AP Rank AP 
Television Attendance Result NU/OPP. NU/OPP. 
75,124 W, 59-14 6/-- 2/-- 
75,327 W, 38-24 6/-- 2/-- 
ABC-TV 74,023 W, 27-14 7/2 2/21 
Fx 75,856 W, 56-26 3/17 2/10 
38,175 W, 49-21 3/-- 2/-- 
75,764 W, 29-0 2/-- 2/-- 
Fox Sports Net 42,000 W, 35-0 1/-- 2/-- 
ABC-TV 75,926 W, 69-7 1/-- 2/-- 
ABC-TV 66,846 W, 45-38 (OT) I/-- 2/19 
Fox/Big 12 75, 613 W, 77-14 3/-- 2/-- 
ABC-TV 52,738 W, 27-24 2/-- 2/-- 
ABC-TV 65,824 W, 54-15 2/14 2/20 
CBS-TV 72,385 W, 42-17 2/3 2/3 
4th/Avg. oT Total/Avg. 
101/8.4 7 565/47. 
82/6.8 0 197/164 
NU Opp. 
Opp. Pera SE Var dss sccasscssvccvevecsesvacesevensvssecerveossvscoousnvovontzeeee 57/498 81/614 
156 Avg. Yards Per Game. 41,5 S12 
57 Fumbles/Lost .........cccse000 36/17 25/12 
82 Total Turnovers .......... ep | 24 
17 3rd Down Conversions... 95/176 41/165 
3,088 Conversion Percentage .....cssssssssssessescssecsssersessesenseseesneseaes 54 25 
257.3 4th Down Conversions ..... 13/24 8/16 
717 CONVEISION PETC Li isisiseecaisssisseoassscssssisvoonssassssonveasisaasiens 54 50 
4.3 Sacks By/Yards Lost wee 44/313 4/26 
881 Time of Possession Per Game. 32:48 27:12 
73.4 Touchdowns .. ef 27 
407 By Rush 66 12 
2,2 By Pass..... is 13 
1,390 By Return ,........00 sonst 2 
509 PAT Kicks Made/Att. .... 71/71 21/21 
2,207 PAT -Run-Pase Madesatt, 5..ccccssssccissnssssascucirascstbitnovenesssssvens 0/2 1/6 
183.9 Field Goals Made/Att. 18/21 4/7 
ei AF EGOS a ccscscasccdsastaseoavcctavscisczccncasa esata wives sageseenncaesayetupnaccsseneresilas 1 0 
15.2 Total Points...... 565 197 
310 AVG, «Pree SAMS reascsscisicspascisiscsssancaiteys sss vongttermmmeuTTDT 47.1 16.4 
145 Season Attendance. 793,216 (66,101 average) 
468 GAGA sso acaittiascvccareciiacsssreaccisinis 453,610 (75,602 average) 
12 PRS cacccecwssvaanteess naameaie 339,606 (56,601 average) 
112.67 
4 
54 
13.5 
0 
40.8 
91 
3,711 
0 
34.2 
12 
75 BPs: pry 
6.3 s ae 
47 : i 
974 
20.7 
0 oF 
s For the second straight season, Nebraska led the Big 12 in attendance, 


averaging 75,602 fans a game. Memorial Stadium has had an NCAA record 


220 consecutive sellouts dating back to 1963. 
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Nesraska Starters Game-By-Game 


Husker OFFENSE 


Opponent SE 
Akron Lake 


LT 
Pollack 


Central Fla, Cheatham Pollack 
(@ Washington Cheatham Pollack 
Kansas State Lake 
@ Baylor Lake 
Texas Tech Lake 
@ Kansas Lake 
Oklahoma Lake 


@ Missouri 


lowa State Lake 
@ Colorado Cheatham Pollack 
Texas A&M Lake 
Tennessee Lake 


‘opened in spread formation; **-opened in two tight-end formation 


Husker DeFreNsE 


Opponent LR 


Akron Rucker 
Central Fla. Kelsay 
@ Washington Kelsay 
Kansas State Kelsay 
(@ Baylor Kelsay 
Texas Tech Kelsay 
@ Kansas Kelsay 
Oklahoma Kelsay 
(@ Missouri Kelsay 
lowa State Kelsay 
@ Colorado Kelsay 
Texas A&M ~~ Rucker 
Tennessee Rucker 
*-opened in dime defense 


Pollack 
Pollack 
Pollack 
Pollack 
Pollack 


Cheatham Pollack 


Pollack 


Pollack 
Pollack 


DT 
Warren 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 
Warren 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 
Wiltz 


LG 

Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Taylor 


DT 

Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 
Peter 


Fina Inpivipuat Statistics 
RUSHING (stats do not include Orange Bowl numbers) 


Cc 
Heskew 
HMeskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Heskew 
Hewkew 


RR 

Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 
Wistrom 


RG 

Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 
Zatechka 


SAM 
Shaw 
Shaw 
Shaw 
Shaw 
Shaw 
*Walker 
Shaw 
Shaw 
Shaw 
Ortiz 
Ortiz 
Ortiz 
Ortiz 


GIGS Att. Gain Loss 
Green, A. 12/12 278 1,925 48 
Frost, S. 12/12 176 1,200 105 
Makovicka, J. 12/10 105 685 0 
Buckhalter, C. 12/0 54 313 2 
London, F. 9/0 42 232 34 
Newcombe, B-. 12/0 16 158 2 
Sims, J. 9/0 27 128 3 
Legate, B. 12/0 12 74 0 
Alexander, D. 6/0 16 74 6 
Miller, W. 8/0 10 33 4 
Cobb, J, 7/0 6 27 0 
Christo, M. §/0 2 17 0 
Brown, L, 12/7 vi 12 0 
Runty, J. 3/0 2 8 0 
Wiggins, S. 12/2 1 6 0 
Kingston, B. 3/0 3 6 0 
Stanislav, J. 1/0 1 $ i) 
Soucie, T. 3/0 1 0 0 
Zatechka, J. 12/12 0 0 0 
Retzlaff. T. 7/0 1 0 8 
Nebraska 12 755 4,923 212 
Opponents 12 407 1,390 509 
PassinG 
Avg./ 
G/GS Comp. Pet. Yds. Att. 
Frost, S. 12/12 159 88 553 1,237 7.8 
London, F. 9/0 22 10 455 201 9.1 
Newcombe, B. 12/0 i 1 L.000 15 15.0 
Nebraska 12 182 99 544 1,453 8.0 
Opponents 12 310 145 468 2,207 71 
PuNTING 
Net. Inside 
G/GS No. Yards Avg. Avg. Opp.20 Bik 
Kosch, J. 11/0 30 1,179 39.3 36.9 12 2 
Lafleur, B. 2/0 1 40 40.0 42.0 0 0 
Team 12 74 18 9.0 fas ex 0 
Nebraska 12 335! 8237 S78 BS 12 Z 
Opponents 12 91 3,711 40.8 34.2 11 0 


RT 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Anderson 
anderson 


MIKE 

Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 
Foreman 


Avg./ 


Net 
1,877 


we oown 


> 
_ 
my) 
=| 


881 
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TE 

Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
V. Jackson 
V. Jackson 
Carpenter 
S. Jackson 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 


WILL 
McFarlin 
MeFarlin 
McFarlin 
E. Johnson 
MeFarlin 
McFarlin 
McFarlin 
McFarlin 
McFarlin 
McFarlin 
McFarlin 
McFarlin 
McFarlin 


Aveg./ 


ac) 
ah oat - = fe 
SOMUMUOWNA atx MWD 


> 


WAR DAE REAR OSRAAAD 


‘ 
A op 
nenico colo 


QB FB IB WB 
Frost Makoyicka Green Wiggins 
Frost Makovicka Green **V Jackson 
Frost Makovicka Green Wiggins 
Frost **V. Jackson Green L, Brown 
Frost **V_ Jackson Green L. Brown 
Frost Makovicka Green L. Brown 
Frost Makovicka Green ** Carpenter 
Frost Makovicka Green L. Brown 
Frost Makovicka Green L, Brown 
Frost Makovicka Green L, Brown 
Frost Makovicka Green **V_ Jackson 
Frost Makovicka Green L. Brown 
Frost Makovicka Green **V. Jackson 
LCB FS ROV RCB 
Peterson Warfield M.Brown R. Brown 
Peterson Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Peterson Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M, Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Finley M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Game LP TD 
156.4 64 (Colorado) 22 
91.3 34 (Wash.) 19 
57.1 43 (Wash.) 9 
28.3 25 (Wash.) 6 
19.8 5] (Akron) 3 
13.0 25 (KSU, A&M) | 
13.9 16 (Colorado) 2 
6.2 14 (Baylor) 0 
11.3 18 (Texas Tech) 0 
6.1 1) (Kansas) i] 
3.9 16 (Baylor) 1 
3.4 13 (lowa State) 0 
1.0 9 (Oklahoma) 1 
Zat 5 (lowa State) 0 
0.5 6 (Texas A&M) 0 
2.0 2 (three times) 0 
5.0 5 (lowa State) 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 ] 
-L1 0 0 
392.6 64 66 
73.4 80 12 
Int. TD NCAA 
Pet. LP TD Pet. Rating 
-025 31 5 031 126.04 
-000 46 0 000 122.20 
000 Is 0 -000 226.00 
-022 51 5 -027 126.13 
-039 69 13 -042 112.67 
Distance in Yards | 
50-59 60-69 70+ Long 
13 2 i 0 60 
l 0 0 0 40 
0 0 0 0 18 
14 2 1 0 60 
21 17 4 0 67 


RECEIVING (*«xpicaTes TOUCHDOWN SCORED) Punt Returns 


G/GS No. Yards Avg. LP TD G/GS No, Yards Avg. LP TD 
Cheatham, K. 9/4 14 19) 13.6 31 (Colo.) 0 Wiggins, S. 12/2 19 220 11.6 39 0 
Green, A. 12/12 14 105 7.5 39 (MU) 0 Newcombe, B. 12/0 12 244 20.3 *57 1 
Brown, L. 12/7 12 226 18.8 35 (Wash) 0 Harrison, B. 10/0 Rg 40 5.0 18 0 
Davison, M. 12/0 II 232021.) 51 (A&M) 1 Walker, J. 12/1 7 39 5.6 19 0 
Jackson, S. 12/4 1] 189 17.2 37 (Baylor) 2 Brown, L. 12/7 3 27 9.0 15 0 
Newcombe, B. 12/0 at 173 24.7 *40 (Okla) 1 Swiney, E. 12/9 l 28 28.0 28 0 
Wiggins, S. 12/2 6 76 12.7 21 (Wash) 0 Miller, W. 8/0 1 3 3.0 3 0 
Makovicka, J. 12/10 5 60 12.0 21 (Colo.) 1 Nebraska 12 51 601 11.8 *57 1 
Jackson, V. 12/4 4 72 18.0 23 (K-State) 0 Opponents 12 12 75 6.3 26 0 
Lake, J. 12/8 4 40 10.0 26 (A&M) 0 
Buckhalter, C. 12/0 3 6 2.0 7 (Wash,) 0 
Gibson, .J. 10 2 18 9.0 9 (Akron) 0 KickorF RETURNS 
Legate, B. 12/0 2 18 9.0 15 (Akron) 0 G/GS No. Yards Avg. up 1D 
Sims, J. 9/0 ] 16 16.0 16 (K-State) 0 Walker, J. 12/1 15 389 25.9 51 0 
Haafke, B. 8/0 1 15 15.0 15 (Akron) 0 Wiggins, S. 12/2 9 243 27.0 41 0 
Applegate, S. 5/0 j 9 9.0 9 (Akron) 0 Cheatham, K. 9/4 1 23 23.0 23 0 
DeBates, T_J. 12/0 1 7 7.0 7({A&M) 0 Brown, L. 12/7 1 2) 21.0 21 0 
Nebraska 12 99 1,453 14.7 *51 (A&M) 5 Newcombe, B. 12/0 i 16 = =-16.0 16 0 
Opponents 12 145 2,207. =15.2 *69 (Akron) 9 Jackson, S. 12/1 ] Iz 13.6 13 0 
Team 12 1 1 1.0 1 0 
Nebraska 12 29° 706 24.3 $1 0 
Tora OFFENSE LEADERS Opponents 12 47 974 20.7 62 0 
Avg./ — Avg./ 
G/GS Plays Rush Pass Total Play Game 
Frost, S. 12/12. -«335.«21095.-«1237/:«-2332'~=«#7,.0—«194,3 | SCORING 
Green, A. 12/11 278 1877 0 1877 6.8 156.4 G/GS TD PATI PAT2 FG Saf. TP 
Makovicka, J.12/10 105 685 0 685 6.5 57.1 | Green, A. 12/)2 22 0 0 0 0 132 
London, F. 9/0 64 198 20) 399 6,2 39.9 | Brown, K. 12/12 Q 62-62 0 18-21 0 116 
Buckhalter, C, 12/0 54 311 0 311 5.8 28.3 | Frost, S. 12/12 19 0 0 0 0 114 
Newcombe, B.12/0 V7 156 1s 171) «(10.1 14.3 | Makovicka, J. 12/10 10 0 0 0 0 60 
Nebraska 12 937 4,711 1,453 6,164 6.6 513.7 | Buckhalter, C. 12/0 6 0 0 0 0 36 
Opponents 12 717 881 2,207 3,088 4.3. 257.3 | Newcombe, B. 12/0 3 0 0 0 0 18 
London, F. 9/0 3 0 0 0 0 18 
. Jackson, S. 12/1 2 0 0 0 0 12 
ALL Purpose LEADERS Sims, J. 9/0 2 0 0 0 0 12 
Avg-/ | Ratzlaff, T. 7/0 i ek Bel 0 0 7 
GIGS” Rush Ree, PR KOR Total Game | Waker, J. wa of <0 0 0 0 6 
Green, A. 12/12 1877 105 0 0 1,982 165.2 Zatechka, J. 12/12 1 0 0 0 0 6 
Frost, S. 12/12 1095 0 0 0 1,095 91.3 Brown, L. 12/7 1 0 0 0 0 6 
Makovicka, 3.12/10 685 60 0 0 745 62.1 Davison, M. 12/0 1 0 0 0 0 6 
Newcombe, B.12/0 156 173 244 16 = =S8&9 49.1 Miller, W. 8/0 1 0 0 0 0 6 
Wiggins, S. 12/2 6 76 220 243 3545 45.4 | Cobb, 1. 7/0 periy 0 0 0 6 
Nebraska 12 4,711 =1,453 601 706 7,680 640.0 Hadenfeldt. D. 2/0 0 2-2 0 0 0 2 
Opponents 12 881 2,207 75 974 4,232 352.7 | pean j 12/0 0 0-0 0-0 0 1 2 
Nebraska 12 73 «71-71 0-2 18-21 1 565 
INTERCEPTIONS Opponents 12 27 2-2F 1-6 4-7 0 197 
G/GS No. Yards Avg. Le TD 
Walker, J. 12/1 2-77. 355 972 4 Fie.tp Goats 
Brown, R. 12/12 2 28 «14.0 23 0 3 ‘3 7 
Brown, M. 12/12 2 26 13.0 26 0 Brown, K —— or — aC ase" ea 
Warfield, E. = 12/10). 226 13,0 26s Nebraska. 2821 80 7 78 BE D0 
Swiney, E. 12/9 % 2% 1.0 z Opponents 4-7 0-0 0-0 3-4 0-0 1-3 
Finister, D, 3/0 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Peterson, J. 9/3 1 9 0.0 o a Brown FG Sequence: (38, *24): (27, +21); (41,*20, *31); (*31, *32); 
Rebrauks 2 musa Be se (0); (*32, *41, *45); (0); (#24, 42); (#44); (0); (#25, #46); (#27, *26, 
Opponents 12 A $4) (13.8 40 0 *31, *44), 
FuMBLE RETURNS Opponent FG Sequence: (()); (*51); (33); (0); (0); (52); (0); (0); (*39); (0); 
G/GS No. Yards Avg. Lp 1D (50, *30); (*32). *Good. 
Ortiz, T. 12/3 2 8 4.0 8 0 
Peter, J. 12/12 2 0 0.0 0 0 
Swiney, E. 12/9 2 0 0.0 0 0 
McFarlin, O, 12/11 i 43 43.0 43 0 
Kelsay, C. 12/10 1 3 5.0 5 0 
Wistrom, G. 12/12 l 0 0.0 0 0 
Wiltz, J. 11/10 | 0 0.0 0 0 
Vanden Bosch, K. 12/0 | 0 0.0 0 0 
Drum, B. 9/0 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Nebraska 12 12 56 4.7 43 0 
Opponents 12 12 41 3.4 35 2 
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Derensive Statistics 


(----Fumbles----) QB Int. 
Player GIGS UT AT TT Loss Sacks Csd. Ree. BK PBU Int Hurry Csd. 
Brown, M. 12/12 36 4] 77 4-6 0-0 0 0 0 4 2 0 0 
Foreman, J. 12/12 17 44 61 5-10 1,5-6 1 0 0 1 0 9 0 
Peter, J. 12/12 22 39 60 15-61 7.0-40 1 2 0 4 0 22 1 
Warfield, E. 12/11 9623 29 52 2-1 0-0 0 0 0 4 2 1 0 
Wistrom, G. 12/12. 28 23 51 17-79 §.5-58 3 1 0 3 0 25 0 
McFarlin, O. 12/11 i4 36 50 4-14 1-5 0 1 0 2 0 | 2 
Johnson, E. 12/1 17 32 49 7-29 3-19 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 
Rucker, M, 12/2 17 21 38 15-70 7.5-56 l 0 0 4 0 15 0 
Wiltz, J. 11/10 14 20 34 5-15 2-11 0 1 0 i 0 7 0 
Kelsay, C. 2/10 =13 21 34 7-40 3-29 2 i 0 0 0 14 0 
Polk, C. 12/0 & 24 32 6-24 1-18 2 0 0 0 0 } 0 
Ortiz, T. 12/3 Il 21 32 6-26 3.5-24 0 2 0 i] 0 5 0 
Brown, R. 12/12 18 M1 29 2-5 0-0 0 0 0 9 2 0 0 
Shaw, B. 12/8 12 16 28 5-32 1-10 0 0 0 3 0 4 1 
Walker, J. 12/1 15 12 27 3-19 2-18 0 0 0 i 2 0 0 
Swiney, E. 12/9 13 11 24 0-0 0-0 0 2 0 4 2 0 0 
Vanden Bosch, K. 12/0 9 12 21 2-6 1-4 i} ] 0 0 0 4 0 
Warren, S, 12/2 6 13 19 1-6 1-6 0 0 0 3 0 5 0 
Harrison, B. 10/0 9 5 14 1-2 0-0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 
Finley, C. 9/1 4 10 14 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 ] 0 0 0 
Peterson, J. 9/3 9 | 10 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 4 i 0 0 
Jackson, J. 11/0 3 4 7 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Toline, T. 11/0 2 5 7 3-6 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Legate, B. 12/0 I 5 6 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kaiser, L. 6/0 0 5 5 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Buettenback, B. 10/0 2 3 5 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ebke, M. 3/0 1 3 4 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Wills, A. 5/0 I 3 4 1-8 1-8 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Kohl, J. 7/0 | 2 3 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Quindt, B. 7/0 1 2] 3 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hogrefe, Q. 4/0 | 2 3 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Reynolds, K. 6/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Allen, D. 8/0 | i] 2 0-0 0-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Anderson, J, 6/0 | i] 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
List, G. 7/0 ! | 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Drum, B, 9/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 ] 0 0 0 1 0 
Walther, E. 4/0 1 1 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Raymond, 8S. 4/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Baker, R. 3/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Brown, K. 12/0 1 1 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Buckhalier, C. 12/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
McGraw, G. 2/0 i) 1 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Benes, J. 9/0 0 J 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Brown, L. 12/7 0 1 ] 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Green, A, 12/12 1 0 | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Newcombe, B. 12/0 1 0 | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ryan, E. 3/0 0 1 ! 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Gates, J, 3/0 | 0 ! 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Makovicka, J. 12/10 | 0 ! 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fischer, E. 2/0 1 0 I 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sims, J. 9/0 1 0 | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tuttle, C. 3/0 0 1 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kosch, J. 11/0 | 0 ! 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Grummert, M. 2/0 1 0) | 1-5 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Applegate, S. 5/0 0 | | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tessendorf, R. 4/0 0 | | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Anderson, E. 12/12 1 0) ] 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Finister, D. 3/0 0 0 0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 ] 0 0 


*Sacks included in Tackles for Loss; Key- P-punt; PAT-Extra point; FG-Field goal. 


ReGcutar Season Games Paved 


(players with no statistics, listed alphabetically, games/starts) 

Eric Anderson 12/12, Travis Antholz 1/0, Matt Baldwin 7/0, Sasho Becvarovski 2/0, Tom Beveridge 5/0, Tim Carpenter 12/10, Jeff Clausen 5/0, Billy 
Diekmann 1/0, Craig Fischer 5/0, Russell Froehlich 2/0, Lonnie Fulton 2/0, Ben Gessford 8/0, Bobby Gill 1/0, Aaron Havlovic 1/0, Kyle Henson 10/0, Josh 
Heskew 12/12, Russ Hochstein 5/0, Matt Hoskinson 12/0, Marcus Johnson 1/0, Adam Julch 9/0, Chad Kobus 1/0, Chace Long 2/0, Matt McGinn 1/0, Jake 
McKee 3/0, Brandon Mooberry 3/0, John Murphy 3/0, Hank Piening 2/0, Fred Pollack 12/12, Ryan Priester 1/0, Chris Saalfeld 2/0, Jason Schwab 10/0, 
Doug Seaman 3/0, James Sherman 11/0, Scott Siebenborn 1/0, Jim Tansey 1/0, Aaron Taylor 12/12, Mike Van Cleve 12/0, Casey Vanderhoef 5/0, Brandt 
Wade 5/0, Troy Watchorn 1/0, Sean Wieting 1/0, Jon Zatechka 12/12. 
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Statistica, Highs anp Lows 


NEBRASKA 


Points Scored 
First Downs 
Rushing Attempts 
Rushing Yards 
Passes Attempted 
Passes Completed 
Had Intercepted 
Passing Yards 
Total Plays 

Total Yards 
Possession Time 
Fumbles 

Fumbles Lost 
Turnovers 
Turnover Margin 
Penalties 

Yards Penalized 
Sacks By 


Opponents 


Points Scored 
First Downs 
Rushing Attempts 
Rushing Yards 
Passes Attempted 
Passes Completed 
Had Intercepted 
Passing Yards 
Total Plays 

Total Yards 
Possession Time 
Fumbles 

Fumbles Lost 
Turnovers 
Turnover Margin 


Hicu 

77 vs. lowa State 

30 vs. Akron, Central Florida, Missouri 
69 vs. Texas Tech 

473 vs. lowa State 

24 vs. Missouri 

12 vs. Akron, Texas A&M 

2 vs, Missouri 

201 vs. Texas A&M 

85 vs. Missouri, Texas A&M 
644 vs. Akron 

36:35 vs. Texas Tech 

5 vs. Baylor, Texas A&M 

4 vs. Texas A&M 

4 vs. Texas A&M 

+3 vs. Oklahoma, lowa State 
9 vs, Washington 

90 vs. Baylor 

6 vs, Texas A&M 


High 

38, Missouri 

20, Missouri, Colorado 
50, Oklahoma 
153, Missouri 

48, Texas A&M 
24, Central Florida 
2, four times 

362, Colorado 

72, lowa State 
455, Colorado 
31:03, Akron 

7, Oklahoma 

4, Oklahoma 

5, Iowa State 

+2, three times 


Low 

27 vs. Washington, Colorado 
20 vs. Colorado 

56 vs. Akron 

350 vs. Colorado 

10 vs. Kansas 

4 vs. Kansas 

0, seven times 

33 vs. Kansas 

72 vs. Colorada 

415 vs. Kansas 

28:57 vs. Akron 

0 vs. Kansas State 

0. three times 

0 vs. Washington, Kansas 
-2, three times 

0 vs, Texas Tech 

0 vs. Texas Tech 

0 vs. Akron 


Low 

0, Texas Tech, Kansas 

5, Kansas 

23, Texas A&M 

13, Texas A&M 

9, Oklahoma 

3, Oklahoma 

0, four times 

27, Kansas 

46, Texas Tech 

48, Kansas 

23;25, Texas Tech 

0, five times 

0, six times 

0, Washington, Texas Tech 
~3, Oklahoma, Iowa State 


Penalties 11, Jowa State 2, Missouri 
Yards Penalized 82, lowa State 10, Missouri 
Sacks By 1, four times 0, eight times 
InpivipUAL Highs 

Most Rushing Attempts .,.......sse0 34; Ahman Green vs. Texas A&M (179 yards) 

Most Net Rushing Yards woos 209; Ahman Green vs. lowa State (15 att.) 

Most Rushing TDs .. «4; Ahman Green vs. Kansas State, Baylor; Scott Frost vs. Missouri 
Longest TD Run........ ... 59; Ahman Green vs. Kansas State 

Longest Run, NO TD wccccscccesssesrerees 64; Ahman Green ys. Colorado 

Most Pass Attempts .......... «24; Scott Frost vs. Missouri (11 comp.) 

Most Completed Passes .....sssessseseoee 12; Scott Frost vs. Texas A&M (18 att.) 

Most Passing Yards......... serseeere 2013 Scott Frost vs. Texas A&M 

Longest TD Pass cece ssssseeee 402 Scott Frost to Bobby Newcombe ys. Oklahoma 


.-51; Scott Prost to Matt Davison vs. Texas A&M 
aD; Kenny Cheatham vs. Missouri 
+ 88; Bobby Newcombe vs. Oklahoma (3 receptions) 


Longest Pass, No TD . 
Most Pass Receptions .... 
Most Receiving Yards ...... 


Most TD Receptions ...........0 seeeveseers 13 five times 
Most Total-Offense Attempts .......... 47; Scott Frost vs. Missouri 
Most Total-Offense Yards ...... . 316; Scott Frost vs. Missouri 


.37; Ahman Green vs. Texas A&M 

... 237; Ahman Green vs. Missouri 

..4; Ahman Green vs. Kansas State, Baylor; Scott Frost vs. Missouri 
«.4, Kris Brown ys. Texas A&M 

«.4; Kris Brown vs. Texas A&M 


Most All-Purpose Yards .. 
Most Touchdowns Scored ... 
Most Field Goals Attempted ... 
Most Field Goals Made.........0. 


Longest Field Goal ......... 46; Kris Brown vs. Colorado 
Most Interceptions ...cccccsssceseeeee 1; 10 times 
Longest Interception TD Return .....71; Joe Walker vs. Kansas State 


Longest Interception Return, No TD...26; Eric Warfield vs. Kansas State, Mike Brown vs. Texas A&M 
Longest Punt Return sss 7; Bobby Newcombe ys. Oklahoma _ 

Longest Kickoff Return ..,,..00051; Joe Walker vs. Central Florida, Missouri 

Most Kickoff Return Yardage.......... 185: Joe Walker vs. Missouri 
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Nesraska Inpivipuat Highs, ContinueD 


Moat PUnts: csssseccsccosersorernosscensass 
Highest Punting Average ......... 
Longest Punt ......s00« 
Most Total Tackles 
Most Solo Tackles ..... 


.-.. 60; Jesse Kosch vs. 


.... 5; Jesse Kosch vs. Kansas, Colorado 
we 51.0: Jesse Kosch vs. Texas Tech 


Texas Tech 


Most Tackles for Loss .4; Grant Wistrom vs. Oklahoma 
Most Yards Lost.... . 23; Grant Wistrom ys. Oklahoma 


Most Quarterback Sacks . 
Most Yards Lost... 


Opponents’ Hiaus 


Most Yards Rushing ...,...s0sreee 88; Seth Littrell, Oklahoma 


Most Yards Passing....... 
Most Yards Receiving ... 


Opponents' Lone Piays 


«362: John Hessler, Colorado 
sssseeeesersseees 195; Jerome Pathon, Washington 


RUSH oc. sccccccssssseosseneensersseensesereresesensere © 80, Jerod Douglas, Baylor 


PASE: cccscvcvors 
Field Goal 
Punt return.. 

Kickoffreturn ... 
Interception return 


51; Fred Waczews 


Opponent 

Akron 25 Frost 
*26 Frost 
"45 Green 
40 Green 
5) London 

Central Florida none 

Washington *34 Prost 


*30 Frost 
25 Buckhalter 


4) Makovicka 
Kansas State "25 Green 

27 Frost 

"59 Green 

25 Newcombe 

*50 Green 
Baylor *58 Green 

*30 Green 
Texas Tech none 
Kansus 38 Makovicks 

*27 Prost 

V1 Green 
Oklahoma *37 Makovicka 

*32 Makovicka 
Missourt none 
Towa State “49 Green 

46 Green 
Colorado 64 Green 
Texus A&M 25 Newcombe 


25 Frost 
*25 Green 


Opponent Lone Pays of 25 Yarps or More in 1997 


Opponent Runs (4) 

Akron 

Central Florida 

Washington 

Kansas State 

Baylor *80 Douglas 
34 Bush 

Texas Tech none 

Kansas none 

Oklahoma none 

Missouri 34 Jones 

fown State none 

Colorado 43 Chernagton 

Texas A&M none 


*ondicates touchdowns scored 


seeeeseeeeee 09; James Reviana 


Passes (20) 
46 London to Davison 


30 London to Cheathare 
30 Frost to Green 

35 Frost wo S. Jackson 
35 Frost to L. Brown 


39 Frost to Davison 


35 Frost to L, Brown 
37 Frost to S, Jackson 
26 Frost to L. Brown 
none 


*40 Frost to Newcombe 
26 Frost to L. Brown 

36 London to Newcombe 
39 Frost 10 Green 

43 Frost to Newcombe 
27 Frost to Cheatham 

25 Frost (o Newcombe 


4) Frost to Cheatham 
26 Frost to Newcombe 
26 Frost wo Lake 


27 Frost to L.. Brown 
5) From to Dawu 


Passes (27) ; 

25 Crramek co Whitt 

*69 Washington to Bailey 
25 Culpepper to Nonsant 
44 Culpepper to Nonsant 
43 Culpepper to Nonsant 
42 Culpepper to Nonsant 
25 Culpepper to Burley 
41 Tuiasosopo ta Pathon 
45 Tuiasosopo fo Pathon 
46 Tuiasosopo to Pathon 
54 Tulasexopo to Pathon 
UL Tuiasosopo to Coleman 
46 Bishop to Burnet! 

42 Bishop to MeDonald 


33 Lethridge to Dorris 
hone 
40 Moore to Alexander 


44 Jones to Brooks 

28 Jones to Murchison 
36 Jones to Roas 

“34 Jones to Olivo 

55 Bandhauer to Watley 


45 Hessler to McCarty 

45 Hessler to Chiavenni 
*32 Hessler to Stiggers 
“35 Hessler to Cherrington 
63 Stewart to Spiller 

50 Stewart to Cole 
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nto Lavel Bailey, Akron 
i, Central Florida 
26; Dante Hall, Texas A&M 

62; Devin West, Missouri 

.40; Shad Criss, Missouri 

.... 67; Shane Lechler, Texas A&M 


Nesraska Lone Pays of 25 Yarps or More in 1997 


. 12; Mike Brown vs. Oklahoma, Jay Foreman vs. Colorado 
.9; Grant Wistrom ys. Oklahoma 


2; Grant Wistrom ys. Kansas, Oklahoma: Mike Rucker vs, Colorado 
19; Grant Wistrom vs. Kansas 


Returns (20) 

32 Wiggins (PR) 
25 Wiggins (KOR) 
28 Swmey (PR) 


51 Walker (KOR) 
26 Wiggins (KOR) 


26 Walker (KOR) 


26 Warfield (IR) 
28 Newcombe (PR) 
#71 Walker (IR) 


45 Walker (KOR) 


27 Wiggins (KOR) 
28 Wiggins (KOR) 


57 Newcombe (PIR) 


51 Walker (KOR) 
32 Walker (KOR) 


*53 Neweambe (PR) 
4) Wiggins (KOR) 
39 Wipes (PR) 
none 

40 Neweombe (PR) 
26 M. Brown (IR) 


3) Pathon (KOR) 
32 Sarrynka (KOR) 


36 Neasman (KOR) 
46 Neasman (KOR) 


none 

34 J, Jackson (KOR) 
26 Lewis (KOR) 

47 Ross (KOR) 

62 West (KOR) 

40 Criss (TR) 


25 Watley (KOR) 
39 Watley (KOR) 
25 Watley (KOR) 
35 Watley (KOR) 
27 Watley (KOR) 
29 Watley (KOR) 
31 Kelly (KOR) 


26 Hall (PR) 
*35 Glenn (FR) 


1997 Team Game-by-Game Sratistics 


NEBRASKA 

Rushing Passing Total Off. First Downs Fumbles Sacks By/ 

A/Yds./TD A-C-I D Plays/Yds T/R-Pa- No./Lost Yards Lost 
Akron 56/472/8 19-12-0/172/0 75/644 30/21-8-1 4/1 0/0 
Central Florida  65/364/4 15-10-0/150/1 80/514 30/20-8-2 4/2 3/21 
@ Washington 66/384/3 15-8-0/88/0 81/472 23/20-3-0 2/0 4/19 
Kansas State 60/379/6 14-6-1/94/0 74/473 21/15-5-1 0/0 2/12 
@ Baylor 64/410/7 17-8-0/138/0 1/548 27/21-4-2 5/3 4/36 
Texas Tech 69/400/2 12-5-1/46/1 81/446 28/25-2-1 3/1 4/30 
@ Kansas 65/382/5 10-4-0/33/0 75/415 22/19-1-2 4/0 4/35 
Oklahoma 61/409/8 12-7-0/143/1 73/552 27/21-6-0 2/1 5/36 
@ Missouri 61/353/5 24-11-2/175/1 85/528 30/23-7-0 2/1 5/38 
lowa State 63/473/9 12-9-0/121/1 75/594 29/24-5-0 2/2 3/31 
@ Colorado 38/350/3 14-7-0/92/0 72/442 20/15-5-0 3/2 4/16 
Texas A&M 67/335/6 18-12-0/201/0 85/536 25/19-6-0 5/4 6/38 
OPPoNeENTS 

Rushing Passing Total Off. First Downs Fumbles Sacks By/ 

A/Yds/TD A-C-1/Yds/TD T/R-Pa-Pe No./Lost Yards Lost 
Akron 41/99/1 14-8-1/143/1 55/243 11/4-5-2 1/0 0/0 
Central Florida = 26/47/2 35-24-1/318/1 61/365 14/4-10-0 2/1 V5 
@ Washington 28/43/0 30-16-0/299/2 58/342 14/4-9-1 0/0 0/0 
Kansas State 40/98/3 24-8-2/162/1 64/260 16/7-6-3 3/I 1/7 
@ Baylor 37/137/2 19-7-1/66/0 §6/203 12/5-3-4 2/2 0/0 
Texas Tech 26/17/0 20-10-0/110/0 46/127 6/0-6-0 2/0 1/7 
@ Kansas 31/21/0 17-6-0/27/0 48/48 4/2-1-1 4/1 1/7 
Oklahoma 50/85/1 9-3-0/69/0 59/154 11/7-3-1 7/4 0/0 
@ Missouri 46/153/2 20-12-1/233/3 66/386 20/8-10-2 0/0 0/0 
lowa State 34/75/1 38-11-2/153/1 72/228 14/7-6-1 4/3 0/0 
@ Colorado 25/93/0 36-19-2/362/3 61/455 20/5-14-1 0/0 0/0 
Texas A&M 23/13/0 48-21-2/264/1 71/277 13/4-8-1 0/0 0/0 
1997 Nesraska InpivinuaL GAME-BY-GAME Statistics 
Rusuing (Atrempts/Yarps/ ToucHpowns) 
Name Akron  UCF Wash, KSU Baylor TTech KU OU MU ISU CU A&M 
Alexander INJ 0/0/0 DNP 5/7/0 DNP 2/20/0 2/8/0 4/9/0 DNP 3/24/0 DNP DNP 
L. Brown 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/3/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/9/1 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 
Buckhalter 11/61/2 11/82/2 = 5/34/0 1/2/0 7/S1/0 4/710 0/0/0 9/54/2 1/-1/0 5/21/0 DNP 0/0/0 
Christo INJ DNP DNP 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP 2/17/0 DNP DNP 
Cobb 1/2/0 1/4/0 DNP 0/0/0 2/18/0 = -0/0/0 DNP 1/2/0 DNP 1/1/0 DNP DNP 
Frost 11/123/2  10/52/1 18/97/2 17/98/11 12/71/1 = -19/83/0-21/121/2 8/66/1 23/141/4 8/88/2 14/76/) = 15/79/2 
Green 9/99/2 25/113/0 = 29/129/1 = 20/193/4 = 20/158/4 24/178/1 = 25/123/1 18/105/0 30/189/1 15/209/3 29/202/2 34/179/3 
Kingston INJ 1/2/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP DNP DNP 1/2/0 DNP 1/2/0 DNP DNP 
Legate 3/14/0 2/12/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/14/0 1/8/0 1/7/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 2/11/0 0/0/0 2/8/0 
London 5/79/0 2/16/1 DNP yi2/0 9/15/0 $/25/0 3/21/0 = 3/20/0 DNP 10/-2/1 DNP 2/12/1 
Makovicka 7/59/2 11/68/0 12/129/0 7/18/0 8/57/1 9/57/0 10/82/2 10/101/3' 7/24/0 = 5/27/1 12/46/0  7/17/0 
Miller INJ 1/10/0 DNP 0/0/0 1/-2/0 1/4/0 Wil/O = 4/22/1 DNP 1/6/0 DNP 1/-2/0 
Newcombe 7/32/0 1/5/0 0/0/0 1/25/0 1/17/0 = -0/0/0 0/0/0 2/19/0 0/0/0 2/31/1 0/0/0 2/27/0 
Retzlaff 0/0/0 DNP 1/-8/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 
Runty 1/3/0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0/0/0 DNP 1/5/0 DNP DNP 
Sims INJ 0/0/0 0/0/0 6/24/1 3/11/1 4/18/0 = -2/9/0 INJ DNP 6/28/0 3/26/0 3/9/0 
Soucie 1/0/0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 
Stanislav DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 1/5/0 DNP DNP 
Wiggins 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 L/6/0 
Team 56/472/8 65/364/4 66/384/3 = 60/379/6 =64/410/7 + 69/400/2 65/382/5 61/409/8 61/359/5 63/473/9 + $8/350/3 67/335/6 
Season AND CareeR, Most Rusuinc YARDS SEASON AND Career, Loncest Run 
Player 1997 Career 1997 Career 
Dan Alexander 24 vs. lowa State same 18 vs, Texas Tech same 
Correll Buckhalter 82 vs. Central Florida same 25 vs. Washington same 
Josh Cobb 18 vs. Baylor 18 vs. CSU, 1996, Baylor, 1997 16 vs. Baylor same 
Scott Frost 141 ys. Missouri same *34 vs. Washington same 


Ahman Green 
Ben Kingston 


209 vs, lowa State 
2, three times 


214 vs. lowa State, 1996 
6 vs. Kansas State, 1996 


64 vs. Colorado 
2, three times 


70 vs. Missouri, 1996 
6 vs. Kansas State, 1996 


Billy Legate 14 ys. Akron, Baylor same 14 vs. Baylor same 
Frankie London 79 vs. Akron same 51 vs. Akron same 
Joel Makovicka 129 vs. Washington same 43 vs, Washington same 
Willie Miller 22 ys. Oklahoma same 11 vs. Kansas same 
Bobby Newcombe 32 ys. Akron same 25 vs. KSU, Texas A&M same 
Jay Sims 28 vs. Jowa State 98 vs. Oklahoma, 1996 16 vs. Colorado 80 vs. Michigan St.,1995 


*Indicates touchdown scored, 
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Passinc Game-By-GAME 


(Atrrempts-CompLetions-INTERCEPTIONS/ YARDS/ToucHDowNsS) 


Name Frost London Newcombe 
Akron 13-7-0/67/0 5-4-0-/90/0 1-1-0/15/0 
Central Florida 14-9-0/120/1 1-1-0/30/0 0-0-0/0/0 
(@ Washington 15-8-0/88/0 DNP 0-0-0/0/0 
Kansas State 13-6-1/94/0 1-0-0 0-0-0/0/0 
@ Baylor 8-5-0/103/0 9-3-0/35/0 0-0-0/0/0 
Texas Tech 12-5-1/46/1 0-0-0/0/0 0-0-0/0/0 
@, Kansas 9-4-0/33/0 1-0-0/0/0 0-0-0/0/0 
Oklahoma 10-6-0/107/1 2-1-0/36/0 0-0-0/0/0 
@ Missouri 24-11-2/175/1 DNP 0-0-0/0/0 
Iowa State 9-8-O/1 11/1 3-1-/0/10/0 0-0-0/0/0 
@Colorado 14-7-0/92/0 DNP 0-0-0/0/0 
Texas A&M 18-12-0/201/0 0-0-0/0/0/0 0-0-0/0/0 


SEASON AND Career, Most Passine Yarps 


Season AND Career, Loncest Pass 


Player 1997 Career 1997 Career 

Scott Frost 201 vs. Texas A&M 254 vs. Kansas, 1996 51 vs. Texas A&M 51, twice 

Frankie London 90 ys. Akron same 46 vs. Akron same 

Bobby Newcombe 15 vs. Akron same 15 ys. Akron same 
Receivinc (Receptions/ YaRDS/ ToucHDowNns) 

Name Akron UCF Wash. KSU Baylor TTech KU ou MU ISU Cu A&M 
Applegate 1/9/0 DNP DNP 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP DNP 

L. Brown —0/0/0 1/8/0 2/38/0 = O/0/0 2/59/0 2/31/0 2/22/0 1/26/0 = 0/0/0 1/15/0 0/0/0 = 1/27/0 
Buckhalter 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/7/0 1/-2/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/1/0 DNP 0/0/0 
Carpenter 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 
Cheatham  INJ 2/36/0 1/7/0 1/9/0 1/17/0 0/0/0 INJ 0/0/0 5/54/0 2/26/0 2/42/0 DNP 
Davison 3/64/0 0/0/0 1/14/0 1/39/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 2/25/1 0/0/0 1/22/0 3/68/0 
DeBates 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/7/0 
Gibson 2/18/0 INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ 

Green 0/0/0 2/30/0 1/-2/0 0/0/0 1/6/0 1/-3/0 1/6/0 1/12/0 2/48/0 0/0/0 1/-8/0 = 3/16/0 
Haafke 1/15/0 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 

§. Jackson 1/17/0 3/61/1 0/0/0 1/9/0 1/37/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/18/0 1/15/0 3/32/1 0/0/0 0/0/0 

V. Jackson = 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/23/0 1/12/0 Wis/0—-0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/22/0 0/0/0 —-0/0/0 
Lake 1/9/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/6/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/-1/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0—-1/26/0 
Legate 1/15/0 1/3/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 
Makovicka 0/(0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/3/1 1/5/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/21/0 2/31/0 
Newcombe (0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 W1/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 3/88/1 1/33/0 1/25/0 0/0/0 — 1/26/0 
Sims INJ 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/16/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 INS DNP 0/0/0 0/0/0 = 0/0/0 
Wicting 0/0/0 INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ 
Wiggins 2/25/0 1/12/0 2/24/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 W/15/0 0/0/0 
Team 12/172/0 10/150/1 8/88/0 = 6/94/0 8/138/0 = 5/46/1 = 4/33/0 7/143/1 11/175/1 9/121/1 = =7/92/0 = 12/201/0 
Season AND Career, Most Receivinc YARDS Season AND Career, Loncest Catcu 
Player 1997 Career 1997 Career 

Sean Applegate 9 vs. Akron same 9 vs. Akron same 

Lance Brown 59 vs. Baylor same 35 vs. Baylor, Wash. *41 vs. Oklahoma, 1996 
Correll Buckhalter 7 vs. Washington same 7 vs. Washington same 

Tim Carpenter none 15 vs. Pacific, 1995 none 15 vs. Pacific, 1995 
Kenny Cheatham 54 vs. Missouri same 31 ys. Colorado 34 vs. Kansas, 1996 
Matt Davison 64 vs. Akron same 51 vs. Texas A&M same 

T. J. DeBates 7 vs. Texas A&M same 7 vs. Texas A&M same 

John Gibson 18 vs. Akron same 18 vs. Akron same 

Ahman Green 48 vs. Missouri same 39 vs. Missouri same 

Billy Haafke 15 vs. Akron same 15 vs. Akron same 

Vershan Jackson 23 vs. Kansas State 65 vs. Kansas, 1996 23 vs. Kansas State 41 vs. Kansas, 1996 
Sheldon Jackson 61 vs. Central Florida same 37 vs. Baylor same 

Jeff Lake 26 vs. Texas A&M 58 vs. Oklahoma, 1996 26 vs. Texas A&M *51 vs. Oklahoma, 1996 
Billy Legate 1S vs. Akron same 15 vs. Akron same 

Joel Makovicka 31 vs. Texas A&M same 21 ys. Colorado same 

Bobby Newcombe 88 vs. Oklahoma same *40 vs. Oklahoma same 

Jay Sims 16 vs. Kansas State same 16 vs. Kansas State same 

Shevin Wiggins 25 vs. Akron 30 vs. Kansas, 1996 21 ys. Washington same 


*Indicates touchdown scored, 


AVERAGE STARTING FIELD Position 


Drives Started srrcreraccserrsvevsicescerrevsesces 
Times Started Inside Own 20... 

Cumulative Starting Yardlines .. 
Average Starting Field Position... ccscsssesessssesennensessesornnnens 
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Quarterback Drive Erriciency 


Frost 
London 
Christo 


Quarterback 


Newcombe 


Runty 


Team 


Tacktes (Soios-Assists-Totat) 
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QuarterBack Sacks (NumBer/Yarps) 


Name Akron UCF Wash. KSU Baylor TTech KU OU MU ISU CU A&M 
Foreman 0/0 5/3 1/3 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Johnson 0/0 0/0 1/4 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/7 1/8 0/0 0/0 
Kelsay 0/0 0/0 1/7 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/13 0/0 1/9 
MeFarlin 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/5 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Ortiz 0/0 0/0 0/0 5/2 1/7 0/0 0/0 1/9 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/6 
Peter 0/0 1.5/9 0/0 5/2 0/0 1/5 1/10 1/4 0/0 0/0 1/5 1/5 
Polk 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/18 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Rucker 0/0 0/0 1/5 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/13 1.5/11 1/10 2/11 1/6 
Shaw 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/10 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Vanden Bosch 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/4 
Walker 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/10 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/8 
Warren 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/6 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Wills 0/0 0/0 DNP 1/8 0/0 0/0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0/0 
Wiltz 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/9 1/2 DNP 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Wistrom 0/0 1/9 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 2/19 2/10 2.5/20 0/0 1/0 0/0 
Totals 0/0 3/21 4/19 2/12 4/36 4/30 4/35 5/36 5/38 3/31 4/16 6/38 


TackLes For Loss (NumBER-YARDS) 


tame Akron UCF Wash. KSU Baylor TTech KU Ou MU ISU cu A&M 
M. Brown 0/0 1/2 0/0 1/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 
R. Brown 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/1 0/0 0/0 1/4 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Foreman 0/0 1/3 1/3 2/3 0/0 0/0 1/1 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Grummert 1/5 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0/0 DNP 0/0 DNP DNP 
Harrison 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 0/0 0/0 0/0 INJ 0/0 DNP 0/0 
Johnson 0/0 0/0 1/4 V/1 1/1 0/0 0/0 0/0 2/10 2/13 0/0 0/0 
Kelsay 0/0 WI 1/7 0/0 1/2 0/0 1/3 1/5 0/0 1/13 0/0 1/9 
MeFarlin 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/5 1/5 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/1 1/3 0/0 
Ortiz 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 2/8 0/0 1/1 1/9 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/6 
Peter 1/1 3/11 0/0 2/11 1/5 2/8 2/10 1/4 0/0 W/1 1/ 1/5 
Polk 0/0 0/0 2/3 0/0 0/0 2/19 0/0 V/1 0/0 1/1 0/0 0/0 
Rucker 0/0 1/1 2/6 2/4 0/0 2/6 0/0 1/13 3/14 1/10 3/13 1/6 
Shaw 0/0 1/4 0/0 2/16 1/10 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 0/0 0/0 
Toline 1/4 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/1 1/1 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
VandenBosch 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 0/0 1/4 
Walker 0/0 0/0 1/1 0/0 1/10 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/8 
Warfield 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 V/1 0/0 0/0 
Warren 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/6 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Wills 0/0 0/0 DNP 1/8 0/0 0/0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0/0 
Wiltz 0/0 3/4 0/0 0/0 1/9 1/2 DNP 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Wistrom = 1/1 1/9 0/0 2/4 0/0 2/3 3/19 4/23 37 0/0 0 0/0 
Totals 4/11 9/37 7/24 12/50 10/52 9/43 9/45 10/56 6/41 10/44 6/21 7/40 


a 


Rover Mike Brown led the Huskers with 77 tackles and tied for the team Rush end Mike Rucker was second on the squad with 7.5 sacks last 
lead with two interceptions in 1997. season and has had at least one in each of the past five games. 


44 University of Nebraska Spring Football Prospectus -- 1998 


FinaL 1997 Bic 12 Stanpincs 


North Division Conference Overall 

Team WwW L Pct. PF-PA Ww L Pet. PF-PA Bow: Natl. Rank 
Nebraska 8 0 1,000 387-127 12 0 1,000 565-197 Orange vs. Tennessee 2 
Kansas State 7 1 875 255-132 10 l 909 383-159 Fiesta vs. Syracuse 10 
Missouri 5 3 625 272-256 7 4 .636 368-332 Holiday vs. Colorado State 19 
Colorado 3 5 375 246-228 5 6 455 300-295 

Kansas 3 5 375 129-235 5 6 455 177-279 

lowa State | 7 125 155-321 ] 10 091 210-493 

South Division Conference Overall 

Team Ww L Pet. PF-PA Ww L Pet. PF-PA Bowl Natl. Rank 
Texas A&M 6 2 .750 246-137 9 3 .750 244-207 Cotton vs. UCLA 20 
Texas Tech 5 3 625 142-12] 6 5 545 245-217 

Oklahoma State 5 3 625 228-204 8 3 727 332-200 Alamo vs. Purdue 24 
Texas 2 6 .250 194-255 4 7 364 283-366 

Oklahoma 2 6 .250 125-267 4 8 333 232-379 

Baylor 1 7 125 146-257 2 9 182 200-375 


Big 12 Championship Game: Nebraska 54, Texas A&M 15 


FinaL 1997 Bic 12 Inpivinuat Statistics 


(NCAA rankings in parenthesis), Includes conference leader and Nebraska individual and team stats. 


Rushing 
Name G Att. Yds. Avg. TD. Yds.PG 
1, Ricky Williams, Texas (1) 11 279 1893 6.8 25 172.09 
2. Ahman Green, NU (2) 12 278 1877 6.8 22 156.42 
5. Scott Frost, NU (37) 12 176 1095 6.2 Le 91.25 
Passing Efficiency 
Cmp. Yds./ Ratings 
Name G Att. Cmp Pct. Int. Yds. Att. TD Points 
1. Tony Lindsay, Okla St. = 11 123 76 61.79 5 1172 9.53 9 157.8 
5. Scott Frost, NU 12 159 88 53.35 4 1237 7.78 5 126.0 
Total Offense 
Rush Pass Total Offense 
Name G Att. Yds. Att. Yds. Plays Yds. Yds.PG 
1, John Hessler, Colorado (25) 11 75 188 338 2478 413 2666 242.36 
3. Scott Frost, NU (44) 12 176 1095 159 1237 335 2332 194.33 
10. Ahman Green, NU 12 278 1877 0 0 0 1877 156,42 
Receptions Per Game 
Name G CT Yds. TD Ct PG Kickoff Returns 
1. Tyrone Watley, ISU 1} 650 827 8 4.55 Name (min. 1.2 ret. per game) G No. Yds. TD Avg. 
|. Ben Kelly, Colorado (2) | et 27%. 31.08 
Receiving Yards Per Game 2, Joe Walker, NU (17) 12 15 389 «#0 25.93 
Name G cT Yds. TD Yds. PG 
|. Tyrone Watley, ISU (44) 11 50 827 8 75.18 Field Goals 
Name G FGA FG. Pct. FG Px. 
Interceptions Per Game ]. Martin Gramatica, KSU (3) 11 20 19 950 1.73 
Name Gs Int Yds. TD Int. PG 2. Kris Brown, NU (7) 12 21 18 +857 1.50 
1. Kevin Williams, Okla St. (44) Il 6 107 1 55 
Scoring 
Punting Name G TD XP FG PTS PPG. 
Name (min. 3.6 punts per game) G No. Yds, Avg. I.Ricky Williams, Texas (1) lt 25 2 0 152 13.82 
1. Shane Lechler, Texas A&M (3) 12 56 2631 46.98 2. Ahman Green, NU (6) 12 22 0 @ 132 11.00 
Jesse Kosch, NU * 11 30 1179 39.30 3. Kris Brown, NU (13) 12 O 62 18 116 9.67 
W. Haxe nib meet soiniione 4. Scott Frost, NU (17) 12 #19 O 0 114 9.50 
All-Purpose 
Punt Returns * Naie 3 G Rush REC PR KOR YDS Yds.. PG 
Name (min. 1.2 ret. per game) G No. Yds. TD Avg. 1. Ri re IL] 1893 150 0 0 2043 185.73 
1, RW. McQuarters, Okla St. (2) 11 32 521 1 16.28 . Ricky Williams, Texas (1) . 


5. Shevin Wiggins, NU (28) 12. 19 270 0 11.58 2. Ahman Green, NU (9) 12 18377 105 6 0 1982 165.17 
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Fina. 1997 Bia 12 Team Statistics 


Rushing Offense 


Name G Att. Yds. Avg. TD Yds.PG 
1. Nebraska (1) 12 755 4711 6.2 66 392.6 
Passing Offense 

Yds./ 
Name G Att. Comp. Int. Pct. Yds. Att. TD Yds.PG 


1. Colorado (35) 11352 188 16 53.4 2556 7.3 14 232.4 
12. Nebraska (104)12 182 99 5 54.4 1453 8.0 5 121.1 


Total Offense 

Name G Plays Yds. Avg. TD Yds.PG 
1, Nebraska (1) 12 937 6164 6.6 71 513.67 
Scoring Offense 

Name G Pts Avg 

1. Nebraska (1) 12 565 47.1 

Punt Returns 

Name Games No. Yds TD Avg. 
1. Oklahoma St(2) 11 32 521 1 16.3 
3. Nebraska (19) 12 51 601 I 11.8 
Kickoff Returns 

Name Games No. Yds TD Avg. 
1. Colorado (2) 11 36 958 1 26.6 
3. Nebraska (7) 12 29 706 0 24.3 


Shevin Wiggins ranked fifth in the Big 12 in punt returns last season, 
averaging 11.58 yards per return. 
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Net Punting 


Name Punts Avg. Ret Ret.Yds Net Avg. 
1. Texas A&M (3) 56 47.0 28 316 41.3 
9. Nebraska (74) 33 I23 12 75 35.2 


Rushing Defense 


Name G Att. Yds. Avg. TD Yds.PG 
1, Nebraska (3) 12 407 881 2.2 12 73.4 
Passing Defense 
Name Att. Cmp. Yds. TD INT Points 
1. Kansas St. (5) 239 99 1396 4 5 91.8 
4. Nebraska (32) 310 145 2207 13 12 112.7 
Total Defense 
Name G Plays Yds, Avg. TD Yds.PG 
1. Kansas State (4) 11 702 2825 4.0 17 256.8 
2. Nebraska (5) 12 717 3088 4.3 25 257.3 
Scoring Defense 
Name G Pts Avg 
1. Kansas St. (6) 11 159 14.5 
2. Nebraska (12) 12 197 16.4 
Turnover Margin 

Gained Lost Margin 
Name Fum Int. Total Fum_ Int Total /Game 
1, Texas A&M(3) 22 11 = 33 11 4 15 +1.50 
5. Nebraska (48) 12 12 24 17 4 21 +0.25 


led the team with 4-56 in the Orange Bowl national championship game 
against Tennessee. 


1997 FenEx Orance Bow. 
Nesraska 42 -- Tennessee 17 


Miami, Fla., Jan 2, 1998—-The No. 2 Huskers had a lot to prove and a 
title on the line. Tennessee entered the game No. 3, but without hopes of 
atitle as No. 1 Michigan had defeated No. 7 Washington State, 21-16, the 
night before in the Rose Bowl. 

Led by the usual rushing tandem of ]-back Ahman Green and quarterback 
Scott Frost, Nebraska racked up 409 rushing yards to Tennessee's 128 as 
Frost scored three rushing TDs and totaled 60 yards. Green was the game 
MVP with a Nebraska and Orange Bow] record 206 yards and two TDs. 

The Husker defense sacked Heisman runner-up Peyton Manning just 
once (by rush end Mike Rucker), but applied plenty of pressure holding 
Manning to a season-low 134 passing yards and one TD. Free safety Eric 
Warfield had an interception, tight end Sheldon Jackson was the leading 
receiver with a career-high four catches, and defensive tackle Jason Peter 
led the team in tackles with seven. 

At2:30a.m. Eastern time, the Sheraton Bal Harbor, home of the Huskers 
for 10 days, erupted when ESPN announced the coaches poll, which named 
Nebraska as national champions. 


Orance Bowt Stats 

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 
Tennessee 0 3 6 8 17 
Nebraska 7 (ah? 4 7 42 


Rushing Attempts ..........:csccceceseeees 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Net Passing Yards ........ 
Passes Attempted ....... 
Passes Completed ............. 
Passes Had Intercepted 
Total Net Yards .......csccccsseessseeceeees 

Total Offensive PlayS ..........-s0c0s0 SO i eonascannisaesracens. 80 
Avg. Gain Per Play 
Return Yards .........:scce 


Interceptions-Y ards 
Petite GAG i. isss Svcs scisatvavaccancaste 

AMR. POP PAR FaiicecrsrseAmermsactiae 
Punt Returns- Yards 


Sacks By-Yards Lost 
Attendance: 72,305 
NU Leading Rusher: Ahman Green, 29-206-2 
NU Leading Passer: Scott Frost, 12-9-0-125-0 
NU Leading Receiver: Sheldon Jackson, 4-56-0 


Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 
NU--Ahman Green, | run (Kris Brown kick), 1:10 
Second Quarter 
NU--Shevin Wiggins, 10 run (Brown), 11:28 
UT~—Jeff Hall, 44 field goal, 8:28 
Third Quarter 
NU--Scott Frost, 1 run (Brown), 10:11 


NU--Frosi, 11 run (Brown), 5:07 
UT-—Peerless Price, 5 pass from Peyton Manning (Manning pass failed), 
1:58 
NU--Green, 22 run (Brown), 0:29 
Fourth Quarter 
NU--Frost, 9 run (Brown), 4:24 
UT—Andy McCullough, 3 pass from Tee Martin (Travis Stephens pass 
from Martin), 0:58 


Individual Statistics 


Rushing 

UT No. Net LP ID 

Jamal Lewis 14 92 26 0 

Mark Levine 2 30 26 0 

Tee Martin 1 11 11 0 

NU No, Net LP TD 

AhmanGreen 29 206 47 2 

JoelMakovicka 9 6] 24 0 

Scott Frost 17 60 11 3 

Shevin Wiggins 3 28 12 | 

Passing 

UT Att. Cmp. I Yds LP TD Sks 
Peyton Manning 31 21 1 134 20 1 1 
Tee Martin 4 4 0 53. (29 1 0 
NU Att. Cmp. 1 Yds LP TD  Sks 
Scott Frost 12 9 0 4125 29 0 0 
Receiving 

UT No. Yds LP TD 

Marcus Nash 5 53 20 0 

Jer. Copeland 4 30 13 0 

Shawn Bryson 4 25 8 0 

Jamal Lewis 4 4 3 0 

NU No. Yds LP TD 

Sheldon Jackson 4 56 25 0 

AhmanGreen 3 31 29 0 

Punting 

UT No. Yds Avg 

Chris Hogue 6 314 523 78 

NU No. Yds Avg 

Jesse Kosch 4 56 39.0 56 

Returns 

UT PR LG KOR LG IR LG 
Cedrick Wilson 0-0 Q 3-57 27 «~+0-0 0 

Brian Darden 0-0 Q 2-37 22 0-0 0 

Terry Fair 2--4 0 0-0 0 0-0 0 

NU PR LG KOR LG IR LG 
Bobby Newcombe2-22 11 0-0 0 0-0 0 
Shevin Wiggins 1-9 9 1--29 29 0-0 0 

Eric Warfield 0-0 0 0-0 0 1-28 28 
Missed FG: 

None 


Nebraska Defensive Statistics 

Tackles (UT-AT-TT): Jason Peter (6-1-7), Erwin Swiney (5-0-5), Mike 
Brown(5-0-5), Tony Ortiz (5-0-5), Jay Foreman (3-2-5), Eric Warfield (4- 
0-4), Mike Rucker (3-0-3), Octavious McFarlin (2-1-3), Brandon Harrison 
(2-0-2), Grant Wistrom (2-0-2), Joe Walker (2-0-2) 

Tackles for loss (No.-Yds.): Mike Rucker (1-9), Grant Wistrom (1-4) 
Sacks (No.-Yds.): Mike Rucker (1-0) 

Pass Breakups: Erwin Swiney 1, Mike Brown |, Grant Wistrom | 
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NU Sprinc GAME 
RESULTS 


Previous Scores 
1950--Varsity 13, Alumni 13 
1951--Varsity 27, Alumni 25 

1952--Varsity 7, Alumni 6 
1953--Varsity 16, Alumni 6 

1954--White 25, Red 14 
1955--Red 14, White 7 

1956--Alumni 14, Varsity 0 
1957—Varsity 22, Alumni 20 
1958--Varsity 14, Alumni 6 
1959--Varsity 22, Alumni 0 
1960--Varsity 14, Alumni 0 
1961--Varsity 35, Alumni 20 

1962--Red 33, White 21 
1963--Red 21, White 15 
1964--White 25, Red 15 
1965--Red 33, White 27 
1966--White 28, Red 10 
1967--Red 16, White 14 
1968-- White 26, Red 24 
1969--White 10, Red 8 
1970--Red 23, White 3 
1971--Red 64, White 21 
1972--White 21, Red 19 
1973--Red 35, White 25 
1974--Red 41, White 40 
1975--White 20, Red 6 
1976--White 29, Red 26 
1977--Red 23, White 21 
1978--White 14, Red 13 
1979--Red 27. White 13 
1980--Red 38, White 19 
1981--White 22, Red 2] 
1982--Red 24, White 9 
1983--Red 37, White 14 
1984—Red 35, White 13 
1985--Red 26, White 21 
1986--Red 70, White 14 
1987--Red 33, White 28 
1988--Red 37, White 14 
1989--White 40, Red 28 
1990—Red 44, White 34 
1991--Red 43, White 21 
1992--Red 33, White 21 
1993--Red 29, White 8 
1994--Red 43, White 19 
1995--White 40, Red 34 
1996--Red 20, White 17 
1997--Red 34, White 28 
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NU Spring GAME 
RECORDS 


Team Recorps 

Most first downs—33, Reds 1973 

Most first downs, both teams—53, Reds 33, Whites 20, 1973 
Most passes attempted—40, Whites, 1971 

Most passes attempted, both teams—68, Reds 32, Whites 26, 1970 
Most passes completed—22, Whites, 1992 

Best completion percentage—.800, Reds (8-10), 1963 

Most yards passing—343, Reds, 1971 

Most yards passing, both teams—558, Reds 290, Whites 268, 1995 
Most yards rushing--407, Reds, 1987 

Most fumbles—1 1, Whites, 1965 

Most fumbles, both teams—18, Reds 7, Whites 11, 1965 

Most points—70, Reds, 1986 

Most points, both teams--85, Reds 64, Whites 21, 1971 


InDivipbuAL REcorpDs 

Most TD passes—3, Scott Frost, White, 1995 

Most TD pass receptions—3 Riley Washington, White, 1995 
Longest TD run from scrimmage—89 Todd Uhlir, White, 1995 
Longest punt return for TD—91 yards, Joe Blahak, Red, 1971 
Longest kickoff return for TD--96 yards, Earl Everett, White, 
1977 

Longest TD pass—80 yards, Jerry Dunlap to Jamie Worden, White. 
1987; Tommie Frazier to Reggie Baul, Red, 1995 

Longest interception return for TD--91 yards, Wonder Monds, 
White, 1973 

Most points—18, Tony Davis, Red, 1973; Steve Taylor, Red, 1986: 
Terry Rodgers, White, 1987; Riley Washington, White, 1995 
Most PATs—7, Dale Klein, Red, 1986 

Most yards passing—228 Tommie Frazier, Red, 1995 

Best completion percentage—1.000, Dennis Claridge, Red (7-7), 
1963 

Most pass receptions—8, Dave Shamblin, White, 1973 

Most yards receiving—1 84, Reggie Baul, Red, 1995 

Most yards rushing—207, Keith Jones, Red, 1987 
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